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that had delegated the powers to both of these | cise is prescribed. Its acts are paramount, and || 
covernments. | all authorities and citizens must submit to its de- } e3 ts of ' ; 
7 Another argument against the sovereignty of || cision. But the State is, in separ Senpaetene much would be rebellion; a violation of the allegiance 
the States is, that treason may be committed || a sovereign, with regard to the powers it has del- |, owing to the State. The county is but a partofa 
against the United States; that treason is a breach | egated to the general agency or Government, as consolidated political unity; has no sovereignty, 
of allegiance; that allegiance is due to a sovereign; | to those which it delegated to its State govern- || and is entitled to none of its rights or powers. 

and that, therefore, the United States are sover- || ment. It has control over all those powers, be- || But the act of a sovereign State, declaring a 


eign. Itis certainly competent for a number of || cause they are only delegated, not surrendered or || compact at an end, revoking all the 
sovereigns to stipulate that war levied against 


county that the laws of the State should not be 
| executed within the limits of that county. This 


: Hye she 
| abandoned, to either of these governmens. If || may have delegated, is not only no rebellion, but 


them in their united capacity should be defined || they were relinquished, the State would no longer || no cause of war on the part of other confederates, 
and punished as treason. Would the United || existasa body-politic; the sovereignty would be unless such withdrawal menace the safety or the 
States have had the power to define and punish || in the Government to which it was transferred; || existence of the other States. It is of the deepest 
the crime of treason without express grant in the || and to the people would be left, not that regulated || importance to the peace and tranquillity of these 
Constitution? Certainly not. In 1832, a ques- || right, acknowledged and recognized by American || States, to the cause of humanity itself, that the 
tion was raised whether the German couthibone: theory and practice, but that imaginary sover- || legal principles ones tothe act of secession be 
tion was a State, and consequently the object of || eignty which is supposed to exist even under a || clearly understood and conclusively established. 
treason. The Diet, for future cases, decreed to || despotic monarchy, If secession be rebellion, and coercive measures 
the effect that since every State was part and par- || | The States, and they alone, being parties to the || be used for its suppression, the citizens of the 
celof the confederation, crimes committed against || Constitution, it is as between them a compact, or || State, actas they may, would be treated as trai- 
the Confederation should be punished as treason || league, although it is a frame of Government for || tors on the one hand to the United States, and on 
against every particular State. (Westminster || those upon whom it operates; and the States being || the other to the State. This may be said to be an 
Review, July, 1860.) Legislation was required in || sovereign members of this league, or confeder- || ordinary, though cruel, contingency of rebellion. 
Germany before the crime against the confedera- || acy, have a right, as stable as the foundations of || But if no coercion be used, (although the act be 
tion could be punished; and had it been determined |! international law, to renounce the league at any || proclaimed rebellion,) then the citizens who sup- 
that the crime should be punished as treason || time, and withdraw from the federation. They || port the State, though proclaimed traitors, pass 
against the State where committed, its soundness || are bound to their confederates by the ties of good || unmolested; but how ere and miserable the 
could not have been disputed. faith. The tranquillity and security of mankind | fate of those who exhibit fidelity and attachment 
Zut if the Constitution had not defined the || depend upon a due regard to the rights of others. || to the United States. Deceived and ensnared by 
crime of levying war as treason against the Uni- || But each State can, with or without cause, sepa- || the denunciations of the Federal authorities that 
ted States, would not the offense have been trea- || rate from the others, being answerable as one | secession is unlawful, seditious, and rebellious, 
son against the State where committed ? The Con- || nation is to another. Ifa treaty has been already || they might, to maintain the Union, be induced to 
stitution and laws of the United States are in fact || violated by the other parties, her separation is no || oppose this denounced rebellion by force of arms. 
the laws and constitution of the State, and the |} just cause of war. Eaca party or nation must || Their “ fidelity ’’ would receive no support from 
crime might have been regarded asa breach of || judge for itself; and if her confederates will make || the Government to which they had devoted their 
allegiance to the State. war upon aseceding State, with or without cause, || lives; they would be abandoned to the mercy of 
But nothing can be inferred against the federa- || she must abide the issue. The right of secession || those who had been denounced traitors by the Fed- 
tive character of the Union from the fact that a || depends on international law. It is above and || eral Government, and would be laughed to scorn 
crime against the common Government is defined || independent of the Constitution. If, however, || for their folly in putting their trust in the words of 
and is to be punished as treason. sovereignty itself was but a right, then it exists || this great and powerful Government. But this 
This is the stipulation and agreement of the || in the State, among the reserved rights under the || confusion, this monstrousincongruity, the fruitful 
several sovereign parties. They were under no |} Constitution. Such right has not been prohibited || source of mischiefand civil internecine war, would 
compulsion to adhere strictly to the technicality || to the States. But sovereignty is the ‘creator, || vanish ifthe fundamental principles of the Union, 
that treason was the breach of allegiance. They || not the creature of constitutions. The Constitu- || as a compact between sovereign parties, were rec- 
had the power to define any crime against them || tion does not deal with sovereignty in any other || ognized and appreciated. The withdrawal by a 
jointly to be treason. If waragainst the old Con- | manner except as receiving all its grants and au- || State for just cause would be peaceful. 
tederacy had been defined treason against the Uni- || thority from that source. Before secession, the citizens of the State may 
ted States, this would not have impugned its || Ifthe States be sovereign, the act of withdrawal || oppose the separation, if they deem it impolitic or 
character as a federation, nor the sovereignty of || cannot, without an utter misconception and con- || inexpedient, by all lawful means. But after wo owt 
the constituent States; nor can it derogate from || fusion of terms, be pronounced abilon. This || ration, which ipso facto releases them from obe- 
the sovereignty of these parties that, in the new || is the open renunciation of the authority of the || dience to the Federal authority, it becomes their 
compact, they defined the crime of levying war || Government to which one owes allegiance. The || duty to support the State in the operation of its 
against them jointly to be treason, and provided || distinction between a rebel and an enemy is, that || independence, andas the sovereign to whom they 
for its punishment. || the former owes allegiance to the Government he || owe their allegiance. On these plain and con- 
From the facts and considerations detailed, the } attacks. Now, a sovereign State owes no alle- || clusive principles there would, if war supervened, 
conclusion is irresistible that the States were, each || giance to any power. Its citizen owes obedience || be no rebellion, no treason. There would be en- 
one of them, sovereign, prior to the adoption of 1 to the Government of the United States as long || emies, but no rebels. 
the Federal Constitution; that the Constitution || 
is a compact between these sovereign States, by 


|| as the State remains a member of the Union, ac- I shall not enumerate the violations of the com- 
which they delegated a portion of the powers of || benefit of its protection. He owes this obedience 


knowledging its jurisdiction, and claiming the || pact, the wrongs inflicted on the South, and the 

dangers with which she ismenaced, These have 

sovereignty to be exercised conjointly by a Gen- || solely from the act and consent of his State to the || engendered discord, little less calamitous thari ac- 

eral Government; that they reserved to themselves |} Constitution. When this consent is recalled by || tual hostilities. They have been often depicted 

all the powers not delegated; that they still con- || a State;. when, in the like sovereign. capacity in || in the glowing language of eloquence and truth; 
tinued as States; that they ratified the Constitu- || which she gave her assent, it is retokee: she 
tion, each State for itself, in its highest sovereign | dissevers the ties between her citizens and the 

















and I shall not repeat them. Senators are familiar 
with the gloomy detailsof the insuits and wrongs 
to the South, and of the causes which are rending 
this vast Confederacy into fragments. I may 
remind Senators, however, that a most powerful 
consideration inducing the consent of Texas to 
annexation was the apprehension of hazard to 
the institution of slavery from the diplomacy of 
Great Britain; and now, when she discovers that 
instead of finding security she hag encountered 
peril, when dangers are thickening around, threat-. 
ening the safety of the institution which lies at 
the foundation of her social organization, and is 
the life-blood of her existence, it cannot be sur- 
prising that she should secure herselfagainst these 
instant and pressing evils, by abandoningt he 





capacity, in convention assembled in each State, || General Government, and expunges their obliga- 


} 

| 
| 
under the law thereof; that it became binding on |} tion to obey the Constitution or laws of the United 
the people of each State by the act of the State, || States. | 
and not by the ratification of any or of all the The act of a sovereign, declaring a compact, 
other States; that the people of the several States, || league, or treaty, no longer binding on him, has 
acting as distinct political communities, were the || never been defined or treated as rebellion. Whether | 
poten to the compact; that no such political body || there be or not just cause for such declaration, it | 
las existed as the people of the United States, || is no violation of his allegiance, for he owes none 
nor were they a party to the compact in a politi- || to the cosovereign parties inthe league; and the | 
cal capacity, or otherwise, except as the people || act of the sovereign binds the citizen, and absolves | 
of thirteen separate and distinct States; that, || him from obedience to the compact. The citizen | 
though high and important powers of sovereignty || is not individually responsible for the acts of the | 
were delegated, yet sovereignty itself remained || State to which his allegiance is due. The State is | 
in the people severally of the States, that they || responsible. The citizen owes his allegiance to | 
have only delegated powers, not sovereignty. || the State, and is bound te obey her acts; and these || Confederacy, and adopting such measures as will 


Each State, or the people of each State, asa || are a justification in law of his refusal to obey the || effectually protect her rights, and the tranquil en- 
political body, being sovereign, has the unques- || laws of the United States. It would be to extin- | joyment of her liberties. 


tioned power to modify, change, control, and sub- | guish all the lights of international law, to hold that ut the controversy about the causes of sepa- 
vert their State governmentand establish another; || the withdrawal of a sovereign’State from a con- | ration is no longer the question of primary inter- 





or, whatisequivalent, they can revoke their grants || federacy, and her mandate that the laws 6f such || est, kt has passed that stage in its progress. The 

of power, and adopt'a new constitution or chart || confederacy should no longer have force within || process of disintegration has begu», and is mak- 

of grants. This principle of sovereignty is so well || the limits of her territory, are of no higher au- ing ae advances; and the absorbing :ssue 1s: 
Ht 


is separation be effected in peace, or result 


recognized, that, generally, the mode of its exer- || thority ‘than the declaration of the people of a || sha 
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in war? Several of the States have, by solemn | principles is a war of the States, une against the other. I 
ordinances of conventions acting in their highest || a a eee easy: 
sovereign capacity, resumed their delegated pow- to Goeece eapeasion bodies—States in their political aa 
ers, withdrawn from the Confederacy, and de- || city. 
clared themselves separate and independentStates, | #0 armed force. 
Has this Government the power under the Con- | 

stitution to reduce, by military force, a seceding |! 
State or her citizens to obedience? That such 
power is not expressly granted in the Constitu- 


If we should attempt to execute the laws 


quent State, it would involve the good and bad, the inno- 
cent and the guilty, in the same calamity.”°—2 Elliot’s De- 
bates, p. 199. 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


No coercion is applicable to such bodies but that of | 


of the Union by sending an armed force against a delin- | 


tion, is admitted. That it wasdeliberately refused, || 


is shown bythe journals of the convention. In 
the plans submitted by Mr. Randolph and Mr. 
Paterson, there was provision to employ the | 
pose of the Union to enforce obedience to the 
aws of the United States. In the discussion, Mr. 
Madison observed that— 

“The more he reflected on the use of force, the more he 
doubted the practicability, the justice and efficiency of it, 
when applied to people collectively and not individually. 
AUnion of States, containing such an ingredient, seemed 
to provide for its own destruction. The use of force against 
@ State would look more like a declaration of war than an 
infliction of punishment, and would probably be consid- 
ered, by the party attacked, a dissolution of all the previous 


contracts by which it might be bound.’’—Madison Papers, | 


p- 761. 


The clause was then postponed, and never 
resumed. 


Mr. Mason denounced the plan of military || 
coercion in very emphatic terms, as follows: I 


* The most jarring elements of nature—fire and water— 
themselves are not more incompatible than such a mixture 
of civil liberty and military execution.” * = * . e 
‘In one point of view he was struck with horror at the 
prospect of recurring to this expedient. T’o punish the non- 

yment of taxes with death, was a severity not yet adopted 
ry despotism itself; yet this unexampled cruelty would be 


|| position. 


Can it be imagined that the framtrs of the Con- 


stitution, denouncing.as they did the coercion of | ; on 
, 8 y | she to resist the laws of Great Britain or attem 


arms against a State in the strongest terms, in- 
tended that the power to enforce the laws against 
individuals, through peaceable processes before 
the ordinary magistracy, should be so perverted 
as to authorize the use of force against States; 
thus effecting, by fraud and stratagem, that which 
they openly denounced and solemnly refused? 
The very statement of the case confutes the sup- 
Every argument which had been urged 
for years against force to coerce States, was as 
potent under the new Union as the old Confeder- 
ation. The change from the action of the laws 
on States to individuals infused, it is true, vast 
energy into the Government. Under the laws of 
Congress, the Government may, in aid of civil 
tribunals, resort to force to suppress insurrections 
of disorderly and refractory individuals against its 
authority. ‘The insurrection may be wide-spread, 
embracing, vast masses of individuals; but if the 
resistance be not organized under the authority of 
a State, it is but an insurrection or rebellion, and 
may be suppressed by the whole force of the 


| United States. 


But this power against insurgents was never to 
be used against States. Our fathers suffered the 
Confederacy to fall into total impotency rather 
than allow military force against States. To rem- 
edy this, they granted, in substance, power, civil 
and military, against individuals; but never to be 
converted into an instrument against the States in 


mercy, compared to a military collection of revenue, in 
which the bayonet could make no discrimination between 
the innocent and the guilty.”’— Madison Papers, p. 914. 
Mr. Hamilton, on more than one occasion, rep- 
robated the scheme of employing force against 
States. In a speech in the New York convention, 
he insisted that the radical vice of the old confed- 


eration was, that the laws of the Union applied to 
the States in their corporate capacity; that States 


executed requisitions only as suited their conve- | 


nience or advantage; and, in reference to the coer- 
cion of delinquent States, he said: 

“ To coerce the States is one of the maddest projects that 
was ever devised. A failure of compliance will never be 
confined toa single State. This being the case, can we 
suppose it wise to hazard a civil war? Suppose Massa- 
chusetts, or any large State, should refuse, and Congress 
should attempt to compel tliem : would they not have influ- 
ence to procure assistance, especially from those States 
who are in the same situation as themselves? What pic- 
ture does this idea present to our view, Congress marching 
the troops of one State into the bosom of another—this 
State, collecting auxiliaries, and forming, perhaps, a ma 
jority against its Federal head? Here is a nation at war 
with itself. Can any reasonable man be well disposed to- 
wards a Govegnment which makes war and carnage the 
only means of supporting itself—a Government that can 
exist only by the sword ?”’ : 

The plan of the coercion of a State by force of 
arms was no new scheme, upon which the mem- 
bers of the convention expressed hasty and ill- 
digested opinions. Asthe laws applied to States 
under the old Confederacy, and not generally to 
individuals, it was not necessary for a State to 
approve a law. If the State did not act, the law 
was defeated. If coercion by force against States 
was necessary or admissible under any federative 
Union, it was under the old Confederation. The 
States were often delinquent, and the Government 
of the Union reduced to a shadow; and yet the 
United States could not obtain power to compel the 
States to fulfill their Federal engagements. 

The proposition for military force against 
States had been discussed for years; and the op- 
position of the convention, and the refusal to grant 
such power in the new Constitution, was the re- 
sult of mature deliberation. ; 

But it may be said that the denunciation of mil- 
itary force was to induce and commend to popular 
favor the change by which the Federal laws were 
made to operate immediately on individuals, and 
not, as formerly, on the States in their corporate 
capacity. That this consideration had its influ- 
ence, appears from the debates themselves. One 
scheme was called the coercion of force; the other, 
the coercion of law. Mr. Ellsworth, in the Con- 
necticut convention, after painting in strong colors 
the imbecility of the Confederacy from the want 


| the Federal Union. 








the cases which would very rarely occur of active 
organized resistance by them against the laws of 
r. Hamilton, in the six- 
teenth number of the Federalist, denounces the 
use of military force against the sovereign States 
of a Confederacy, declares the effect to be civil 
and bloody wars; commends the Constitution, on 
the ground that it carries its agency to the persons 
of the cifizens, and can employ the arm of the 
ordinary magistracy to execute its resolutions; 
and in answer to the objection that a State, dis- 


| affected to the authority of the Union, could at 


any time obstanct the execution of its laws, does 
not recommend the employment of force against 
the State; ae of the experiment; but ex- 
presses, in substance, that through the concur- 
rence of the majority of the Legislature, of the 


| courts of justice, and of the body of the people, 


such resistance would meet with success, and, 
that attempts of the kind would not be often made. 

In the twenty-eighth number of the Federalist, 
Mr. Hamilton says: 


‘© It may safely be received as an axiom in our political 
system, that the State governments will, in all possible con- 
tingencies, afford complete security against invasions of 
public liberty by the national authority. Projects of usurp- 
ation cannot be masked under pretenses so likely to escape 
the penetration of select bodies of men, as of the people at 
large. The Legisiature will have better means of informa- 
tion; they can discover the danger at a distance ; and pos- 
sessing all the organs of civil power, and the confidence of 
the people, they can at once adopt a regular plan of oppo- 
sit‘on, in which they can combine all the resources of the 
community. They can readily communicate with each 
other in the different States, and unite their common forces 
for the protection of their common liberty.”’ 


But, if military force was denied to the old Con- 


| federacy for the execution of any of its laws; if the 
| grant for the like purpose was refused under the 
Pp 


resent Constitution; and if there be no pretext 


| that, under the plea of enforcing laws against 


individuals, coercion of arms may be — 
ow 


claim in the General Government to coerce a 
State into submission, that has by solemn ordi- 
nance dissolved all connection with the Union, and 
resumed its separate suvereignty and independ- 
ence? 

The objection toa military force against a State 
was, that it would involve war and bloodshed. If 
this be valid, even when a State is in the Union, 


— a sovereign State,—car there be as 
0 
| 


of acoercion of force—that without coercion there || jz : dint . ; 
. acquires prodigious power against any attemp 

could be no Government—said : || to employ force against a State which has as- 
* The only question is, shall it be a coercion of law or a i sumed separate sovereignty, claiming no advant- 
coercion of arms? There is no other possible alternative. from the Union and owing it no duties or 


Wh iN those who o a coercion of law come out? va so ren 
Where will they end? A necessary cananquanes of their |! 0 tions. The true ground of objection to force 


} 
| 
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| State, then the denunciations of military force 











against a State is its sovereignty. If this is q 
consolidated Government, if the States are pro- 
vinces or departments—if they hold the POSition 
to the Union that a district or county does to a 
° are 
unmeaning. England and Scotland were inde- 
cree kingdoms. They were united into the 
ingdom of Great Britain. Neither Madison 
Hamilton, or any statesman or publicist, would 
denounce the use of force against Scotland wey. 
wn 
to secede, for the reason that Scotland had ie 
quished her sovereign character, and is but a pro- 
Vince or territorial division of the new kingdom. 
Will any one contend that the States hold the 
relative position to the Union that Scotland does 
to the kingdom of Great Britain? Scotland has 
no independent Legislature, no civil state, no con- 
trol over life, liberty, or property; no reserved 
powers, as has each State of this /nion 3 and mili- 
tary coercion which may be Applied to the first as 
a rebellious province, a part of a political unity, 
cannot, at least without express grant, be used 
against the latter, which is a sovereignty, not a 
part of a political unity, but a political unit itself, 
which, with other units, make the multiple of the 
Union, or, out of the Union, a complete and inde- 
pendent aT 

As the question of force against a seceding State 
depends mainly upon the character of the Goy- 
ernment, whether consolidated or a confederation 
by compact of sovereign States, and as the soy- 
ereignty of the States and the right of seces- 
sion were never asserted with more felicity and 
cogency than in the resolutions offered by Mr. 
Randolph, at Charlotte, in 1852, I will read then 
as a part of my argument: 

“Resolved, That Virginia is, and ought to be, a free, sov- 
ereign, and independent State; that she became so by her 
separate act, which has since been recognized by the civ- 
ilized world, and has never been disavowed, retracted, or 
in anywise impaired or weakened by any subsequent act 
of hers. 

“Resolved, That when, for common defense and com- 
mon welfare, Virginia entered into a strict league of amn- 
ity with the other twelve colonies of British North Amer- 
ica, she parted with no portion of her sovereignty, although, 
from the necessity of the case, the authority to enforce obe- 
dience thereto was, in certain cases, and for certain pur- 
poses, delegated to the common agents of the whole con- 
federacy. 

“Resolved, That Virginia has never parted with the right 
to recall the authority so delegated, for good and sufficient 
cause, norAvith the right to judge of the sufficiency of such 
cause, and to secede from the Confederacy whensoever she 
shall find the benefits of Union exceeded by its evils— 
union being the means of securing liberty and happiness, 
and not an end to which these should be sacrificed. 

Resolved, That the allegiance of the people of Virginia 
is due to her; that to her their allegiance is due, while to 
them she owes the protection against the consequences of 
such obedience.”’ 

In the language of the resolution, Virginia has 
not parted with the authority to recall her dele- 
ated powers. She expressly reserved her right 
in her act of ratification, declaring that powers 
granted under the Constitution, being derived from 
the people of the United States, may be resumed by 
them whenever the same shall be perverted to 
their injury or oppression, and that every power 
not granted thereby remains with them, and at 
their will. The language is wanting in precision, 
but its meaning cannot be mistaken. It speaks of 
the people of the United States. But as they did 
not collectively, or as a political body, grant any 
powers, so none can be resumed by them. The 
— of each State granted powers; and they can 

e resumed only by the people of each State. Vir- 
ginia was acting for her own people, and could 
speak only for them. : 

In the ratification by New York, the delegation 
of power by the people of the State, and their 
right of resumption, are expressed in terms of 
great clearness: 


“ That all power is originally vested in, and consequently 
derived from, the people, and that government is instituted 
by them for their common interest, protection, and security. 
That the powers of Government may be reassumed by the 
people, whensoever it shall become necessary to their hap- 
piness; that every power, jurisdiction, and right, which ts 
not by the said constitution clearly delegated to the Con- 
gress of the United States, or the de ents of the Gov- 
ernment thereof, remains to the people of the several States, 
or to their respective State governments, to whom they 
may have granted the same.” 

Rhode Island also declared: 

«That all power is naturally vested in, and consequently 
derived from the people; that magistrates, therefore, are 
their trustees and agents, and at all times amenable to them. 
That the powers of government may be reassumed by the 
people whensoever it shall become necessary to their hap 
piness.’’ 


. 
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What would these provisions mean if inserted 





| 
| 


in the constitution of a State? That the powers of || 


Government could be resumed, but only through 
war and blood? Certainly not. 


They affirm in || 


American political science a recognized, peaceful | 


right of resumption by the people of the several 
States, the grantors, whether the grant were to the 
government of the State or the 
confederated Republic. 


overnment of a | 
Small would have been 


our advanee in the paths of liberty, in vain would | 


the blood of the Revolution have been shed, if 
this be but the assertion of a right which a down- 
trodden serf any claim, with a halter round his 
neck and the gallows as his doom, if his resist- 
ance through blood and carnage be unsuccessful. 

Having established the positions that the States 
relieqaiane’ no portion of sovereignty, and that 
their right to resume their delegated powers is per- 
fect, the act of secession furnishes no legal or justi- 
fiable ground for war against a State by its former 
confederates. ‘The compact was broken by the 
North, and it is no cause of hostility that it should 
now be treatedas broken by the South. We are 
at peace with all the world, and the separation of 
one or more States from the Confederacy does 


notendanger the safety or the existence of others. | 
Butadmitthat secession is rebellion, will you make | 


war on five States, five million people, increased 
probably to fifteen Statesand twelve million? Can 
you possibly dream of conquest in a war of this 


character? You cannot employ the forces of the | 
United States unless in aid ore processes; | 
when among the | 


and how can these be obtaine 
millions you are attempting to coerce none can be 
found who would hold office under your Govern- 
ment? But should you disregard the provisions 
of the Constitution, declare martial law, and at- 
tempt to crush out the spirit of liberty, be_not 


deceived with the delusion that you will triumph | 
Would | 


in this wicked warfare, nor that the war 
spend all its fury in the South. Assaults can be 
best repelled by assuming the offensive. 

If for peace weare to have desolation, the butch- 
ery of our finest youths, the mangled limbs of men, 
the shrieks of the virgin, the smoke and ashes of 
consumed habitations, think you that these scents 
of horror will not be enacted in your opulent and 
magnificent cities, your great towns, and beautiful 
hamlets? If warshould come, its calamities will 
be inflicted on the whole country, and blood will 
redden the streams of the North and the South. 
Let no countenance be given the delusion that 
slavery is an element of weakness, or that the 
South would be endangered from slave insurrec- 
tions. 
antiquity were slaveholders. 
South, have lived long upon the earth, and have 
never witnessed even an attempt at an insurrec- 
tion. 
few have any foundation other than the causeless 


alarm, or, though rarely, a spirit of mischief. || 
The phantasm that there is no sense of security | 


in the South, is utterly groundless and superla- 


tively absurd. Many of the slaves, raised with | 


The heroes and conquering nations of | 
was born in the | 


Of the rumors of this character, but very | 


| 
| 





their masters, joining with them in all the sports | 


of boyhood, the constant recipients of their kind- 
ness in sickness and health, would eagerly sacri- 
fice their lives in theirdefense. And all of them, 
regarding their masters very justly as their guard- 
ians and protectors, would most willingly en- 
counter danger and render service to secure their 
triumph. But this would not be necessary; the 
slaves would continue their agricultural labors, 
while the war would rage in a sphere above them. 
The food and supplies of the country would thus 
be constantly produced, while these would be very 
much endangered in the free-labor sections, where 
every inhabitant may be dragged from his field to 
the camp. 

Such very few insurrections as have occurred, 
and the plans of risings that have been detected, 
have invariably been partial—limited to a neigh- 
borhood, county, or small district. The alarms 
have been partial, and very quickly subside; and 
the idea that the South would be required to em- 
ploy part of its forces to prevent insurrection 
could have originated only in the disordered brain 
of a fanatic; and I dismiss it as unworthy of con- 
sideration, Bad men may attempt excitement, 
and may create irritation; but they will have no 
more success in disturbing the loyalty of the slave 


pulation than did John Brown in his raid at | 


arper’s Ferry. 
hy cheald. there be war between the United 
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States of the North and the United States of the | 
South. If the United States of Mexico and the 
States of America now live in peace to the mutual 
advantage of both countries, why should not the 
confederacies that are now springing into life be | 
at peace? The dissolution of this Union is not 
an end of free government. Its power gives 
security and repose to the people; and this is the 
cause of their rapid advancement in all the ele- 
ments of prosperity and greatness. But this devel- 
opment and prosperity will flow on in increased 
volume and grandeur under any free Govern- 
ments strong enough to repel foreign aggression 
and repress domestic dissension. ‘The two con- 
federacies would, in a few years, be each of them 
more powerful than the existing Government; 
and if there be amity between them, (there being 
no internal elements of discord in either confed- 
eracy,) the progress and improvement of each 
would attain a height and greatness of which 
history furnishes no example. 

I will notice but very briefly the charge of in- 
gratitude against the State of Texas, should she 
attempt a separation from the United States. It 
must be remembered that the United States did 
not, by the annexation of Texas, propose exclu- 
sively or mainly the benefit of the latter. 

The official records show that the honor, peace, 
and safety of the United States were the principal 
considerations. Among other proofs 4; this, I 
refer to the inaugural message of President Polk. 
He said: 


“ None can fail to see the danger to our safety and future 
peace if Texas remains an independent State, or becomes 
an ally or dependency of some foreign nation more pow- 
erful than herself. Is there one among our citizens who 
would not preter perpetual peace with Texas to occasional 
wars, which so often occur between bordering independent 
nations? Is there one who would not prefer free intercourse 
with her, to high duties on all our products and manutac- 
tures which enter her ports or cross her frontiers? Is there 
one who would not prefer an unrestricted communication 
with her citizens, to the frontier obstructions which must 
occur ifshe remains out of the Union?” 

I will recur very briefly to the conditions of 
annexation. The United States demanded the 
unconditional surrender of the arms and forts of 
Texas, and all the means of public defense; al- 
though now, when their own arms and forts are 
in question, the savage cry of the swarming mil- 
lions of the North is, ** we will have the forts or we 
will have blood.’’ I will not comment on the terms 
in relation to slavery. ‘The statement of them 
would be their condemnation. This vast acces- 
sion to the United States of fertile tefritory, in a 
delightful climate, was characterized in the Pres- 
ident’s message of December 2, 1845, as a ** blood- 





less achievement.’’ The sword had no part, nor |) 


did the purse have any in the victory. 

True, Texas retained her public lands; but 
those, after the surrender of the revenue from cus- 
toms, were her principal resource for the extin- 
guishment of the sacred debt of the war of inde- 
pendence, and for the support of the government | 
and the existence of the Republic. But Texas is 
charged—at least indirect] y—with being the cause 
of the war with Mexico, with its enormous ex- 
penditures of money, and of the blood and lives 
of thousands who fell upon the battle-field, covered 
with imperishable honors. Can it be possible that 
all these vast expenditures were incurréd, that 
State after State of Mexico was overrun, that its 
proud Capital was occupied by our victorious 
armies—and all this for the defense of Texas, and 
the integrity of her soil? Let us examine the 
facts. 

Mr. Polk, in his message of Deéember, 1846, 


| of the President, of Ma 


595 


in favor of annexation; that it would have been 


| & violation of good faith to the people of Texas 
| to have refused aid against a threatened invasion 
_ to which they had been exposed by their free determ- 


ination to annex themselves to our Union. 


“The war has not been waged with a riew to conquest; 
but having been commenced by Mexico, it has been carried 
into the enemy's country, and will be vigorousty prosecuted 
there, with a view to obtain an honorable peace, and thereby 
to secure an ample indemnity for the expenses of the war 
as well as to our much injured citizens, who hold large 
pecuuiary demands against Mexico.” 

It is apparent, from the message, that the in- 
vasion by Mexico of the territory of Texas was 
occasioned by the on of the terms of an- 
nexation by the latter; that though Mexico struck 
the first blow, yet the United States immediately 
assumed the aggressive ,—extended her conquests, 
not for the defense of Texas, but to secure indem- 
nity for the expenses of the war, and the losses 
and wrongs of the injured citizens. These gricv- 
ances had been set forth in the previous message 
11, 1846; and Congress 
| responded by the act of May 13, 1846, authoriz- 
ing fifty thousand volunteers and ten million ap- 
eae The proclamation from the War 

epartment, issued by General Taylor, of June 
4, 1846, shows that the United States were pros- 
ecuting the war for causes other than the defense 
of Texas. Here is the proclamation of General 
Taylor: 

“To the people of Mexico: After many years of patient 
endurance, the United States are at length constrained to 
acknowledge that a war now exists between our Govern- 
ment and the Government of Mexico. For many years our 
citizens have been subjected to repeated insults and inju- 
ries, our vessels and cargoes have been seized and confis- 
cated, our merchants have been plundered, maimed, im- 
prisoned, without cause and without reparation. Atlength 
your Government acknowledged the justice of our claime, 
and agreed, by treaty, to inake satisfaction, by payment of 
several million dollars ; but this treaty has been violated by 
your rulers, and the stipulated payments have been with- 








declares that the war with Mexico was not pro- 
voked by the United States; that— 

* After years of endurance of aggravated and unredressed 
wrongs on our part, Mexico, in violation of solemn treaty 
stipulations, and of every principle of justice recognized 
by civilized nations, commenced hostilities; and thus, by 
her own act, foreed the war upon us. Long before the 
advance ot our Army to the left bank of the Rio Grande, 
we had ample cause of war against Mexico.” 

He presents a gloomy list of the insults and 
spoliationsy the wrongs and outrages, committed | 
by Mexico against the citizens of the United States | 
for a period of more than twenty years; that if 
these had been resented, the war would have been 
avoided; that the annexation of Texas was no 
just cause of offense to Mexico; that Texas had 
been an independent State for more than ten 
years; that the threats of Mexico to invade the 
territory of Texas became more imposing as it 
became more apparent that Texas would decide 


held. Our late etfort to terminate all difficulties by peace- 
ful negotiation has been rejected by the Dictator Paredes; 
and our minister of peace, whom your rulers had agreed to 
receive, has been retused a hearing. He has been treated 
with indignity and insult, and Paredes has announced that 
war exists between us.” 

And here are the purposes for which the war is 
waged: 

‘© We come to obtain reparation for repeated wrongs and 
| injuries; we come to obtain indemnity for the past and se- 
| curity for the future.”’ 

The only indemnity for the long-deferred claims 
of our citizens, and the reimbursement of the ex- 
| penses of the war, was stated in the meSsage of 
December, 1847, to be a cession of a portion of 
the territory of MeXico to the United States; 
that the doctrine of ‘no territory was no indem- 
nity,’’ and if sanctioned, would be @ public ac- 
knowledgment that our country was wrong, that 
the war declared by Congress with extraor ed, 
unanimity was unjust, and should be abandoned; 





| 
|| “fan admission unfounded in fact, and degrading 


_ to the national character.’’ This is an unequivo- 

cal acknowledgment, that no matter with what in- 
tent Mexico may have stricken the first blow, or 
| in other words, shed ‘“*American blood on Ameri- 
| can soil,’’ yet the United States prosecuted the war 
| to obtain indemnity for the grievous and aceumu- 
| lated wrongs of their citizens. 

Texas is surely not responsible, morally or 
| otherwise—or at least to but a limited extent—for 
| the vast expenditures of money, or for the lives of 
so many valiant and heroic men sacrificed in the 
prosecution of this war of conquest, to indemnify 
citizens of the United States, and secure them 
against future wrongs. One effect of the war was 
to secure Texas against foreign aggression; and 
for that she has not been wanting in gratitude. 
Another result was the cession of New Mexico 
and California to the United States, or five hun- 
dred and twenty-six thousand and scventy-eight 
square miles west of the RioGrande, The latter, 
namely, California, has supplied the world with 
$500,000,000 of its circulation, all drawn from 
the rich mineral lands of the United States. If 
the gold be extracted by squatters without right 
or title, it is the misfortune of the Government, 
but does not impair the value of the acquisition. 

The fortifieations and the arms and military 
stores of the United States in Texas are too ut- 
terly insignificant to deserve notice. Of the more 
_ than thirty million dollars expended for fortifica- 
| tions in the United States, but $500 have been 


| laid out in Texas. There is but a beggarly ac- 


count of small arms in the United States arsevals 
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in Texas—a few more, perhaps, than five thou- 


sand, including the serviceable and unserviceable. | War, Governor Marcy, in his instructions to the 
commanding officer at Santa Fé, declared that— 


The sale, four years after annexation, of a large 
portion of the territory of Texas to the United 
States has frequently been made the subject of 
reproach. The cry that our tile was not good, 
insulting and groundless as it is, has become stale 
from repetition. The boundary of Texas, from 
the mouth of the Rio Grande to its source, was 
ere by Texas from the commencement of 
ier revolution, and was recognized in the first law 
on her statute-book, in 1836. That this was the 
boundary of Texas, fixed by legislation, was 
known to Mexico; it was known to the United 
States, and tothe great Powers of Europe, among 


whom we took rank asa nation. The war be- | 


tween Texas and Mexico was not about bound- 
ary. Mexico claimed the whole country; and so 
did Texas; though during the progress of annex- 
ation, Mexico proposed to acknowledge the in- 
dependence of ‘Texas, leaving the boundary to 
future negotiations. 

By the articles of annexation, Texas author- 
ized the United States to adjust all questions of 


boundary that might arise with Mexico. ‘The | 


tide of Texas to the whole of her territory was 
founded upon thesword. She wasunder no moral, 


legal, or internauonal obligation to restrict the || 


limits of the Republic to the lines of the old prov- 


ince of Texas; nor did the validity of her title, at | 


least with respect to the United States, depend 


upon the actual possession and jurisdiction over | 
every foot of her territory. And such was the | 
opinion of the United States in sending troops to | 
the lower Rio Grande. The country in the im- | 


mediate vicinity of that river had been and was 
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| Mexico, lying cast of the Rio Grande, the civil authority 





On the 12th of October, 1848, the Secretary of | 


“In regard to that part of what the Mexicans call New 


which ‘Texas has established, or may establish there, is to 


| be respected, and in no manner to be interfered with by 


| lend aid on proper occasions in enforcing it.”’ 


|, and could she end the controversy by tortiously | 


then in the occupation of the Mexican authorities; || 


and all the acts of that de factoGovernment rela- | 
tive to private rights, up to possession by the | 
Ameriean troops, have been recognized by the || 
judicial tribunals as valid and binding. But yet | 


the United States asserted the right of Texas, and 
declared that the blood of her soldiers poured out 
on the battle-fields of Palo Alto and Resaca de la 
Palma was * American blood shed upon Ameri- 
can soil.”’ 

The United States, from annexation, in 1846, 


to 1850, recognized the validity of our title to the | 
country east of the upper Rio Grande. General | 


Kearny, in taking possession of New Mexico, 
in August, 1846, speaking in the name of his Gov- 
ernment, declared to the people that he considered, 


and had for some time considered, the country as | 


a part of the territory of the United States. This 
was an assertion of the title of Texas. It could 
not possibly have been a part of the United States 
unless by being a part of Texas. The President, 
in February, 1847, admitted that the possession 
of the country by the United States was held in 
subserviency to the title of Texas. This will be 
seen by reference to his special message of July 
24, 1848. Here is the message of Mr. Polk: 


** Under the circumstances existing during the pendency 
of the war, and while the whole of New Mexico, as 
elaimed by our enemy, was in our military occupation, I 
was not unmindful of the rights of Texas to that portion 
of it which she claimed to be within her limits. [n answer 


to a letter from the Governor of Texas, dated on the 4th | 


of January, 1847, the Secretary of State, by my direction, 
informed him, in a letter of the 12th of February, 1847, that, 
in the President’s annual message of December, 1846, ‘ you 


have already perceived that New Mexico is at present in | 


the temporary occupation of the troops of the United States, 
and the government over it is military in its character. It 
is merely such a government as must exist under the laws 
of nations and of War, to preserve order, and protect the 
rights of the inhabitants, and will cease on the conclusion 
of a treaty of peace with Mexico. Nothing, therefore, can 
be more certain than that this temporary government, re- 
sulting from we eee hoe never injuriously affect the right 
which the President 

to the whole territory on this side of the Rio Grande when- 
ever the M@xican claim to it shall have been extinguished 
to it by treaty. But this is a subject which more properly 
belongs to the legislative than the executive branch of the 
Government.’ 

“ The result of the whole is, that Texas had asserted a 
—_ to that part of New Mexico east of the Rio Grande, 
which is believed, under the acts of Congress for the an- 
nexation and admission of Texas into the Union as a State, 
and under the constitution and laws of Texas, to be well 
founded.”’ 


Pending the negotiations, Mr. Trist, our com- 
missioner, asserted the obligation of the United 
States to defend the tite of Texas. He said that— 

* Until ascertained by a compact or agreement between 
the United States and Mesico, the boundary between the 
two Republics, when considered with referenee to the na- 
tional obligation to protect their territory from invasion 
could be none other than that very boundary which had 
becn asserted by Texas herself.”’ 


lieves to be justly asserted by Texas | 











| 


| by the United States than could the boundary of 
| Government that Congress has no power over the | 


_of Texas 
|| Texas if settling the boundary question, and 
_ could not have acquired the subject-matter in op- 


| August 6, 1850, menacing punishment against all 
| attempts to enforce the laws of Texas; that the 
| troops under the command of the State of Texas 


the military force in that department, otherwise than to 


These extracts are evidence of the opinions of | 
the Administrationatthe time of the annexation of | 


gotiated the treaty ,and had a thorough knowledge 
of all questions growing out of the annexation pol- 
icy and the war with Mexico. Butthe impregna- 
ble basis of the title of Texas was, that she was ad- 
mitted as a State with boundaries which were not | 
changed, modified, or restricted by the treaty with | 
Mexico; that the boundary of the United States | 


| 

| 
Texas,that prosecuted the waragainst Mexico, ne- 

| 

| 


was so extended as to embrace the utmost limitsof || 


Texas. On these facts the United Siates became | 
utterly powerless with regardJo the title of Texas. 
The boundary of Texascould no more bedisturbed | 
any other State, or of even any foreign nation. 
It has been settled since the foundation of the 


boundaries of a State; and the United States ad- 
mitted the doctrine for years after the annexation 
The United States was the trustee of 


position to the right of the principal. The act 
would bea fraud of ineffable baseness, void in all 
courts and countries where right and equity are 
recognized. She was in one sense the umpire; 


converting the property to her own use? 

But, notwithstanding the acts and admissions 
through the four years of Mr. Polk’s adminis- 
tration, and the indisputable validity of the title 
of Texas, the succeeding Administration evinced 
hostility, which culminated in the message of 





should be treated as intruders and trespassers, 
and that the forces of the United States would be 
employed to coerce a sovereign State, punish her 
citizens acting in obedience to her command as 
criminals, and eject her authorities and laws from 
a large portion of her prescribed and defined lim- 
its. Under such circumstances, with the uplifted 
sword in thé one hand and the purse in the other, 
the United States proposed a purchase of the Ter- 
ritory. 

Texas was in no condition to accept hostilities. 
She hac, prior to annexation, been exhausted by 
the troubles with Mexico and the savage. She 
was hourly acquiring strength by repose and tran- 

uillity. She chose the alternative that true policy 
dictated. Peace was everything to her. War 
would have blasted her prosperity. She determ- | 
ined to disregard the offensive circumstances of | 
the proposal to purchase and accept it as most 
conducive to her highest interest, and solid and | 
permanent advantage. The alternative was pain- | 
ful. The dismemberment of a nation’s territory | 
pierces the heartof every citizen. Itis never sub- | 
mitted to unless to avoid still greater evil. And 
shall the United States, who extorted this terri- 
tory from Texas at almost literally the point of 
bayonet, in order to conceal the odium of the out- 
rage, be suffered to pervert the whole transaction, 
and even invoke sympathy as a purchaser of a 
defective title? Will the despoiler fill the air with 
his cries and complaints asif he himself had been 
the victim? But 1 forbear. I have said enough 
to vindicate the title of Texas. And whether her 
title were good or bad, the United States ought to 
be forever silent; orif she spoke, to pray that the 
angel of mercy might expunge the whole act from 
the pages of history. 

I have spoken to repel assault; but in no cap- 
tious or querulous spirit. On the behalf of Texas, 
I disdain the language of complaint. I vindicate 
the truth of history; nothing more. 

Freely, without price, Texas brought an em- 
pire to the United Statés. Her admission was 
the instrumentality by reason of which there was | 
acquired to the United States the vast region from 
the Rio Grande to the Pacific, with its countless | 
mineral, agricultural, and commercial riches. In| 


the wide domain of Texas the Government has | 


constructed no forts, no court-houses, finished no | 





'} 





arsenals, nocustom-houses, and stored but a ver 
limited supply of arms. Thirty million people 
cannot be drawn into war for the defense of ay 
| miserable forts on the coastof Texas. We ed 
| none. 
| The United States have expended large amounts 
annually in maintaining the troops in Texas 
Troops, in well organized military arrangements. 
are stationed on the frontiers of a country; these 
frontiers have been desolated by the sayage. Ojo 
hundred lives were sacrificed last year; and with jp 
/a month or two thirty were massacred with the 
most shocking barbarities. The troops must'he 


supported, let them be stationed where they wil, 


Texas will never forget the benefits she has de. 
rived from the Union. She has received none 
| from direct legislation. But she has had peace 
| and tranquillity. She has had a sense of security, 

and she has increased from one hundred thousand 
| to six hundred thousand persons, and advanced 
| rapidly in all the elements of wealth and power, 

Texas appreciated the advantages she derived from 
| Mexico, the immense grants of land, exemption 
| from taxation, the mild administration of her laws, 
But for causes justified by the world, Texas was 
| impelled to a separation; and now, on grounds 
_ deemed essential to her security and happiness, 
| she will feel herself constrained to dissolve con- 
| nection with this Confederacy; fling again her 
| glorious aad triumphant banner to the breeze, 
| and establish on 2 secure basis the rights, the lib- 
| erties, and the happiness of her people. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move now to postpone 
the further consideration of this “subject until 
Wednesday next at one o’clock, and make it the 
special order for that time. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JOHN H. WHEELER. 


Mr, SUMNER. I move a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the bill passed the Senate on 
Friday for the relief of John H. Wheeler. I 
voted in the majority. If the bill has been sent 
to the House of Representatives, I wish it to be 
reclaimed, so that we may act upon it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pork in 
the chair.) Does the Senator merely desire that 
the motion be entered, or that it be acted upon 
now? 

Mr. SUMNER. Let the motion be entered; 
that is enough. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be en- 
tered. 

Mr. SUMNER. I would ask if the bill has 
been sent to the House of Representatives? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
says it has not been sent. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. 


CHARLES E. ANDERSON. 


Mr. WILSON. I desire to move to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill (S. No. 272) for the 
relief of Charles E. Anderson was rejected. I 
only ask now to have the motion entered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be en- 
tered. 

PETITIONS. 


Mr. WILSON presented a petition of merchants 
and ship-owners,of Boston, praying that the 
twerfty-ninth section of the tariff bill now before 
Congress may be so amended as to protect their 
interests; and that tea and coffee, when imported 
from any place east of the Cape of Good Hope, 

| may be admitted free of duty; which was referred 
| to the select committee on the tariff. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition of 
citizens of Ann Arbor, Michigan, praying the 
adoption of the compromise measures progee 


by him which was ordered to lie on the table. 


ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
Hoos of Representatives had agreed to the amend- 
ment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 23) for 
the admission of Kansas into the Union. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bills; which 


_ thereupon received the signature of the Vice Presi- 


dent: 

A bill (H. R. No. 507) authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to issue a land warrant to 
' Daniel Davis; and ' 
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A bill (H. R. No. 724) for the relief of Samp- 
son Stanfill. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read twice by their titles, and re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions: 

A bill (No. 752) granting an invalid pension to 

; and 
Jail (Ne. 828) for the relief of Amanda Batts, 
Laura P. W. Young, and Betsey Murdock, heirs | 
of Barbara Walker. | 


GABRIEL J. JOHNSTON. 


Mr. POLK. Iam directed by the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred | 
the bill (H. R. No. 876) for the benefit of Gabriel | 
J. Johnston, to reportit back without amendment; | 
and if the Senate will consent to it, I ask for the 
immediate consideration of the bill. 

Mr. KING. Let it be read for information. 

The Secretary read the bill, which proposes to 
confirm the entry made by Gabriel J. Johnston, 
of Jefferson county, Missouri, on the 2d of No- 
vember, 1829, of the northeast quarter of section 
eleven, in township forty-one north, of range four 
east, in the district of lands subject to sale at St. 
Louis, Missouri, notwithstanding that tract of | 
land was at the time of entry reserved from sale 
as mineral lands; and the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office is fequired to issue to Ga- 
briel J. Johnston a patent for the tract, as in or- 
dinary cases-of the entry of public lands subject 
to sale at private entry. This act is not to be | 
construed to interfere with any existing rights of || 
third persons, but is only to operate as a relin- 
guishment of the title of the United States. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. This is a biil that has 

assed our committee—has it not? 

Mr. POLK. Yes,sir. There will be no ob- 
jection to it. The man has paid his money since | 


| 
| 


1829. The land was reserved for mineral land, |! 


but turned out not to be so. | 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Com- | 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the | 
bill. It was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third | 
time, and passed. 


CHARLES M’CORMICK. 


Mr. LANE. I move to take up the bill reported 
by me the other day from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, for the relief of Doctor McCormick. 
I believe there is no objection to the bill. 

Mr.GRIMES. I object to it at this time, be- 
cause I think the Senate is exhausted; and I there- 
fore move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Oregon moves to take up the bill (S. No. 38) for | 
the relief of Charles McCormick, assistant sur- 

eon United States Army. The Senator from 
owa moves that the Senate do now adjourn, and 
thaymotion will take precedence. 

They motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, January 28, 1861. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. J. G. Burier. 
The Journal of Saturday was read andapproved. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the Committee had ex- 
amined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; and the Speaker thereupon signed the 
same: 

An act (H. R. No. 507) authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Interior to issue a land warrant to 
Daniel Davis; and 


An act (EH. R. No. 724) for the relief of Samp- 
son Stanfill. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Interior Department, in com- 
pliance with the provisions of the eleventh section 
of the act of August 26, 1842, transmitting a state- 
ment showing the names of clerks and other per- 
sons employed by the Interior Department for the 
year ending December 31, 1861, the time they 
wereemployed, anf the amounts they respectively 
received. The communication states that a very 


Prayer 


| tion comes too late. 
| upon the table and ordered to be printed, and 
| another subject has been called up. 


\ | proposed to be extended to them. 
considerable reduction in the clerical force of the | 


Department may be made without detriment to 
the public service. 

It was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Aliso, a communication from the same Depart- 
ment, in response to a resolution of the House, 
directing the Secretary of the Interior, in conjunc- 
tion with the Secretary of War, to report any 


information in their Departments in relation to 


depredations committed by Indians, &e.; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, respecting contracts with that Department 
for the year 1860, in compliance with acts of 1808 
and 1809; which was laid’ on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


BOSTON PETITION. 


Mr. RICE. I have before me a memorial, pur- 
porting to be signed by upwards of fourteen thou- 
sand citizens of Boston, of various political opin- 
ions, asking for the speedy adoption of measures 
for the peaceable adjustment of the difficulties 
which now distract the country. I will merely 
remark that I have been requested, by the com- 
mittee to which the memorial was intrusted, to 
present it to the House, and ask that it be read, 
laid on the table, and be printed. . 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object to the printing. 

The memorial was carricd to the Speaker’s 
table, enveloped in the stars and stripes, and was 
received with considerable applause. 

The Clerk read the memorial, as follows: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States in Congress. 

The memorial of the subseribers, citizens of Boston, 
respectfully showeth : 

That while sharing, in common with their fellow-citi 
zens, the general solicitude at the dangers which are now 
threatening the peace and unity of our country, they desire 
to give their urgent and emphatic expression of the neces- 
sity which seems to exist for mutual conciliation and com- 
promise ; and therefore, without discussion of the merits 
of the various questions at issue, your memorialists hum- 
bly pray that such measures may be speedily adopted by 
Congress for the pacific settlement of our present difficul- 
ties as shall embrace, substantially, such a plan of compro- 
mise as may be deemed expedient to restore tranquillity 
and peace to our now distracted country. 

The memorial was laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


NATHANIEL HEARD. 
Mr. MALLORY. I ask the unanimous con- 


| sent of the House for leave to discharge the Com- 


mittee of the Whole House onthe Private Calendar 
from the further consideration of House bill No. 


| 631, for the relief of the heirs of Nathaniel Heard, 


in order that it may now be put on its passage. 
The report of the committee, which accompanies 


| the bill, if read, will explain the object of the bill; 


and there will be, I think, no objection to its 
assage. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Has my objection to the 
printing of the Boston memorial been regarded? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair heard no objec- 
tion. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I insist on the objection 


which I made. [Cries of * Too late!’’] No, it 


| ig not too late. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the objec- 
The petition has been taid 


Mr. MALLORY. I ask that the bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Nathaniel Heard be read. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. THOMAS. I object to discharging the 
Committee of the Whole House from that bill. 

Mr. McCLERNAND and Mr. BURNETT 
called for the regular order of business, 

Mr. MALLORY. I understood it was agreed 
that the Committegof the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar Maia be discharged from the 
further consideration of the biil. I heard no ob- 
jection to my motion when I made it, and the bill 
was read through. 

The SPEAKER. The bill was read for infor- 
mation. Such is the prastice of the House. 

Mr. MALLORY. I hope that the gentleman 


| from Tennessee will withdraw his objection. Itis 


a meritorious bill. I hope that the House will 
consider it at this time. It has been here for five 
years, and these parties are in need of the relief 
I am sure that 
the gentleman’s sense of justice will induce him 


| 
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to withdraw his objection, if he will hear the 
report. 

Mr. THOMAS. I desire to say to the honor- 
able gentleman from Kentucky that! never inter- 
pose captious objection; and I cannot consent that 
a bill of this sort shall pass without examination. 
When bills are taken up out of their érder, it ean- 
not be expected that members will be prepared to 
acton them. I want time to look into this case; 
and I therefore hold on to my objection, 

Mr. MALLORY. Let the genJdeman withdraw 
his objection and hear the report, 

The SPEAKER. There has been a demand 
for the regular order of business, which in itself 
is an objection to all other business. 


RESOLUTIONS OF MAINE. 


Mr. FOSTER, by unanimous consent, presented 
joint resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 
Maine. 

The Clerk read the resolutions, as follows: 

STATE OF MAINE. 
Resolve relating to existing National .1ffairs. 

Whereas, by advices received from Washington, and by 
information received in many other ways, itappears that an 
extensive combination exists of evil-disposed oo to 
effect the dissolution of the Federal Union and the over 
throw of the Government; and whereas the people of this 
State are deeply attached to the Union and thoroughly loyal 
to the Government, and are heartily devoted to their pres- 
ervation and protection: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Governor be, and hereby is, authorized 
and requested to assure the President of the United States 
of the loyalty of the people of Maine to the Union and the 
Government thereof; and that the entire resources of the 
State in men and money are hereby pledged to the Admin- 
eenane in defense and support of the Constitution and the 

Jnion. — 
In THE House or Rerresentatives, 
January 17, 1861. 


J. G. BLAINE, Speaker. 


Read and passed. 


In Senate, January 18, 1861. 


Read and passed. 
WILLIAM C. HAMMATT, 
President pro tempore. 


Approved January 18, 1861. 
ISRAEL WASHBURN, Jr. 


Orrice or SECRETARY or STaTre, 
Avousta, January 23, 1861. 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the 
original as deposited in this oftice. 
JOSEPH B. HALL, Secretary of State. 
The resolutions were laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Cc. W. C. DUNNINGTON. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded, as the regular 
order of business, to call the States and ‘Territo- 
ries for bills and resolutions for reference. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of C. W. C. Dunning- 
ton; which was read a first and second time by its 
title, referred toa Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompa- 
nying report, ordered to be printed. 


CHILDREN OF REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS. 


Mr. ELIOT introduced a joint resolution ex- 
tending certain acts of Congress to the surviving 
children of the officers and soldiers of the Revo- 
lution; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Revo- 
iutionary Pensions. 


ANN ELIZA PLATT. 

Mr. FENTON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to 
Ann Eliza Platt, widow of Commander Charles 
T. Platt, late of the United States Navy; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
ferred toa Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


BIGLER PROPOSITION. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, [ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill. I do not propose to consume the 
time of the House by asking that it be read. It 
embraces the proposition of compromise offered 
in the Senate by Senator Bieier, of Pennsylva- 
nia. | want some mode adopted by which it wil! be 
—- to the people. Saueard that its reading 

e dispensed with, and that it be referred to any 
committee of this House where it will not be 
strangled. It is entitled a bill to provide for taking 
the sense of the people of the several States on 
certain proposed amendments to the Constitution 
of the United States. 
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The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the select committee of five. 


PETITION FROM NEW JERSEY ON THE CRISIS. 
Mr. RIGGS, by unanimous consent, presented 

a memorial signed by S. R. White and others, 
of the fourth congressional district of New Jer- 
, asking that a national convention may be 


se 
called to settle existing difficulties; which was 
Jaid upon the table. 


RESOLUTIONS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


Mr. COVODE. 1 submit resolutions of the 
State of Pennsylvania. 
The Clerk read the resolutions, as follows: 


Joint resolutions relative to the maintenance of the Consti- 
tution and the Union, adopted by the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, January 24, 1861 : 

Whereas a convention of delegates assembled in the city 
of Charleston, in the State of South Carolina, did, on the 
20th day of December, in the year of our Lord 1860, adopt 
an ordinance, entitled “An ordinance to dissolve the Union 
between the State of South Carvlina and other States uni- 
ted with her, under the compact entitled the * Constitution 
of the United States of America,’ ’’ whereby it is declared 
that the said Union is dissolved; and whereas it becomes 
the duty of the people of Pennsyivania, through their rep- 
resentatives in this General Assembly, to make known 
what they consider to be the objects sought, and the obli- 
gations and duties imposed by the Constitution : 

‘Be it therefore resolved, hy the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in Gen- 
eral Assembly met, and it is hereby resolved, That the Con- 
stitution of the United States of America was ordained and 
established, as sect forth in its preamble, by the people of 
the United States, in order to forms amore perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for 
the common defense, promote the general welfare, and se- 
cure the blessings of liberty to themselves and their poster- 
ity; and if the people of any State in this Union are notin 
the full enjoyment of all the benefits intended to be secured 
to them by the said Constitution ; if their rights under it 
are disregarded, their tranquillity disturbed, tneir prosperity 
retarded, or their liberties imperiled, by the people of any 
other State, full and adequate redress can, and ought to be, 
provided for such grievances through the action of Con- 


gress, and other proper departments of the national Gov- | 


ernment. 

2. Resolved, That the people of Pennsylvania entertain 
and desire to cherish the most fraternal sentiments for their 
brethren of other States, and are ready now, as they have 
ever been, to cooperate in all measures needful for their 
welfare, security, and happiness, under the Constitution 
which makes us one people. That while they cannot sur- 
render their love of liberty inherited from the founders of 
their State, sealed with the blood of the Revolution, arid 
witnessed in the history of their legislation; and while they 
claim the observance of all their rights under the Constitu- 
tion, they nevertheless maintain now, as they have ever 
done, the constitutional rights of the people of the slave- 
holding States, to the uninterrapted enjoyment of their 
own domestic institutions. 

3. Resolved, That we adopt the sentiment and language 
of President Andrew Jackson, expressed in his message 
to Congress on the }6th day of January, 1833: ** That the 
right of the people ofa single State to absolve themsclives 
at wil!, and without the consent of the other States, from 
their most solemn obligations, and hazard the liberties and 
happiness of the millions composin® this Union, cannot be 
acknowledged; and that such authority is utterly repug- 
nant both to the principles upon which the General Gov- 
ernment is constituted and the objects which it was ex- 
pressly formed to attain.’’ 

4. Resolved, ‘That the Constitution of the United States 
of America contains all the powers necessary to\the main- 
tenance of its authority, and it is the solemn and most im- 
perative duty of the Government to adopt and carry into 
effect whatever measures may be necessary to thatend ; and 
the faith and the power of Pennsylvania are hereby pledged 
tothe support of such measures, in any manner and to any 
extent that may be required of ber by the constituted author- 
ities of the United States. 

5. Resolved, That all plots, conspiracies, and warlike 
demonstrations against the United States, in any section of 
the country, are treasonable in their character ; and what- 
ever power of the Government is necessary to their sup- 
pression should be applied to that purpose without hesita- 
tion or delay. 

6. Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is merely, re- 
quested to transmit a copy of these resolutions to the Pres- 
ident of the United States, property attested under the great 
seal of the Commonwealth, and like attested copies to the 
Governors of the several States of this Union, and also to 
our Senators and Represeniatives in Congress, who are 
hereby requested to present the same to the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States. 

E. W. DAVIS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
ROBERT M. PALMER, 


Speaker of the Senate. 


Approved January 24, 1861. 
*A. G. CURTIN. 


Orrice or THE SecrerTaRry oF THE COMMONWEALTH, 
Harrispore, Januery 24, 1861. 
Pennsylvania, ss: 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full and true 
eopy of the original resolutions of the General Assembly 
entitled “Joint resolutions relative to the maintenance o 
the Constitution and the Union,”’ as the same remains on 
file in this office. 

In testimony whereof, I have herrupto set my hand and 

fins.) atlixed the seal of the Secretary’s office, the day 

ues and year above written. 58. B. THOMAS, 
Deputy Secretary of the Commonwealth, 


| Pennsylvania. Andrew G. Curtin, Governor of the said 

Commonwealth, to all to whom these presents shall come. 

sends greeting : 
Pennsylvania, ss: 

Know ye, tat the attestation hereunto annexed isin due 
form, and made by the proper officer, and that Samuel B. 
| Thomas, whose name is subscribed thereto, was at the time 
| of subscribing the same, and now is, deputy secretary of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, duly appointed and 
commissioned, and full fafth and credit are due and ought 
to be given to his official acts accordingly. 

Given under my hand and the great seal of the State, at 

Harrisburg, the 24th day of January, in tne year 
|| [t.s.] of our Lord 1861, and of the Commonwealth the 
eighty-fifth. A. G. CURTIN. 
|| By the Governor: 

Eui Suirer, Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. COVODE moyed that they be laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Let me say that the res- 
_ olutions just read express the sentiments of the 
| people of the State of Pennsylvania. They are 
| just in sentiment, and firm in tone. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
| The question was then taken on Mr. Covopge’s 
|| motion; and it was agreed to. 


CRITTENDEN RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, by unanimous consent, pre- 
|| sented a memorial from citizens of his district, in 
favor of the Crittenden resolutions; which were 
laid upon the table. 


| 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


| Mr. FLORENCE. Isubmita joint resolution 
| proposing certain amendments to the Constitution 
of the United States. 

The resolution was read a first and second time 
by its title. 

Mr. FLORENCE. lIask that the resolution 
be read, with a view to put it on its passage. It 
must be apparent to us all, that the people of the 
|| country are anxious for the adoption of some 
|, measure of compromise. I desire to bring peace 


} 
1) 





'|and harmony to a distracted nation. For that | 
»urpose I hold out this olive branch. Will the | 
Louse accept it? I trust they will. [ask that | 


Objection was made. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Does an objection prevent 
| me from having the resolution read? 

TheSPEAKER. It does. The resolution can 
only be received for reference. 

Mr. FLORENCE. [have submitted the joint 
resolution, and it has been read only by its title. 
|L propose to put it on its passage; and I think 
that IT have the right to have it read through 

before it is put on ils passage. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 
gentleman cannot put his resolution on its pas- 
sage. It can only be received for reference. 

Ir. FLORENCE. Very well, then. I now 
offer amendments to the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, and ask that they be read. 

Mr. BURNETT. Thiscall is for the reception 
of bills and resolutions for reference only, and f 
hope that it will be proceeded with. The gentle- 
man cannot put his amendments on their passage 
now; andT hope he will not consume time in hav- 
-ing them read. 

Mr. FLORENCE. My object is to get the 
propositions before the House for action. I gave 
notice, the other day, that | would move themas 
amendments to the report of the select committee 
of thirty-three. I will withhold my amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States, and move 
that the joint resolution be referred to the select 
committee of five. 


The question was taken; and the motion was 


| the resolution be read. 
| 
| 
| 


agreed to. ) BG ha. 
Mr. FLorence’s joint resolution is as follows: 


Joint resoletion proposing certain amendments to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Whereas serious and pees nampa have arisen 
between the northern and southe tates concerning the 
rights and security of the rights of the slaveholding States, 
and especially their rights in the common territory of the 
United States; and whercas it is eminently desirable and 
proper that those dissensions, which now threaten the very 
existence of this Union, should be permanently quieted and 
settled by constitutional provisions, which shall do equal 
justice to all sections, and thereby restore to the people that 
peace and good will which ought to prevail between all the 
citizens of the United States: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, (two 
thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the following arti- 
cles be, and are hereby, proposed and submitted as amend- 
ments to the Canstitution of the United States, which shall 
be valid to all intents and purposes as part of said Constl- 


| In the name and by the authority of the Commonwealth of i| 
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tution, when ratified by conventions of three fourths of th 
several States : » 

Articie |. Persons held to service or labor for jife 
any State under the laws thereof may be taken into any 'T, 7 
ritory of the United States south of latitude 36° 30°, ang th 
right to such service or labor shall not be inspaired thereby. 
And any Territorial Legislature shali have the exelusiye 
right to make all needful rules and regulations for the pro. 
tection of such right, and of such persons, and for the main- 
tenance and treatment of such persons and their descend- 
ants, in their domestic relations. But Congress or any 
Territorial Legislature shall not have power to impair or 
abolish such right of service in the said Ferritory, nor im 
any other place within the jurisdiction of the United Statos 
without the consent of all the States which maintain such 
service. 

Art. 2. When any Territory of the United States shajj 
hiave a popalation equal to the ratio of representation (oy 
one member of Congress, and the people shall have tormeg 
a constitution for a republican form of government, it sa} 
be admitted as @ sovereign State into the Union, op an 


| equal footing with the other States, by the proelamation or 


the President of the United States ; andthe people may, iy 


| the constitution for such State, either prohibit or regulate 


the right to labor or service, and alter or amend the consti- 
tution at their will. And ifthe President refuses to admit 


| such Territory as a State, this article shall not deprive Coy- 


gress of the power to admit such State. 
Arr. 3. The present right of representation, in the section 


| two, article one of the Constitation of the United States, 
| shall never be altered without the consent of all the States 

maintaining the right to service or labor for life. And the 
| regulation of the right to labor or service in any of the States 


is hereby recognized to be exclusively the right of each 


| State within its own limits; and this constitution sha}j 


never be altered or amended to impair this right of each 
State withoutitsconsent: Provided, Thatthis article shal) 
not be construed to absolve the United States Government 
from rendering assistance to suppress insurrections or do- 
mestic violence, as provided in the section four, article four 


|| of this Constitution. 


Art. 4. The exclusive power to regulate or abolish the 
right to labor or service for life in the District of Columbia 
is hereby ceded to the State of Maryland, to be exercised 
in common with such right in that State, subject, never- 
ae, to the judicial jurisdiction of the District of Co- 

umbia. 

Arr. 5. No State shall pass any law in any way inter- 
fering with or obstructing the recovery of fugitives from 
justice, or from labor or service, or any law of Congress 
made under article four, section two of this Constitution; 
and all laws in violation of this article may be declared 
void by the Supreme Court of the United States at the suit 
of any State. 

Arr. 6. As a right of comity between the citizens of the 
several States, the right of transit with persons held to 
labor or service for life, or for years, from one State to an- 
other, shall not be interfered with, without the consent of 
all the States maintaining such service. 

Arr. 7. Whenever any State shall grant by law to citi- 
zens of other States the right to sojourn for a limited period 
with persons held to service or labor, if such persons escape 
they shall be subject torecovery as fugitives, under the pro- 
visions of this Constitution, and shall be returned to the 
State from which they were brought. 

Arr. 8. The traffic in slaves with Atrica is hereby for- 
ever prohibited. And the descendants of Africans shalj 
not be made citizens. 

Arr. 9. All acts of any inhabitant of the United States 
tending to incite persons held to service or labor, to insur- 
rection or acts of domestic violence, or to abscond, shal} 
be considered and prohibited as contrary to law, and a 
penal offense. 

Arr. 10. ‘The county of any State, wherein a person 
owing service or labor is rescued from the custody of the 
owner, agent, or officer, shall be bound to pay the full value 
of such person, for the use of the owner, at the suit of the 
United States. “ 

Art. Il. Persons held to service or Iabor for life sinder 
the laws of any State or Territory, shall not-be tal#n into 
any Territory of the United States, while in a territoria} 
condition, north of latitude 36° 30. 

Arr. 12.. Alleged fugitives from labor or service, on re- 
quest, shall have a trial by jury at the place to which they 
may be returned. 

Arr. 13. All alleged fugitives charged with crime com- 
mitted in violation of the laws of the State from which 
they fled shall, on demand, be returned to such State, and 
shall have the right of trial by jury, and, if such person 
claims to be a citizen of another State, shall have a right of 
appeal, or of writ of error, to the Supreme Courtof the Uni- 
oa 

rr. 14. Citizens of any State sojourning in another 
State shall not be subject to violence or punishment, nor 
injured in their persons or property, without trial by jury 
and due process of law. ¥ 

Arr. 15. No State, or the people thereof, shall retire 
from this Union without the consent of three fourths of al! 
the States. 

Arr. 16. The reserved power of the people in three 
fourths of the States to call and form a national convention 
to alter, amend, or abolish this Constitution, according to 
its provisions, shall never be Ley me! notwithstanding 
the directions in article five of the Constitution. 

Arr. 17. The articles eight, nine, and ten of these amend- 
ments shall not be altered without the consent of all the 
States maintaining service or labor for life. 


ELIZABETH MONTGOMERY. 


Mr. WHITELEY. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up, and put upon its 
passage, Senate bill No. 95. Lask forthe reading 
of the bill. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary 
of the Treasury, out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, to pay to Eliza- 
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beth Montgomery, daughter and sole heir of | 
Captain Hugh Montgomery, of the shi Nancy, 
of Wilmington, Delaware, $5,000, in full compen- 
sation for his successful effort to prevent the pow- 
der and munitions of war belonging to the nited 
States on board said ship, and for his interest in 
the value of said ship, which he blew up to pre- 
vent her cargo from falling into the hands of the 
enemy during the war of the Revolution. 

Mr. BURNETT. I prefer that the bill should 
be referred; and therefore I object. I have called 
for the regular order of business, and I insist 
upon it. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. HUGHES introduced the following reso- 


tion: 


Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of retro- 
ceding to the State of Maryland that portion of the District 
of Columbia not necessary to the wants of the Federal 
Government and adjacent to said State, separated from the 
main portion of the District of Columbia by the eastern 
branch of the Potomac river. 


Mr. HINDMAN. Cannot that resolution be 
so amended as to instruct the committee to inquire 
into the expediency of retroceding the entire Dis- 
trict to Maryland ? 

The resolution was agreed to. 


MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message, in writing, was received from the 
President of the United States, by J. G. Gross- 
BRENNER, his Private Secretary; also, a message 
notifying the House that fhe bed approved and 
signed a bill (H. R. No. 467) granting a pension 
to Eliza Reeves. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Task unan- 
imous consent that the message of the President 
be read. ~* 

Mr. BURNETT. It can be read atsome other 
time. 


UNION RESOLUTION. 


Mr. BOTELER. I desire to present to the 
House a resolution adopted at a meeting of the 
conservative Union men of Jefferson county, Vir- 
ginia, held at Charlestown, on Monday last. The 
resolution is as follows: - 


Resolved, That, in the opinion of this meeting of dele- 
gates, the present condition of this country is such as re- 


quires the pending difficulties between the slave and free | second time, and referred to the Committee on the 


States to be permanently settled, and that the convention 
of the people of this State should not finally adjourn before 
such permanent settlement is had; and further, that the 
convention, befere taking any such action as would sep- 


arate this State from the existing Federal Government, | 


shouid use every exertion to preserve the Union upon a 
basis of justice to all the sections—such, for instance, as 
that known as the Crittenden resolutions. 

The resolution was referred to the select com- 
mittee of five. 


TROOPS IN WASHINGTON. 


Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina, asked unan- 
imous consent to introduce the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to re- 


port to this House how many troops have been ordered to 
this city since the Ist day of December last; whence they 


have been drawn; the nature and character of the same; | 


and for what purpose they are quartered here in a time of 
profound peace. 


Objection being made, the resolution was not | 


received. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. I am not 
well versed in the rules of ordgr. I have sought 
the floor at least one dozen times during this ses- 
sion to move to take up two important bills, as I 
consider, introduced by me last session—one to 
reduce the mileage and compensation of members, 
and the other a pension bill. [ believe thata large 
majority of the people desire that those bills should 
pass; and I ask if, by the rules of the House, I 
can—availing myself of the call for resolutionsand 
bills from North Carolina—call up the pension 
bill, with the view of asking for it to be put upon 
its passage ? 

he SPEAKER. It cannot be done, except by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. LEACH. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House. 

Objection being made, the bill was not taken up 


MILITIA OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. STANTON introduced and asked leave to 
put on its passage a bill to amend an act entitled || 


“An act more effectually to provide for the organ- 
ization of the militia of the District of Columbia,”’ 
approved March 3, 1803. 
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Mr. BURNETT. I object; and call for the 


| . 
|| rerular order of business. 


Mr. STANTON. Will it be in order to move 
to suspend the rules? > 

The SPEAKER. Not at this time. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. STANTON. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move to refer it to the 


| Committee for the District of Columbia. 


The question was first put upon the:motion of 


| Mr. Sranron; and it was not agreed to. 


The bill was then referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I havea resolution 


which, at the proper time, | propose to submit as 


| an amendment to the joint resolution introduced 


by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Joun 
CocHRaNngB,] in reference to a vote of the people of 
the several States on propositions to amend the 
Constitution of the United States. I ask that it 
be referred to the select committee of five. 

The joint resolution was received, read a first 
and second time, and referred accordingly. 


WATER-WORKS IN WASHINGTON. 


Mr. BURNETT introduced a bill amendatory 
of an act approved March 3, 1859, entitled ‘An 
act to provide for the care and preservation of the 
water-works constructed by the United States for 
bringing the Potomac water into the city of Wash- 
ington and Georgetown, for the supply of water 
for all Government purposes, and for the uses and 
benefits of the inhabitants of said cities;’? which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee for the District of Columbia. 


SAMUEL ROACH. 
Mr. QUARLES introduced a bill for the ben- 


efit of Samuel Roach; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

COURT OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. QUARLES also introduced a bill to amend 
‘‘An act to establish a court for the investigation 
of claims against the United States,’’ approved 
February 24, 1855; which was read a first and 


Judiciary. 
RAILROADS——POST ROADS. 


Mr. QUARLES also introduced a bill to de- 
clare the railroad bridges across the Cumberland 
river, at Nashville, Tennessee, and at Clarkes- 
ville, Tennessee, and the railroad bridge across 
the Tennessee river near the mouth of Cane creek, 
in Stewart county, Tennessee, post roads; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE TENNESSEE LEGISLATURE. 


Mr. QUARLES presented the resolutions of 
the Tennessee Legislature; which were read, and 
laid on the table. : 


The resolutions were as follows: 


1. Resolved by the General Assembly of Tennessee, That 
a convention of delegates from all the slaveholding States 
should assemble at Nashville, ‘ennessee, or such other 
place as a majority of the States co)perating may designate, 
on the 4th day of February, to digest and define bases upon 
which, if possible, the Federal Union and the constitu- 
tional rights of the slave Statesgpay be preserved and per- 
petuated. 

2. Resolved, That the General Assembly of Tennessee 
appoint a number of delegates to said convention, of our 
ablest and wisest men, equal to our whole delegation in 
Congress ; and that the Governor of Tennessee immediately 
furnish copies of these resolutions tu the Governors of the 
slaveholding States, and urge the participation of such 
States in said convention. 

3. Resolved, That in the opinion of the Gencral Assem- 
bly of Teunessee, such plan of adjustment should embrace 
the following propositions as amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States: 

First. A declaratory amendment that African slaves, as 
held under the institutions of the slaveholding States, shall 
be recognized as property, and entitled to the status of other 
property, in the States where slavery exists, in all places 
within the exclusive jurisdiction of Congress in the slave 


States, in all the Territories south of 36° 30 ,in the District | 


of Columbia, in transit, and while temporarily sojourning 
with the owner in the non-slaveholding States and Terri- 


tories north of 36° 30’; and, when fugitives from the owner, | 
in the several places above named, as well as in all places | 


in the exclusive jurisdiction of Congress, in the non-slave 
holding States. 


Second. That in all the territory now owned, or which || 
may be hereafter acquired by the United Statee, south of 
the parallel of 36° 30’, African slavery shall be recognized | 
as existing, and be protected by all the departinents of the || 


Federal and territorial government; and in ail north of that 

line, now owned or to be acquired, it shall not be recog- 
nized as existing. And whenever States formed out of 
any of said territory south of said line, having a population 
equal to that of a congressional district, shall apply for 
admission into the Union, the same shail be admitted as 
slave States ; while States north of the line, formed out of 
| Said territory and having a population equal to a congres- 
| sional district, enall be admitted without slavery. But 




















the States formed out of said territory, north and south, 


having been admitted as members of the Union, shall have 
all the powers over the institution of slavery possessed by 


the other States of tie Union. 

Third. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery 
in places under its exclusive jurisdiction, and situate within 
the limits of States that permit the holding of slaves. 

Fourth. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery 
within the District of Columbia, as long as it exists in the 
adjoining States of Virginia and Maryland, or either, nor 
without the consent of the inhabitants, nor without just 
compensation made to such owners of slaves as do not 


| consent to such abolishment. Nor shall Congress at any 


time prohibit officers of the Federal Governfhent, or mem 


| bers of Congress, whose duties require them to be in said 

| District, from bringing with them their slaves, and holding 
| them as such, during the time their duties may require 
| them to remain there, and afterwards taking them from the 


District. 

Fifth. Congress shall have no power to prohibit or hinder 
the transportation of slaves from one State to another, or to 
a Territory in which slaves are by come power to be held, 
whether that transportation be by land, navigable rivers, or 
by the sea, 

Sizth. In addition to the fugitive slave clause, provide 
that when a slave has been demanded of the executive 
authority of the State to which he has fled, if he is not de 
livered, and the owner permitted to carry him out of the 
State in peace, that the State so failing to deliver shall pay 
to the owner the value of such slave, and such damages as 


| he may have sustained in attempting to reclaim his slave, 


and secure his right of action in the Supreme Court of the 
United States, with execution against the property of such 
State, and of the individual members thereof. 

Seventh. No further amendment of the Constitution 
shall affect the five preceding articles, nor the third para 
graph of the second section of the first article of the Con 


| stitution, nor ihe third paragraph of the second section of 


the fourth article of said Constitution ; and no amendments 


| shall be made to the Constitution which will authorize or 
| give to Congress any power to abolish orinterfere with sla 


very in any of the States by whose laws it is or may be 
allowed or permitted. 

Eighth. That slave property shall be rendered secure in 
transit through, or while temporarily sojourning in, the non 


| slaveholding States, or Territories, or in the District of 
| Columbia. 


Ninth. An amendment to the effect that all fugitives are 
to be deemed those offending the laws within the jurisdic 
tion of the State, and who eseape therefrom to other States ; 
and that it is the duty of each State to suppress armed 


| invasions of another State. 


4. Resolved, That said convention of the slaveholding 
States, having agreed upon a basis ofadjustment satisfactory 
to themselves, =trould, inthe opinion of thisGeneral Assem 
bly, refer it to a convention of all the States, slaveholding 
and non-slavehoiding, in the manner following: It should 
invite all the States triendly tosuch plan of adjustment to 
elect delegates, in such manner as to reflect the popular 
will, to assemble in a constitutional convention of all the 
States, north and south, to be held at Richmond, Virginia, 
on the —— day oi I’cbruary, 1861, to revise and perfect said 


| plan of adjustment for its reference for final ratification and 


adoption by conventions of the States respectively. 
5. Resolved, Thatshoulda plan of adjustment satisfactory 


| to the South, not be acceded to by the requisite number of 


States to perfect amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, it is the opinion of this General Assembly 
that the slaveholding States should adopt for themselves the 
Constitution of the United States, with such amendments 
as may be satisfactory to the slaveholding States, and that 
they should invite into a Union with them all States of the 
North which are willing to abide speh amended Constitu 
tion and frame of Government, severing at once all connec 
tion with States refusing such reasonable guarantees to our 
future safety—such renewed conditions of Federal Union 
being first submitted for ratification®e conventions of all the 
States respectively. 

6. Resolved, That the Governor of Tennessee furnish 
copies of these resolutions immediately to the Governors of 
the slaveholding and non-slavelolding States. 


COST OF MAIL SERVICE. 

_Mr. COLFAX. I havein my hand a commu- 
nication from the Post Office Department in ref- 
erence to the cost of the mail service. Lask that 
it be referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, and that it be printed. 

No objection being made, it was so ordered 

POST ROUTES. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH introduced a bill declar- 
ing all railroad bridges post routes; which was 


| read a first and second time, and referred to the 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
JOHN C. WATROUS. 


Mr. HAMILTON asked the unanimous con- 
sent to introduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the consideration of the report from the 
Committee on the Judiciary in the ease of Jolin C. Watrous, 
district judge of the United States for the eastern district 
of Texas, be made the special order of the day for Monday, 
the 4th of February next, after the expiration of the morn 
ing hour, and that the consideration of the same be contin 
ued from day to day until it shal! be disposed of 
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was not received, 
SOLDIERS IN FORT SUMTER. 


Mr. CURTIS introduced a bill for the relief of || 
certain musicians and soldiers stationed at Fort 
Sumter, in South Carolina; which was read a first 


and second time. 


Mr.CURTIS. 1 ask that the bill may be put | 


upon its passage now. 

Mr. BURNET objecting, the bill was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 


THE MERMITAGE. 


Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Military || 


Affairs, made an adverse report on the matter re- 
lating to the propriety of accepting the Hermitage 
as a branch of the Military Academy, or for some 
other school or purpose; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


STATE OF THE UNION. 


Mr. VANDEVER introduced a joint resolu- 
tion in reference to the political difficulties of the 
country; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the select committee of five. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I would like to have a vote 
upon all these resolutions. The time has come 
when we should show hands all around, and let 
the country know what we are going to do. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I object. 

Mr. BURNETT. Would it be in order to vote 
upon these resolutions by unanimous consent? 

The SPEAKER. It would be. 

Mr. JUNKIN. I object. 

Mr. VANDEVER. coasil like to say a word 
in reference to those resolutions. 


The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
DUTY ON SUGAR. 
Mr. ALDRICH introduced the following res- 


olution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be, 
and are hereby, instructed to inquire into the expediency 
and propriety of repealing the laws, or parts of laws, im- 
posing a duty or tariff on sugar imported into the United 
States; and thatsaid committee report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. HINDMAN. Will the gentleman allow 
that resolution to be so amended as to include the 
repeal of duties upon iron, and also the fishing 
bounties? 

The. resolution was agreed to. 


SURVEYING DISTRICTS. 
Mr. ALDRICH introduced a bill for the con- 


solidation of surveying districts; which was read 
a first and second tme, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


CHARLES THOMPSON. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, introduced a 
bill for the relief of Charles a 

was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


ILALF-BREED RESERVATION. 


Mr. DAILY introduced a bill declaring the 
Indian half-breed reservation to be a part of the 
Territory of Nebraska; which was read a first 
and second time, awd referred to the Committee 
on Territories. 


STATE OF THE UNION. 


Mr. McKEAN. I beg leave to present the 
roceedings of a large and unanimous meeting, 
freld without distinction of party, at Sandy Hill, 
New York, declaring their approbation of the 
President’s late special message to Congress; that 
Major Anderson is entitled to their. warmest 
thanksand gratitude, and shall be sustained, what- 
ever may be the consequences; that no State has 
the right to dissolve its connection with this Gov- 
ment, and every attempt to do so must be pre- 
vented at every hazard; that every man, North 
or South, who sets the Government at ¢efiance, 
and aids in secession or disunion, is guilty of 
treason; calling on the Government to promptly 
reinforce Fort Sumter with men and supplies; to 
retake, without reference to consequences, every 
fort, arsenal, custom-house, or other public prop- 
erty, seized by southern traitors; to Somatiaaly 
blockade every harbor of every seceding State, 
and stop all postal communication with them. 
I also present a memorial, folded in the Ameri- 
can flag, signed by five hundred and fifty-three 
legal voters, without distinction of party, of 





Mr. KILLINGER objected; and the resolution | Whitehall, New York, with preamble and reso- 


_ tion of the Crittenden proposition; w 


600 | THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











lutions attached, deploring the distracted condi- 

tion of the country, and requesting their Senators 
| and instencting their Representatives in Congress 
| to urge the immediate passage of the Crittenden 
| compromise, or, without delay, adopt some other 
| mode of adjustment which may be satisfactory to 
_ all sections of the Union, and forever settle this 
| unwise controversy and agitation. ' 
| ‘The proceedings and memorial were laid upon 
| the table. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
| 


On motion of Mr. PHELPS, leave was granted 
for the withdrawal from the files of the House of 
the memorial and accompanying papers of Wil- 
liam D. Nutt. 

CRITTENDEN PROPOSITION. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, presented the pro- 
ceedings of a public meeting held at Gosport, in 
sect diceaatina cheats Pata de 


ich were 
laid upon the table. 


BORDER SLAVE STATES. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I offer the follow- 





: | 
hompson; which 





| log resolution: 


Resolved, That the members of this House from the bor- 
der slave States be respectfully requested to submit to this 
flouse an ultimatum proposition, embracing their views 


| upon the questions now dividing the Union, and by which 
| they are willing tostand, and pledge their respective States 
| to stand, now and hereafter, as a final settlement of said 


questions. 


Mr. GROW. I object to that resolution. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I move the previous 


| question upon the resolution. 


Mr. SHERMAN. It is objected to. 
The SPEAKER. The resolution is ir order 
under the call of the States; and the call for the 


| previous question by the gentleman from Illinois 


cuts off debate. 
Mr. GROW. If the gentleman from Illinois 


_ had the floor when I made the objection, I sup- 


ose he could move the previous question: 
i 1 


The SPEAKER. He was on the floor and 
| moved the previous question. 


Mr, WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the pre- 
vious question be not sustained, the resolution 
must go over, if any gentleman proposes to de- 
bate it. I call for tellers on seconding the demand 
for the previous question. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Somes, and | 


Crate of Missouri, were appointed. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I modify my res- 
olution by striking out the word ‘ border,’’ so 
as to make it read ** the slave States.”’ 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 29; noes not counted. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lllinois. I propose 
to debate the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Then the resolution must 
lie over. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I move a suspen- 
sion of the rules, so that the resolution may be 
considered now. 

Mr. HINDMAN. [believe the morning hour 
has expired; and that the motion of the gentleman 
from Illinois is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has ex- 
pired; and nothing is in order but to proceed to 
the consideration of tg special order, upon which 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Pryor] has 
the floor by assignment. 

Mr. SICKLES. The gentleman from Virginia 
is not here to claim the floor. 

Mr. BURNETT. Ihave sent for him, and he 
will be here in a moment. 

Mr. NOELL. As the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia is not present, I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take up Senate bill No 7, which 
I attempted to get up the other day. 

Mr. GROW... I object. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I notice that a number of 
propositions referred to the committee of five this 
morning have been ordered to be printed. I hope 
that, by unanimous consent, all such propositions 
will be printed. 

Mr. BOCOCK. My colleague [Mr. Pryor] is 


now in his place. 
COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE, ETC. 


Mr. SICKLES. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Virginia, I desire to offer a reso- 
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lution calling for information. It will Give rise to 
no debate. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to inform this House whether the duties on imports con- 
tinue to be collected in the ports of entry established py 
law in the States of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama 
Louisiana, and Florida; and whether any hindrances exist 
to the lawful entry and clearing of vessels therein. Ajo 
the present condition of the light-houses, beacons, and 
buoys in the said harbors and adjacent waters. Also, what 
measures, if any, have been taken to secure the revenye 
vessels in the service of the Department from seizure, or 
to recover possession of such as have been seized. iin 
what measures have been adopted for the security of the 
public moneys in the hands of depositaries in the aforesaid 
States, and whether they are available to the Treasury, 
Also, whether the use and control of any of the marije 
hospitals, permanent or temporary, have been interfered 
with, and what proceedings have been adopted with refer. 
ence thereto. 


Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I object 
to that resolution. : 
ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 


Mr.GROW. With the permission of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, I desire to give notice to 
the House that if I can get the floor when the 
gentleman from Virginia has concluded, I shall 





| endeavor to call up the bill for the admission of 


Kansas into the Union, which has been returned 
from the Senate with amendments. 


MESSAGE FROM TILE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. STANTON. Will the gentleman from 
Virginia permit a message from the President 
which was received this morning, and lies upon 
the Speaker’s table, to be read before he com- 
mences his remarks? It ought to be referred. 

Mr. PRYOR. I will yield for that purpose, 
provided it will not come out of my time. 

Mr. STANTON. Ofcourse not.» 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House a 
message from the President of the United States; 
which was read by the Clerk, as follows: 

To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States: 

I deem it my duty to submit to Congress a series 
of resolutions adopted by the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia,on the 19th instant, having in view a peace- 
ful settlement of the exciting questions which now 
threaten the Union. They were delivered to me 
on Thursday, the 24th instant, by ex-President 
Tyler, who has left his dignified and honored re- 
tirement in the hope that he may render service 
to his country in this its hour of peril. These res- 
olutions, it will be perceived, extend an invitation 
** to all such States, whether slaveholding or non- 
slaveholding, as are willing to unite with Virginia 
in an earnest effort to adjust the present unhappy 
controversies in the spirit in which the Constitu- 
tion was originally formed, and consistently with 
its principles, so as to afford to the people of the 
slaveholding States adequate guarantees for the 
security of their rights, to appoint commission- 
ers to meet, on the 4th day of February next, in 
the city of Washington, similar commissioners 
appointed by Virginia, to consider, and, if prac- 
ticable, agree upon some suitable adjustment. ”’ 

I confess I hail this movement, on the part of 
Virginia, with great satisfaction. From the past 
history of this ancient and renowned Common- 
wealth, we have the fullest assurance that what 
she has undertaken she will accomplish, if it can 
be done by able, enlightened, and persevering 
efforts. It is highly gratifying to know that other 
patriotic States have appointed, and are appoint- 
ing, commissioners to meet those of Virginia in 
council. When assembled, they will constitute a 
body entitled, in an eminent degree, to the confi- 
dence of the couniry. 

The General Assembly of Virginia have also 
resolved ‘‘ that ex-PresidentJohn Tyler is hereby 
appointed, by the concurrent vote of each branch 
of the General Assembly, a commissioner to the 
President of the United States; and Judge John 
Robertson is hereby appointed, by a like vote, a 
commissioner to the State of South Carolina and 
the other States that have seceded or shall secede, 
with instructions respectfully to request the Pres- 
ident of the United States and the authorities of 
such States to agree to abstain, pending the pro- 
ceedings contemplated by the action of this Gen- 
eral Assembly, from any and all acts calculated 
to produce a collision of arms between the States 
and the Government of the United States.”’ — 

However strong may be my desire to enter into 
such an agreement, I am convinced that I do not 
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possess the power. Congress,and Congressalone, || 
under the war-making power, can exercise the | 


discretion of agreeing to abstain ‘‘ from any and 
all acts calculated to produce a collision of arms 
between this and any other Government. It 


would, therefore, be a usurpation for the Execu- | 


tive to attempt to restrain their hands by an agree- 


ment in regard to matters over which he has no 
constitutional. control. If he were thus to act, | 


they might pass laws which he should be bound 
to obey, though in conflict with his agreement. 


Under existing circumstances, my present ac- | 


tual power is confined within narrow limits. It 


is my duty at all times to defend and protect the | 


public property within the seceding States so far 


as this may be practicable, and especially to em- || 
ploy all constitutional means to protect the prop- | 
erty of the United States, and to preserve the | 


public peace at this the seat of the Federgl Gov- 
ernment. If the seceding States abstain ‘‘ from 
any and all acts calculated to produce a collision 
of arms,’’ then the danger so much to be depre- 


cated will no longer exist. Defense, and not | 
aggression, has been the policy of the Adminis- 


tration from the beginning. 

But whilst I can enter into no engagement such 
as that proposed, I cordially commend to Con- 
gress, with much confidence that it will meet their 
approbation, to abstain from passing any law cal- 
culated to produce a collision of arms pending the 
proceedings contemplated by the action of the 


General Assembly of Virginia. [am one of those || 


who will never despair of the Republic. I yet 


cherish the belief that the American people will | 
perpetuate the Union of the States on some terms || 
justand honorable for all sections of the country. 


{ trust that the mediation of Virginia may be the 
destined means, under Providence, of accomplish- 
ing this inestimable benefit. Glorious as are the 
memories of her past history, such an achieve- 
ment, both in relation to her own fame and the 
welfare of the whole’country, would surpass them 
all. JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Wasuineton City, January 28, 1861. 


Executive DePpaRTMENT, RicumonD, 
January 20, 1861. 

Sir: T have the honor to transmit herewith resolutions 
adopted by the General Assembly of Virginia yesterday. 

Very respectfully, JOHN LETCHER. 
Preamble and Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly 

of Virginia, January 19, 1861. 

Whereas it is the deliberate opinion of the General As- 
sembly of Virginia, that unless the unbappy controversy 
which now divides the States of this Contederacy shall be 
satisfactorily adjusted,a permanent dissolution of the Union 
is inevitable ; and the General Assembly, representing the 
wishes of the people of the Commonwealth, is desirous of 
employing every reasonable means to avertso dire acalam- 
ity, and determined to make a final effort to restore the 
Union and the Constitution, in the spirit in which they 
were established by the fathers of the Republic: Thercfore, 

Resolved, That on behalf of the Commonwealth of Vir- 


ginia, an invitation is hereby extended to all such States, | 
whether slaveholding or non-slaveholding, as are willing to 


unite with Virginia in an earnest effort to adjust the present 
unhappy controversies in the spirit in which the Constitu- 
tion was originally formed, and consistently with its prin- 
ciples, so as to affurd to the people of the slaveholding 
States adequate guarantees fot the security of their rights, 
to appoint commissioncrs.to meet, on the 4th day ef Feb- 
ruary next, in the city of Washington, similar commission- 
ers appointed by Virginia, to consider, and, if practicable, 
agree upon some suitable adjustment. 

Resolved, That ex-President John Tyler, William C. 
Rives, Judge John W. Brockenbrough, George W. Sum- 
mers, and James A. Seddon, are hereby appointed commis- 
sioners, whose duty it shail be to repair to the city of Wash- 
ington, on the day designated in the foregoing resolution, to 
meet such commissioners as may be appointed by any of 
oe said States, in accordance with the foregoing resolu- 

ion. 

Resolved, That if said commissioners, after full and free 
conference, shall agree upon any plan of adjustmeut requir- 
ing amendments of the Federal Constitution, for the further 
security of the rights of the people of the slaveholding States, 
they be requested to communicate the proposed amend- 
ments to Congress, for the purpose of having the same sub- 
mitted by that body, according to the forms of the Consti- 
tution, to the several States for ratification. 

Resolved, That if said commissioners cannot agree on 
such adjustinent, or, if agreeing, Congress shall refuse to 
submit for ratification such amendments as may be pro- 
posed, then the commissioners of this State shall imme- 
diately communicate the result to the Executive of this 
Commonwealth, to be by him laid before the convention of 
the people of Virginia and the General Assembly : Provided, 
that the said commissioners be subject at all times to the 
control of the General Assembly, or, if in session, to that 
of the State convention. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the General Assembly 
of Virginia, the propositions embraced in the resolutions 
presented to the Senate of the United States by Hon. Joun 
J. CRITTENDEN—so modified as that the first article pro- 
posed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
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States shall apply to all the territory of the United States 
now held or hereafter acquired south of latitude 36° 30’, and 
provide that slavery of the African race shall be effectually 
protected as property therein during the continuance ot the 
territorial government, and the fourth article shall secure 
| to the owners of slaves the right of transit with their slaves 
between and through the non-slaveholding States and Ter- 


ritories—constitute the basis of such an adjustment of the | 
unhappy controversy which now divides the States of this | 
Confederacy, as would be accepted by the people of this 


Commonwealth. 

Resolved, That ex-President John Tyler is hereby appoint- 
| ed, by the concurrent vote of each branch of the General 
Assembly, a commissioner to the President of the United 
States ; and Judge John Robertson is hereby appointed, by a 
like vote, a commissioner to the State of South Carolina, 
and the other States that have seceded, or shall secede, 
with instructions respectfully to request the President of 
the United States and the authorities of such States to agree 
to abstain, pending the proceedings contemplated by the 
action of this General Assembly, from any and all acts cal- 
culated to produce a coflision of arms between the States 
and the Government of the United States. 

Resolved, That copies of the foregoing resolutions be 
forthwith telegraphed to the Executives of the several 
States, and also to the President of the United States ; and 
that the Governor be requested to inform, without delay, 
| the commissioners of their appointment by the foregoing 

resolutions. 

A copy from the rolls. 

WILLIAM#. GORDON, Jr., 


{] 
| C. H. D. and K. R. of Virginia. 
| 


The Commonwéalth of Virginia, to all to whom these 
presents shall come, greeting : 
Know you, that the General Assembly of the Common- 


United States to carry out the instructions conveyed in said 
resolution : therefore I, John Letcher, Governor, do hereby 
announce the said appointment, and authenticate the same, 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
| caused the great seal of the State to be affixed, in 
| [L. 8.) the city of Richmond, this 20th day of January, 
anno Domini, 1861. 


JOHN LETCHER. 
By the Governor: 


| Georce W. Mounrorp, 
| Secretary of the Commonwealth. 
| Mr. STANTON. I move that that message be 
| printed, and referred to the standing Committee 
| OW Military Affairs. 

| Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move as an 
amendment to that motion, that it be referred to 
the special committee of five. 

| Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I would sug- 
| gest that whatever committee the message is re- 
| ferred to, ought to have power to report it back 
| at any time; otherwise it will be locked up where 
| the House cannot control it. 

| Mr. BURCH. The gentleman from Virginia 
| only yielded the floor for the reading of the mes- 
| sage, and is now entitled to the floor. 


The SPEAKER. Itis proper that the mes- 


|| sage should be disposed of in some way. 
| Mr. STANTON, Ifthe House will allow me, | 


I will move that the message be referred to the 
standing Committee on Military Affairs, with 
power to report on it at any time. 


The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 


the Committee on Military Affairs; and the gen- 
tleman from New York moves, as an amendment, 


| that it be referred to the special committee of five. 


Mr. BOCOCK. If there is to be any debate on 
this motion, it should be allowed to go over until 
my colleague [Mr. Pryor] makes his speech. 

Mr. STANTON. I move the previous question. 

Mr. CURTIS. The question should first be 
taken on the motion to refer to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. That statement is correct. 
The question is on referring the message to the 
Military Committee. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I am bound te interpose on 
behalf of my colleague, who says he only yielded 
to have the message read. 

Mr. STANTON. The previous question is 
demanded, and that will put an end to the matter 
at once. 

Mr. MILLSON. I think the question deserves 
some little consideration. I therefore move to 
postpone the further consideration of the Presi- 
dent’s message till to-morrow. 

Mr. STANTON. Very well; let that course 
be taken. 

The motion was agreed to. 


STATE OF THE UNION. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
special order, being the report of the special com- 
mittee of thirty-three, on which Mr. Pryor was 
entitled to the floor. 
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A motion has been made to refer the message to | 











E. a 


—_——- + 


| Mr. PRYOR. Mr. Speaker, the resolutions 


before the House invite discussion of ali the issues 
involved in the present unhappy controversy. 


| The rapid march of events, outstripping the dila- 


tory movements of procrastinating politicians, 
leaves us no question to consider but the alterna- 
live of peace or war. While your committee 


of compromise have been painfully elaborating 

_ plans of adjustment—all ** mean reparations upon 
, - ’ ’ 

|| mighty rutns’’—the dispute has become incapa- 


ble of accommodation; and the results their wis- 


| dom was to intercept are now accomplished and 


irrevocablé@ facts. Of the thirty-three States which 
composed the Confederacy, at the beginning of 


| this session, six are no longer members of the 
| Union. Not many days wiil elapse before others 
will follow their example. Sir, it is an idle and 


unmeaning mockery to talk of preserving the 
Union; and they who indulge in this strain of 


| declamation betray little of the candor demanded 
_ by the urgency of the occasion. In the presence 
| of so tremendous a catastrophe as that which now 
| oppresses us—the overthrow of Government, the 


partition of a great empire, and the imminent 
hazard of civil war—we owe it to ourselves and 
to the country to be done with the expedients 


ofa timid and temporizing policy, and to address 
| ourselves to the emergency without reserve and 


t ’ t | without equivocation. 
wealth of Virginia, having, by joint resolution, adopted on || 


the 19th instant, and hereto attached, appointed ex-Presi- || 
dent John T'yler a commissioner to the President of the || 


The issue before the country, I repeat, sir, is 
the simple question of peace or war. Acting, as 


| they conceive, from the impulse of abundant prov- 
| ocation, and exerting a power which they derive 
| from the fandamental principles of this Govern- 


ment, the States of South Carolina, Mississippi, 
Florida, Alabama, Georgia, and Louisiana, have 
renounced the Confederacy and assumed the atti- 
tude of independent republics. The party into 
whose hands the aaa of the Administration is 
passing, so far from a recourse to conciliatory 
measures and a recognition of the right of seces- 
sion, obdurately reject all overtures of compro- 
mise, and avow a purpose to employ all the re- 
sources of Government for the subjugation of the 
retiring States. And so it is that the calamities 
of civil war are about to be precipitated upon the 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, in the suspense of this dreadful 


| expectation, the people of the South are sustained 


by the conviction that, after the passions and pre- 
judices of the moment have passed away, im- 
partial history will acquit them of responsibility 
for the consequences of the impending conflict. 
Whenever, in after times, men shall revert to the 
events of this period, they will curse the madness 
of those by whom humanity was so deeply 
wounded; but not upon us will fall their maledic- 
tions. In what gbligation of confederate duty, 
I demand, have we of the South been found de- 
linquent? Do we not contribute more than an 
equal proportion to the support of your Govern- 
ment? Has not southern statesmanship success- 
fully guided the councils of the Republic in peace? 
Has not southern valor gloriously illustrated its 
arms on the field of battle To what pledge of 
confederate faith have we been recreant? Nor is 
it only in a literal compliance with the obligations 
of the constitutional compact that the South has 
exhibited its patriotic fidelity. In our conception, 
something more was exacted by the association of 
fellow-citizenship; and we have denied the people 
of the North no iacility in trade, and no adva 

age of policy which might promote their pros- 
perity. With whose acquiescence,and to whose 
detriment, were measures of protection enacted 
for the aggrandizement of your manufacturing 
interest? Upon the productions of whose indus- 
try does your splendid commerce subsist# Until 
the demon of sectional discord was roused by 
your invasion of our rights, we willingly bore 
the burden of unequal tariffs and exclusive boun- 
ties, to assist the development of your resources; 
and your marvelous opulence we contemplated 
with the pride of fraternal sympathy. In this 


| spirit of unselfish patriotism, Virginia contrib- 


uted a princely domain to the ascendency of the 
North, little dreaming that the States to be born 
of her bounty would repay her munificence with 
more than the ingratitude of Lear’s unnatural 
offspring. 

Sir, in what manner have the loyalty and de- 
votion of the South been requited by our con- 
federates of the North? I propound the in a 

Indeed, 


| in no spirit of vindictive accusation. 
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sir, | would despise myself no less than the | blunder in policy, when we confound the practical 
| effect with the radical principle of tyranny. If 
| we mean to apply the resources of true statesman- 


public would reproach me, if, at this a mo- 
ment, | should contribute anything to the exas- 
eration of passions already too much inflamed. 
advert to the wrongs which the South has en- 
dured, with no other view than to-~vindicate the 
vosition she has assumed in this controversy. 
- what manner, I repeat, has the North repaid 
the fidelity with whieh the South has redeemed 
all the pledges of confederate faith and discharged 
all the duues of common citizenship ? 

At the epoch of the Revolution, and, indeed, 
when the Federal Government was “organized, 
slavery prevailed in the North as well as in the 
South. If not the chief, it was at least conspicu- 
ous among the interests for the protection of 
which our present system of Government was 
established. The Constitution distinguishes it by 
express and repeated recognition, in each case 
fortifying it by particular guarantees. 

Now, sir, against this great and vital interest 
—an interest of which the pecuniary value is in- 
dicated by countless millions, and the importance 
of which, in the more essential aspect of social 
and political relation, no form of expression 
can adequately represent; an interest on which 
subsists the material prosperity of the southern 
States, and with which their security and inde- 
pendence are inseparably associated ,—this inter- 
est, so vast and so vital, is the object of organized 
and incessant assault by those who are bound b 
every obligation of written covenant and wontel- 
erate faith to protect it. They have launched 
against it the anathemas of moral and legal out- 
lawry, and have canvassed Christendom for re- 
cruits in the crusade of Abolitionism. They have 
burdened it with iniquitous and oppressive impo- 
sitions. They have denied it the development 
without which it cannot long endure. They have 
attacked it in detail by every variety of criminal 
expedient. And, finally, they have essayed, 
through the instrumentality of servile insurrec- 
tion, to involve the South in total and irreparable 
ruin. 

These wrongs, I know, appeal in vain to the 
men by whom they are inflicted; but I can im- 
agine a case analogous in all essential particulars, 
in the contemplation of which they will not be 
likely to exhibit so much of insensibility. The 
manufacturing interest, if not the main, isamong 
the most important of the industrial pursuits of 
New England. Now, sir, suppose the other 
States of the Confederacy should combine for the 
spoliation of this interest, and to that end should 
hold it up to universal execration, should invoke 
upon it the vengeance of Heaven, and proclaim it 
beyond the protection of society; suppose they 
should employ the agency of Government for its 
destruction, should organize conspiracies to rav- 
age it, and, to impart the last touch of enormity 
to the outrage, should inflame the passions of your 
operatives to bloody and incendiary revolt; who 
believes the people of New England would pa- 
tiently endure this accumulation of injuries? If 
they be capable of so abject a submission, they 

ssess not the spirit of those ancestors of theirs, 
with whom the most trivial exaction of illegal 
power was an insufferable oppression. Yet these 
and greater grievances are endured by the people 
of the slaveholding States; but you only mock our 
complaints and tighten the grasp of oppression. 
Why marvel, then, that the day of resistance and 
retribution is come at last? 

But, sir, we do not rest the vindication of the 
South on the slavery issue alone, nor mainly, Our 
adversaries, availing themselves of the prevalent 
prejudice against slavery, have diligently repre- 
sented that the secession of the South has no other 
object than the perpetuation of bondage; and the 
effect of the misstatement is visible already in the 
unfriendly criticism of the foreign press. It is 
time our cause were placed upon the true grounds 
of defense; upon principles which, instead of in- 
sulating it from the sympathies of the world, will 
command respect wherever justice rules and the 
maxims of republican liberty are revered. True 
it is that the grievances of which the South com- 
plain affect chiefly the interests of slavery; but 
it is a narrow and unphilosophical view of the 
controversy to represent the South as protesting 
only against those grievances. There, indeed, the 
weight of the oppression is most heavily felt; but 
its source must be sought elsewhere. We com- 
mit an error in reasoning, and what is more, a 








| ship to the disorders of the country, we must dis- 
| cover and correct the organic derangements of the 
system; otherwise, all our pretentious prescription 
| is but the quackery of the empiric. 

| Sir, for fifty years the interests of the South re- 


| posed and prospered under the sacred safeguards 


ofthe Constitution. By that compact the equality 
of the States was guarantied, their right of self- 


government recognized, and each member of the 
Confederacy mutually pledged to the others in a 


| spirit of fraternal alliance. The States of the 


South acceded to the Union on these conditions: 
on the conditions that they were to be the peers 
of their sovereign associates, that their rights were 
to be inviolable, and their property secure under 
the protection of the common Government. This 
sacred covenant was the bond of union between 
the confederate Republics. ‘The Constitution im- 
posed reciprocal obligations on the States, and 
pledged them to mutual offices of good-will. In 
what manner are these 
these obligations fulfilled, by the northern States? 

Foremost in the catalogue of southern griev- 
ance is the complaint that the fundamental prin- 
ciple of the Confederacy, the equality of the States, 
is subverted by a combination between a majority 
of States to exclude other States from an equal 
participation in the common domain, and so to 
deny them equal advantages of expansion and 
development under the operation of the Federal 
Government. Nay, this Government itself is 
abused to the consummation of that iniquity. 

To all candid men I appeal, if this single fact 
of the exclusion of the South from any share and 
enjoyment of the joint territory of the States, 
does notinvolve every circumstance that can rouse 
the indignation of freemen—a breach of constitu- 
tional compact; a stigma of inferiority; a princi- 
ple of civil disability; and a measure of practical 
oppression. In private life, individuals resent flo 
grievance sooner than an invasion of their rights 
of property. Among nations, an encroachment on 
their territorial possessions is an affront which 
war alone can redress. But the exclusion of the 
South from the common domain of the Confeder- 
acy, besides these circumstances of insult and ag- 
gression, implies a breach of the most solemn stip- 
ulation, and a reflection the most offensive on the 
southern character. For you cannot deny the 
South equal rights in the Territories, without sub- 
verting the principles of the Constitution; and in 
justification of this wrong, the social system of 
the South is denounced as the ‘* sum of all vil- 
lainies.’? Whatother orgreater grievance need the 
South urge in vindication of its conduct? 

But this is not all. In respect of another essen- 
tial condition of Federal Union—the guarantee of 
State sovereignty, the right reserved by each State 
to administer its own affairs and to develop its 
own destinies, in harmony with the general in- 
terests of the Confederacy,—whatsoever of this 
right may have survived the systematic encroach- 
ments of Federal usurpation, has vanished before 
the threat of military coercion. Already sover- 
eign States are reduced, in contemplation, to the 
condition of provincial dependencies; and that 
doom they would speedily realize, but for the 
indomitable spirit which quails not before all the 
‘* pomp and circumstance”’ of your martial prep- 
aration. 

Perhaps even these radical violations of the 
Constitution, in its spirit and essence, you may 
repel as the vague refinements of a temper alert 
to discover material of sectional crimination. Let 
us descend, then, for a moment, to a single in- 
stance in illustration of the perfidy by which the 
South is defrauded of its covenanted rights. An 
explicit provision of the constitutional compact 
exacts the restitution of fugitive slaves; yet that 

rovision, albeit so essentia! that without it the 
uth originally refused to join the Confederacy, 
is shamefully annulled by the northern States; and 
by the default millions of southern property have 
been confiscated. So flagrantly has the South 
been cheated of its constitutional rights and de- 
nied the advantages of the Union, all the burdens 
of which, however, it bears in enormous dispro- 
portion! : A 

What stronger argument than this, of violated 

faith and broken engagemeuts, of the invasion of 


' chartered rights and the usurpation of forbidden 


ledges redeemed, and | 
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power, can be required in vindication :if youplease 

of revolutionary measures? All writers, exce t 
the partisans of divine right and passive obedi- 
ence, are agreed that an infraction of the implied 
contract between sovercign and subject absolves 
the latter from his allegiance. It is this Principle 
of constitutional liberty which distinguishes the 
great rebellion and the revolution of 1688 as the 
most glorious epochs in British history. Say, 
then, is there less obligation in a solemnly rati- 
fied and written compact, than in a tacit and dis- 
| puted engagement; and are sovereign States denied 
a redress which the genius of free government 

guaranties to individuals ? 

| But, the defense of the South rests upon still 
| Stronger grounds; and her secession from the Con- 





| _ federacy is justified by even higher principles than 


the right to vindicate a violated covenant. Abso- 
| lute pqwer is the essence of tyranny, whether the 

ower be wielded by a monarch or a multitude. 

he dominant section in this Confederacy elaims 
and exercises absolute power—pewer without 
limitation and without responsibility: without 
limitation, since all the restrictions of the Consti- 
| tution are broken down; and without responsi- 
| bility, because, in the nature of things, the weaker 
| interest cannot control the majority. Ofall species 
of tyranny, the South is subjected to the most in- 
tolerable. Under the rule of a despot, we might 
hope something of his impartial indifference be- 
| tween the sections; but to be exposed to the un- 
| bridled sway of a majority adverse in interest, 
inimical in feeling, and ambitious of domination, 
is to be reduced to a condition more abject than 





that of the slaves whose emancipation is the pre- 
text of all this controversy. 

It is against this sectional domination, this rule 
of the majority without law and without limit— 
a rule asserted in subversion of the Constitution, 
and established on the ruins of the Confederaey— 
it is in resistance to this despotic and detestable 
rule, that the people of the South have taken u 
arms. This, ir, sis the cause of the South; an 
tcll me if cause more just ever consecrated revo- 
lution? It is the cause of self-government against 
the domination of foreign power—the very cause 
for which our fathers fought in 1776. Sooner than 
submit to the irresponsible rule of alien interests, 
they tore themselves from the embrace of the 
mother country, and staked all in the triumph of 
secession. Washington and Jefferson were the 
most illustrious of secessionists; and we of to- 
day are but walking in the light of their glorious 
example. They held it unworthy of freemen to 
bear the burden of arbitrary imposition; and they 
were not conciliated by the deceptive tender of 

artial representation in the British Parliament. 

he South has her Representatives in this Capi- 
tol; but their voice is of no avail against the north- 
ern majority. She is taxed not with her own 
consent, but by the votes of delegates whom she 
cannot control, 

I repeat, it is against the rule of a sectional des- 
potism that the South demands protection; and 
it is to assert the cause of civil liberty, that she 
declares her independence. You of the North 
lavished your sympathy on the people of Hun- 

ry in their revolt nst Austrian absolutism; 

ut our cause is identical in principle and in pur- 
pose. At this moment, while = bestow admi- 
ration and applause on the revolutionists of Italy, 
I would remind you that the people of the South 
are moved by the same impatience of alien ascend- 
ency, and the same aspiration for self-govern- 
ment, which, after ages of slumber, have at last 
awakened the Italians to a recollection of their 
long-lost liberties. 

The cause of the South solicits recognition and 
regard by yet another consideration, by a con- 
sideration which appeals to the interest of every 
section. 

To-day, it is slavery which suffers from the 
overthow of constitutional guarantees, and tlie 
irresponsible reign of the majority. But, the prin- 
ciple of absolute power once ascendant in the 
Government, no interest is secure; and circum- 
stances will determine against what object it may 
be directed. If, in contravention of the compact 
of Union, slavery may be oppressed by Federal 
action, the navigation of New England, or the 
iron interest of Sousa siveiins will be exposed to 
the same ruin, whenever they shall incur the dis- 

leasure or invite the rapacity of other sections. 
The only safeguard of American liberty 1s in 
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maintaining the integrity of the ae | 
preserving intact the limitations of the Governs 
ment. For that the South contends; and all are | 
alike concerned in the success of her cause. | 
If, after the endurance of so many wrongs,and | 
the menace of others still more intolerable, any- | 
thing were wanting to justify the South in the 
yublic opinion of the world, it would be supplied 
by her solicitude to avoid violence, and redress 
her grievances within the Union. We are re- 
proached, I know, with precipitancy in not 
awaiting an overt act of hostility from the sectional 
Administration. Sir, in our judgment, a procla- 
mation of war is an overt act; and such proclama- 
tion we find in the election, by an exclusively 
sectional vote, of a President pledged to put our || 
rights and our property ‘in course of ultimate 
extinetion’’—a President who admonishes us in | 
advance of his aggressive designs bythe s 


ten- || 
tious but significant declaration, that * the¥ who || 
deny freedom to others do not deserve it them- || 
selves, and, under a just God, cannot long retain || 
it.”’ We could not agree to await inactively the 
development of the disposition of the President 
elect; for we claim to hold our rights by some 
higher and more solid tenure than the capri- 
cious temper of any individual. Indeed, the argu- || 
ment of our opponents involves a concession ef | 
our case, inasmuch as it implies that the rights of | 
the South are no longer secured by constitutional 
guarantees, but are suspended on the accident of || 
an unfriendly Administration. 

A more imperative consideration still determ- 
ined the South to act at once, and to act deci- 
sively. If negotiation might avail, we thought to | 
strengthen negotiation by a demonstration of our 
spirit. Ifthe sword alone can reclaim our rights, 
we were resolved not to be unprepared for the 
issue. 

Mr. Speake?, since the fatal 6th of November || 
to the present hour, the Representatives of the || 
South have invariably exhibited an accommodat- | 

| 
| 
| 
! 


ing dispositioh. “The first day of our session was 
signalized by a proposition from a colleague of 
my own, (Mr. Borerer,] which contemplated a | 
pacific adjustment of our difficulties. A similar | 
movement, likewise originating with a southern | 
man, was initiated in the Senate. Meanwhile 
various schemes of settlement have been submit- 
ted in one or the other House of Congress, of || 
which, without much regard to their intrinsic || 
efficacy, we have uniformly avowed our support; || 
while on the other side they have been as uni- | 
formly rejected with a contemptuous disdain of || 
compromise. Thus, while the South are willing || 
to remain in the Union with an assurance of their || 
rights, the North declare, by a refusal of all con- |) 
cession, that they will destroy the Union rather 
than renounce their aggressive designs. In the || 
perverted patriotism of the dominant party, the | 
Constitution of Washington is substituted by the || 
platform of Lincoln; and ratherthan be reproached 
with logical inconsistency, they choose to incur 
the guilt of civil war. 
And not in the negative sense of rejected com- 
promise only, do this party betray a purpose to || 
ush the dispute to the arbitrament of the sword. 
nstead of a proclamation of conservative policy 
that should give assurance of peace to a distracted | 
country, their leader announces that his Adminis- 
tration is to be directed by the counsels of the 
champion of the *‘ irrepressible conflict.’’ Instead 
of the sense of justice and patriotic spirit which, 
we were told, still animate the masses of the north- 
ern people, northern Legislatures vote men and | 
munitions of war to chastise the resistance roused | 
by their own perfidious violations of a consti- 
tutional covenant. And here, while with the 
one hand Republican Representatives spurn al 
overtures of peace, with the other they grasp the 
sword. No measure of conciliation will hey pass; 
their energies are engrossed in contriving schemes 
of coercion. Day after day developes the com- | 
pletences of_their system of force. Now itisa 
ill denying South Serolina the facilities of postal 
communication; anon a bill for the compulsory 
collection of the revenue at Charleston. In the 
South, frowning fortresses threaten the subjuga- 
tion of govereign States; in this District a hire- 
ling soldiery are concentrated to impose an ob- 
noxious ruler on an unwilling people. Auspicious 
inauguration of a Republican President! Happy 
presage of a liberal Administration ! Jf the con- 


clusion be but consistent with this encouraging 














_ glorious Confederacy. 


| might be violated. 





commencement, no doubt the next four years will | 
reconcile the South to the rule of the dominant || 


party. 


In aggravation of circumstances, themselves 
sufficiently exasperating, the rumor, too mon- 
strous for belief, that all these measures of coer- 
cion against the South are stimulated and directed 
by a son whom the South has delighted to honor, 
in proportion even to his own conceit of his own 
merit, imparts a tone of deeper indignation to the 
murmurs of an outraged people. 

Thus, Mr. Speaker, by a series of aggressions, 
of which I have attempted nothing more than an 
imperfect sketch, the dominant party in the North 
have effected that which the world in arms could 
not haveaccomplished—the overthrow of this once 
y- And not content with an 
achievement that will burden their memory 
through all coming ages, they now propose to 
consummate their work by afflicting the country 
with the calamities df civil war. 

Mr. Speaker, we of the South maintain that 
among the fundamental and essential articles of 
the Republican faith is the doctrine that the States, 


|| having subscribed the constitutional compact on 
| their own independent volition and in the exer- 


cise of an inherent sovereignty, have the right, 
perfect and inviolable, to renounce the Union 
whenever, in their judgment, the Constitution is 
annulled and the Union abused to their oppres- 
sion. Nay, in the very act of assent to the lasers 


| of confederation, Virginia and other States, by 
| express stipulation, reserved to themselves the 
| right to resume their original sovereignty when- 


ever, in their opinion, the conditions of alliance 
As we understand it, this is 
an association of coequal sovereignties, held in 


| fraternal embrace by the sweet influences of re- 
| ciprocal confidence and regard; not a system of 


reluctant and oppressive connection, bound to- 
gether by the fetters of Federal force. Nor have 
the people of the South contemplated the right of 
secession as a vain speculative proposition, but 
have cherished it as an actual and inestimable 
muniment of republican liberty. It is precisely 
in this particular that the citizens of the United 
States have the advantage of the people of all 
other countries; in that, when the checks and bal- 
ances of the central Government are overthrown, 
there remains the rampart of State sovereignty, 
behind which they may rally and maintain their 
rights; and in the still more important particular, 
that, through the instrumentality of secession, 
they may recover their liberties by the organic 
operation of the system, without recourse to the 
dreadful extremity of revolution. 

These principles, itappears by too many distress- 


| ing indications, are not prevalent in the councils 


of the dominant party. Their cry is for coercion. 
They present the South no other alternative than 
submission or subjugation. Sir, it is no easy 
effort to debate an issue of this sort; and the im- 


| pulse of a gallant people is to answer menace b 


defiance. But we owe it to the solemnity of the 
occasion to repress every ebullition of resentment, 
and to discuss even an offensive topic in a spirit 
of moderation. 

What, then, I would entreat of gentlemen on 
the other side, do they propose by kindling the 
flame of civil war? No matter what may be the 
issue, liberty cannot survive the conflict. The 
frail fabric of a system constructed for the abode 
of peace, would perish under the shocks and con- 
cussions of intestine strife. An armed encounter 
between the States would be fatal to a Constitution 
designed to hold them in amicable association; and 
your Union would go down with the principle of 
mutual affection on which it reposes. He must be 
inattentive to the plainest lessons of history who 


does not foresee that from a bloody struggle among || 





ST 


* _ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — ‘wan 


and at last extorted from his fears the recognition 
of her rights, your intelligence needs not to be 


| instructed. And so would your difficulty be our 
| Opportunity, 








} 


the States—bellum plus-quam civile—either anar- |) 


| chy would emerge to brood over the land with des- 


olating presence, or else military violence would 
assertits iron sway. What though the fortune of 
war be propitious to your arms? You must be 


content with nothing less than the annihilation of | 
the South; for while she breathes, the impulse of | 


honor will throb in her bosom, and urge her to 
still further resistance. Recollect the story of 


| Ireland’s wrongs and Ireland’s emancipation. 


The remorseless conqueror doomed her to deso- | 


lation;,but fate reserved her as a dependent prov- 
ince of the British Empire. 
England’s side, she avenged herself on the tyrant, 


How, as a thorn in | 


| 


' 
' 


j 


| any odds. 


_ Imagine, then, fora moment, the eoniplete sub- 
Jugation of the South; after every spark of vitality 
is extinguished, and her inanimate form lies pros- 
trate before you, tell me, whatrecompense do you 
gain for all your sacrifices, or what consolation 
in the tormenting memory of your fratricidal deed ? 

But I dismiss the humiliating thought. No 
matter what her inferiority of force, you cannot 


| subjugate the South. Smitten she may be, but 
| not subdued; defeated, but never dismayed. Al- 


ready, by her determined and defiant attitude, 
she gives you earnest of the spirit that will ani- 
mate her sons in the hour of trial. From many 
memorable examples ofheroic resistanceto wrong, 
they derive the qopsolanery assurance that a brave 
people battling for the right are invincible against 
Nine million of freemen—and heed 
not, I admonish you, the treacherous suggestion 


| that the South will not oppose a united front to 


the foc—nine million of freemen, of a race the 
most energetic and indomitable recorded in his- 
tory, glorying in traditions of ancestral prowess, 
and attached to the cause of liberty with a chiv- 
alric devotion—this people, themselves distin- 
guished for valor and the genius of war, contend- 
ing on their own soil for whatever imparts a 
felicity to life—this people will laugh to scorn all 


| the imposing array of your military prepara- 


tion. 

Not for themselves, then, do they deprecate a 
conflict of arms; but from respect to the memory 
of our common ancestry; for the sake of a land 
to be torn by the cruel lacerations of the sword, 


| and in reverence of virtues a benign religion in- 


structs themtoadore. By the persuasion of these 
pious and pathetic importunities we would soothe 
in every breast the spirit of strife, and invoke the 
pacific intervention of reason for the adjustment 
of our disputes. 

And what, I pray you, is the dictate of reason? 


| Not, surely, that a free people should be held in 


subjection to a Government they detest; not that 
the sword be employed to coerce sovereign States, 
and constrain them to wear the yoke of an odious 
and oppressive association; but rather that dis- 
tinct communities be permitted to follow the bent 
of their peculiar nationality, and to realize the 
destiny indicated by their own interests and their 
own aspirations. You of the North hold in your 
grasp the elements of a great empire—a teeming 
population, immense resources, and a daring en- 
ergy of genius which surmounts all obstacles, and 
dazzles the world with itsexploits. For our part, 
in slight esteem as you affect to hold the South, 
we are content with our portion. Whensoever 
occasion shall require—and oceasion does now 
demand it—we are prepared to assert our equality 
among the sovereigns of the earth, and to make 
good the claim against all comers, 

Instead, then, of vainly essaying to counteract 
the designs of nature, let us heed the voice of rea- 
son; instead of lamenting the rupture of an arti- 
ficial tie, as involving the ruin of all our hopes, 
letus lean on the wisdom of Providence, persuaded 
that as He hasalready distinguished the epoch of 
revolution as the most glorious in the annals of 
America, He intends still further to advance the 
cause of freedom and civilization by means of 


| anosher dissevered nationality. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Hickey, its Chief Clerk, notifying the House 
that the Senate had passed, with an amendment, 
a joint resolution (H. R. No. 39) directing the 
accounting officers of the Treasury to settle the 
accounts of the late Robert Stockton, quarter- 
master, &c; and an act (S. No. 125) for the relief 
of John Peebles; in which act and amendment he 
was directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 


ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 


Mr. CURTIS obtained the floor. 

Mr. GROW. Will the gentleman yield me 
the floor to move to take up the Kansas bill? 

Mr. CURTIS. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. BURNETT. I object to the oe 
t can 


yielding the floor for any such purpose. 
only be done by unanimous consent. 
Mr. GROW. Ionly ask the gentleman to yield 
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me the floor that I may move to 
debate for a short time, in order to 
sas Lill taken up, and the Senate amendment con- 
curred in. 

Mr. BURNETT. I submit that the gentleman 
from lowa cannot yield the floor for any purpose, 
except by unanimous consent of the House. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Kexxoae, | 


of Illinois, in the chair.) The Chair understands 
that to be the rule. 

Mr. BURNETT. Then I object. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
~ gentleman from lowa can yield the floor if he 

esires. 

Mr. CURTIS. I gave way for the purpose of 
facilitating the business of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If the gentleman 
from Lowa yields the floor, he must do so with- 
out the right to resume it. 

Mr. GROW. Certainly; but courtesy will give 
it to him again. 


from the Speaker’s table, and have the Senate 
amendment concurred in. 
question on the motion to postpone. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Is the motion to postpone 
in order? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
derstands that it is. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question aed 

Mr. BURNETT. Lask for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to postpone. I think we ought to 
dispose of this subject while we have it under 
consideration, 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

Mr GROW. Inow move to suspend the rules, 


The Chair un- 


in order to take up the Kansas bill. My colleague | 


[Mr. FLonence] has a motion to suspend the rules 
es and if be withdraws it, my motion will 
be in order. 


Mr. FLORENCE. My colleague asks me to 


withdraw the motion made by me to suspend the | 


rules, Until it be withdrawn, my colleague can- 


not, I apprehend, make the motion. Now, I have |} ate, and demand the previous question upon it. 


no objection to withdraw my motion to suspend 
the rules. I submitted that motion two weeks 
ago, in order that the House might consider the 
Crittenden proposition, which I believe to be a 
measure of peace, and for the adoption of which 
the country is asking. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ulinois. What is the || 


question before the House? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On suspending 
the rules. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE, I withdraw my motion, as 
[have no opportunity of getting a vote on that 

roposition. Ido so in order to permit my col- 
lenge to go on with business, and trusting to a 
future opportunity of getting a vote on it. 

Mr. QUARLES called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 119, nays 41; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Charlies F. Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, 
Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, 
Briggs, Buffinton, Burch, Burlingame, Burnham, Butter- 
field, Campbell, Carey, Case, Horace F. Clark, Coburn, 
John Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, Cox, Curtis, 
H. Winter Davis, John G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, 
Sdgerion, Eliot, Engiish, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Fenton, 
Fiorence, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, 
Hale, J. Morrison Harris, Haskin, Hickman, Hoard, Wil- 
liam Howard, William a Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, 
Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Ken- 
yon, Killinger, Lee, Logan, eangeectnene Loomis, Lovejoy, 

farston, Charles D. Martin, McKean, McKenty, Mc- 
Knight, McPherson, Montgomery, Moorhead, Morrill, Ed- 
ward Joy Morris, isaac N. Morris, Morse, Niblack, Nixon, 
Olin, Palmer, Pendleton, Perry, Porter, Power, John H. 
Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, Jamese«C. Robinson, Royce, Scran- 
ton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, 
Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Vailandigham, Van- 
dever, Van Wyck, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader 
C. Washbura, Ellihu B. Washburne, Webster, Wilson, 
Windom, and Wood—119. 

NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, Thomas L. Anderson, 
William C. Anderson, Avery, Bocock, Boteler, Brabson, 
Branch, Bristow, Brown, Burnett, John B. Clark, Burton 
Craige, De Jarmette, Garnett, John T. Harris, Hatton, 
Huzties, Jenkins, Kunkel, James M, Leach, Leake, Ma- 
clay, Mallory, Maynard, Millson, Laban T. Moore, Nelson, 
Nooill, Peyton, Quarles, Sickles, Simms, William N. H. 
Smith, Stevenson, Stokes, Thomas, Vance, Whiteley, 
Winslow, and Wright—41. 


So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules 
were suspended; and the House proceeded to the 





| entitle her to admission un 
ence bill, 1 see no reason why she should not now 


Nevertheless, | 


I now move to postpone the | 
special order, in order to take up the Kansas bill | 


I call the previous | 
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During the vote, 
Mr. ENGLISH said: As the late census shows 
that there is the requisite popylation in Kansas to 
ya the Kansas confer- 


be admitted as a State; and therefore vote “‘ay.”’ 
Mr. WOODRUFF stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Ferry, had gone home on account of sick- 


ness in his family. 


Mr. McK NIGHT stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Hatt, had been called home, and had paired 
with Mr. Hixpmay. 

Mr. HUMPHREY stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Carrer, was still detained at home on ac- 
count of the death of a member of his family. 

Mr. MAYNARD (when his name was called) 
said: As this bill,in my opinion, impairs directly 
the rights of certain Indian tribes, I vote **no.’’ 

Mr. SMITH, of North Carolina, (when his 
name was called,) said: As I understand that Kan- 
sas has a sufficient population, under the appor- 
tionment of 1850, to entitle her to a Represent- 
ative on this floor, but will not have under the 


apportionment of 1860, for this, among other rea- | 


suns, I vote ** no.”’ 


Mr. McCLERNAND stated that he had paired 
with Mr. Pryor. 
Mr. MOORHEAD stated that his colleague, 


| Mr. Mittwarp, was paired with Mr. Clemens. 


Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia, asked leave to 
vote. 
Objection was made. 


Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia, stated that he | 


would have voted in the negative. 
The vote was announced as above recorded. 
Mr. GROW. I do not propose to debate this 
bill at all. It is now five years almost since a 


| bill first passed for the admission of Kansas into 


the Union. I only wish to express my dissent 


to this system of attaching independent legisla- | 


tion to bills for the admission of States into the 
Union; but, under the circumstances of this bill, 
I move to concur in the amendment of the Sen- 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The amendment of the Senate was read, and is 
as follows: 


Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That from and after 
the admission of the State of Kansas, as hereinbefore pro- 
vided, all the laws of the United States, which are not lo- 
cally inapplicable, shall have the same force and effect 
within that State as in other States of the Union; and the 
State ts hereby constituted a judicial district of the United 
States, within which a district court, with the like powers 
and jurisdiction as the district court of the United States 
for the district of Minnesota, shall be established : the judge, 
attorney,and marshal of the United States for the said dis- 
trict of Kansas shall reside within the same, and shall be 
entitled to the same compensation as the judge, attorney, 
and marshal of the district of Minnesota; and in all cases 
of appeal or writ of error heretofore prosecuted, and now 
pending in the Supreme Court of the United States, upon 
any record from the supreme court of Kansas Territory, the 
mandate of execution or order of further proceedings shall 
be directed by the Supreme Court of the United States to 
the district court of the United States for the district of 
Kansas, or to the supreme court of the State of Kansas, as 
the nature of such appeal or writ of error may require ; and 
each of those courts shall be the successor of the supreme 
court of Kansas Territory, as to all such cases, with full 
powerto hearand determine the same, and to award mesne 
or final process therein. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the judge of the 
district court for the district of Kansas shall hold two reg- 
ular terms of the said court annually, at the seat of gov- 
ernment of the said State, to commence on the second Mon- 
day of and in each year. 


The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. GROW moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment was concurred in; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


DISTURBED STATE OF THE COUNTRY. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore announced that the 
special order, the report of the special committee 
of thirty-three, again came up for consideration. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, obtained the 
floor. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I ask the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania to give way to enable 
me to submit a motion that the special order be 

tponed until to-morrow after the morning 
our. 

Mr. BURNETT. I rise to a question of order. 
I object to the gentleman from Pennsylvania yield- 











January 28, 


——0@(—00Dnaosanaoaoaoe 





pomenee this | consideration of the Senate amendment to the bill || ing the floor, except upon tle same conditions 
: 


ave the Kan- || for the admission of Kansas into the Union. ur were imposed upon the gentleman from lowa 
i , 


Mr. Curtis. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Th fail 
, : . e Chai 
not reverse the rule in this case. e wal 
T . 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I have un- 
derstood that the chairmen of one or two com- 
mittees have reports which they think it is im- 
portant they should make to-day. lam not willing 
that the little speech I propose to make should 
interfere with the transaction of necessary busi- 
ness; and therefore, if it be the pleasure of the 
House to postpone the special order, I shall not 
object. 

Mr. HOWA RD, of Michigan. I now move to 
postpone the special order until to-morrow after 
the morning hour. 

Mr. BURNETT. Now, Mr. Speaker—— 

Mg. HOWARD, of Michigan. I have not 
yielded the floor. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman made his 
motion and relinquished the floor, 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. No, sir; I am 
rather slow, but 1 will finish my motions if gen- 
tlemen will give me time. I demand the previous 
question upon the motion I have submitted, 

Mr. BURNETT. If ask the yeas and nays 
ypon4hat motion. I hope our friends will insist 
upon enforcing the special order until it has been 
disposed of, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
gentleman from Michigan will state his reason for 
moving to postpone the special order. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. The special 
committee of five wishes to report back the Pres- 
ident’s message. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I ask the gentleman from 
Michigan to modify his motion, so as to postpone 
the special order until after the special committee 
has made its report. . 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. We will report 
to-day, I suppose, if I can get the floor. 

Mr. MAYNARD. And then I*prepose to go 
on with the special order. I see no reason for 
postponing it until to-morrow, 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I prefer to hold 
on to my motion. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Howarp’s 
motion; and it was decided in the ‘affirmative— 
yeas 1]2, nays 53; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F’. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Bab- 
bitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Buffin- 
ton, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, 
Case, Coburn, John Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, 
Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, Duell, Edgerton, Eliot, 
Farnsworth, Fenton, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Grow, 
Gurley, Hale, Haskin, Hickman, Hoard, William Howard, 
William A. Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, 
Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Killinger, 
DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, 
Marston, McClernand, McKean, McKenty, McKnight, 
McPherson, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, 
Nixon, Noell, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Porter, Potter, Pottie, 
Edwin R. Reynolds, John H. Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, Chris- 
topber Robinson, Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, 
Sumes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William 
Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, ‘Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, 
Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Wade, Waldron, 
Walton, Cadwalader UC. Washburn, Ellibu B. Washburne, 
Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and Woodrufi—112. 

NAYS—Messrs. Avery, Barret, Bocock,Brabson, Branch, 
Bristow, Brown, Burch, Burnett, Horace F. Clark, Cox, 
James Craig, John G. Davis, De Jarnette, English, Eth- 
eridge, Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Gilmer, Joba T. Harris, 
Hatton, Holman, Hughes, Jenkins, Kunkel, James M. 
Leach, Leake, Logan, Maclay, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, 
Millson, Montgomery, Laban 'T. Moore, Isaac N. Morris, 
Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Pryor, Quarles, James C. 
Robinson, Simms, William N.H. Smith, Stevenson, Stokes, 
Thomas, Vallandigham, Vance, Webster, Whiteley, Wins- 
low, and Wright—33. 


So the special order was postponed. 


PRIVILEGE TO SELECT COMMITTEE. 


Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I ask the 
consent of the House to offer the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the special committee of five, to whom 
was referred the message of the President of the 9th in- 
stant, have leave to sit during the sessions of the House, 
and to report from time to time, as the importance of busi- 
ness in their hands may require. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I object. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. 
suspend the rules. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I callfor the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 


I move to 
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Mr. BURNETT called for tellers on the yeas | 
g nays. 
ar alloe were ordered; and Messrs. Jenkuys and 
Somes were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
twenty-two in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered, 

The rules were suspended, (two thirds having 
voted therefor.) fie 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I would state 
that the committee have been unable to complete 
their business as yet; but they believe it is their 
duty to report back the message at as early aday || 
as possible. That is the motive for asking an 
enlargement of their powers. I submit the res- | 
olution, and ask the previous question upon it. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered to be pete 

The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan, moved to recon- | 
siderthe vote by which the resolution was adopted; | 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MILITIA OF THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. STANTON. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to permit the Committee on 
Military Affairs to report back the bill this morn- 
ing referred to them in relation to the militia of 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BURNETT. I object. 

Mr. STANTON. I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. BURNETT. Itisa little disheartening; 
but I again ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr.STANTON. Ifthe gentleman from Ken- | 
tucky will listen to me for an instant, he will | 
know exactly what this bill means. It is simply 
to require the militia of the District of Columbia | 
to take the oath which is required of the militia 
in all the Stafes when in the service of the United | 
States. 

Mr. BURNETT. I wish to ask the gentleman | 
whether the militia of the District are not already 
required to take the oath under the existing laws? | 

Mr. STANTON. I understand not. 

The bill was read. It provides that every offi- 
cer, non-commissioned officer, musician, and pri- 
vate of the militia of the District of Columbia, shall 
take and subscribe to the oath required by the 
eighteenth section of the act approved January 11, 
1812; and ifany officer, non-commissoned officer, 
musician, or private, shall, upon the requirement 
of the major general commanding, refuse to take 
such oath, his name shall be stricken from the 
roll; and if commissioned, his commission shall 
be forfeited. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in | 
the affirmative—yeas 116, nays 41; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, Alley, 
William C. Anderson, Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, 
Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Buffinton, Burlin- || 
game, Burnham, Campbell, Carey, Case, Coburn, Colfax, 
Conkling, Covode, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, 
Duell, Edgerton, Eliot, Etheridge, Foster, Frank, French, 
Gilmer, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Haskin, Helmick, | 
Hickman, Hoard, Holman, William Howard, William A. | 
Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis 
W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, 
Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mallory, Marston, 
Charles D. Martin, MeClernand, McKean, MeKenty, Mc- | 
Knight, McPherson, Montgomery, Laban T’. Moore. Moor- 
head, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nelson, Nixon, | 
Olin, Palmer, Perry, Potter, Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, 
John H. Reynolds, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, 
Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spin- 
her, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, Stratton, 
Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Van- 
dever, Van Wyck, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader 
C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne,Webster, Wells, Wil- 
son, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff—116. 

NAYS—Messrs. Avery, Barret, Bocock, Boteler, Brab- | 
son, Branch, Brown, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, 
James Craig, Burton Craige, De Jarnette, Florence, Fouke, 
John T’. Harris, Hughes, Jenkins, Kunkel, James M. Leach, 
Leake, Logan, Maclay, Maynard, Millson, Niblack, Noell, 
Pendicton, Peyton, Pryor, Quarles, Riggs, James C. Rob- | 
inson, Scott, Simms, William N. H, Smith, Stevenson, 
Thomas, Vance, Winslow, and Wright—4l. 


So the rules were suspended, (two thirds having | 
voted therefor.) 
Before the vote was announced, 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, said, that if he had | 


been within the bar when his name was called, | 
he would have voted ‘ ay.”’ | 




















Mr. EDMUNDSON, not being within the bar | 
Wheiy his name was called, leave to vote. | 
Mr. KILLINGER objected. 


Mr. COX stated that he had paired with Mr. | 


PorrTen. 
Mr. HINDMAN stated that some conversa- 


| tion oceurred with Mr. Hare before that gentie- 


man left the city in reference to pairing with him, 
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| (Mr. Hixpmay.] He did not know that such was || 


Mr. Hare’s understanding, or he should not have | 


voted upon the Kansas bill. Learning that such 
was his understanding, however, he asked leave 
to withdraw his vote upon that bill. 

Leave was granted. 

Mr. STANTON. I now move that the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs be discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill, and that it be 
put on its passage; on which I demand the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. HUGHES. I appeal to the courtesy of 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs to let the bill remain open to amendment, and 
not to insist on his demand for the previous ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
before the House. 

Mr. STANTON. The bill isa very shortone, 
consisting of only one section. 

Mr. HUGHES. 
may have an opportunity to amend the bill if it 
be necessary. 

Mr. STANTON. If the gentleman has an 
amendment to offer, I will hear it now, 


Mr. McCLERNAND. 


The bill is not 


there be anything intricate or complicated in the 
bill, will make the proper explanation. 

Mr. STANTON. There is nothing in the 
world in the bill except a provision authorizing 
the officers of the Army to administer the usual 
oath to the militia of this District, which is ad- 
ministered in the military service elsewhere. That 
is all there is in the bill. 

Mr. BRANCH. While the gentleman is an- 
swering questions in regard to the bill, I would 
like to propound one to him, 


All L ask is that the House | 


I hope that the chair- | 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, if | 





| be put on its passage. 
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Missouri what it is, substantially. [Cries of 
**Order!”? 

Mr. PHELPS. Let it be read. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from Ohio 
stated , In response to the inquiry of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, that this oath was only to 
be administered when these volunteers were mus- 

_ tered into the service of the United States. His 
bill does not say so. He also stated that he did 
| not know the difference between this oath and the 
one administered to the militia of the several 
| States. If the gentleman will examine the oath 


| provided by the act of 1812 he will find no such 


oath is administered by a single State of which I 
have any knowledge. I know that it is not ad- 
ministered to the militiaof Kentucky. The gen- 
tleman’s bill ought to be amended so asto make it 
applicable to the militia when mustered into the 
service of the United States. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. The militia of this Dis- 
trict are now in the service of the United States, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Debate is not in 
order. 

Mr. PHELPS. Read the oath. 

‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk can- 
not find any form of oath in the eighteenth section 
of the law to which he was referred. 

Mr. PHELPS. Are we acting so rapidly, then, 
that nobody can tell us anything of the bill, and 
the reference to a former law is mcorrect ? 

Mr. HINDMAN. If there be no form of oath 
in the eighteenth section, I hope that the bill will 
z {Laughter. 

‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is 
on the demand for the previous question. 
Mr. HINDMAN. As there seems to be great 
difficulty to find the oath, | move that the Chicago 
| platform be inserted. [Laughter.] 

The Crerx. The law is entitled ** An act to 
raise an additional military force;”’ approved Jan- 
uary 11, 1812. In the eighteenth section is the 


|| following oath: 


Does this bill re- | 
| quire any oath to be administered to the militia | 


of this District different from that administered to 


the militia of the several States ? 

Mr. STANTON. No, sir; thatis, when they 
are in the service of the United States. 

Mr. BRANCH. Ah! Does it require any oath 
to be administered to them different from that ad- 
ministered to the militia of the several States when 
they are not in the service of the United States? 

Mr. STANTON. Upon my word I am not 
prepared to answer the gentleman’s question. If 
the gentleman wants to know what the oath ex- 
actly is, he c&n consult the statutes. What the 
oath administered in the Statesis, | presume will 
be shown by the laws of the States; but I can 


assure the gentleman that, when the militia of the | 


States are in the service of the United States, the 


| same oath is administered to them that this bill 
proposes—authorizing the Army officers to ad- | 
That is 


minister to the militia of this District. 
all there is in it. 

Mr. BRANCH. Does the bill propose that 
that oath shall only beadministered to them while 
they are in the service of the United States? 

Mr. STANTON. Certainly. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, (amid much con- 
fusion.) All I have to say is, that, for one, | 


never will consent to enact the odious test oath | 


proposed by this bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. All this de- 
bate is out oforder. The gentleman from Ohio 
has demanded the previous question on the mo- 


tion to. discharge the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
order. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, Mr. Sranron’s motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON demanded the previous ques- 
tion on the engrossment and third reading of the 
bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to have the bill read; 
and then | want the House informed exactly of 
the terms of the proposed oath. 

The bill was again read. 

Mr. PHELPS. Letus know what it is we are 
doing; let the oath be read. 

Mr. STANTON. 
I will make no objection to the reading of the oath. 

Mr. CURTIS. I can tell the gentleman from 


Debate is notin 





If the statutes are at hand, | 


iH 


**J, A.B, do solemnly swear or affirm (as the case may 
be) that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the United 
States of America, and that | will serve them honestly and 
faithfully against their enemies or oOpposers whosoever ; 
and that I will observe and obey the orders of the President 


| of the United States, and the orders of the officers ap- 


pointed over me, according to the rules and articles of war.’’ 

Mr. BRANCH. Iocan settle this whole mat- 
ter, if the gentleman from Ohio will hear me for 
a moment. He intends that this oath shall be ad- 


| ministered to the militia of this District when the 


are in the service of the United States. His biil, 
nevertheless, is unlimited in that respect; and I 
suggest to him that he accept an amendment to 
this effect: ‘*when called into the service of the 
United States.’’ No such oath as that which has 
just been read ever has been administered to the 
militia of any part of these United States. 

| Mr. HICKMAN. Is discussion in order? 

Mr. STANTON. The militia of this District 
are now in the service of the United States. 

Mr. BRANCH. The gentleman is mistaken. 
The people of this District are no more under mar- 
tial law than the people of the States. [Cries of 
** Order!’ ** Order !’”] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This debate is 
all out of order. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under the operation 
thereof, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time. 

Mr. QUARLES. 
engrossed bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill is not 
engrossed. 

Mr. STANTON, I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill; and t demand the 
yeas and nays on ordering the main question to 
be pat. By that time the bill will be engrossed. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, 

The Hous refused to adjourn. 

Mr. STANTON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
, and read a third time; and on that motion I de- 
| mand the previous question and the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. BRANCH. Did the gentleman vote with 


the majority? 


I call for the reading of the 


i ne STANTON, Certainly I did. 


he SPEAKER pro tempore. One previous 
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uestion still operates, and there is no use of the 
ee for the previous question. 

Mr. GARNETT. 
nessee will not insist on the reading of the bill. 
It is obvious that it will pass by a large majority; 
and the reading willonly consume time. For my 
part, I desire, af it has to pass, that it shall be 
acted on in time to be known in Virginia at once. 





Let her people understand, at their election next | 


Monday, that a Pretorian guard and a 7 
dictatorship are among the issues to be decided. 
[Cries of ** Order !’’] 

Mr. QUARLES. I cannot comply with the 
request of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Garyert.} Lam interposing every eee 
obstacle to the passage of every measure through 
this House which looks to the use of force against 
any of the States of this Union. It has the effect 
still more to excite the people of the South, already 
too much excited. I insist, sir, apon my motion, 
that the engrossed bill be read. 

Mr. MAYNARD. That is the very reason 
why we are trying to defeat the passage of the 
bill. 

The call of the roll was then commenced. 

Mr. BOTELER (when his name was called) 
said: I desire to say a word 

Mr. GROW. I rise to a point of order. It is, 
that debate is not in order during a call of the roll. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair sus- 
tains the point of order. 

«Mr. BOTELER. Cannot I give the reason for 
my vote? 

Mr. GARNETT. That courtesy has never 
been refused before. ‘ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has 
no control over that matter. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Will not the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania withdraw his point of order 
for once? ; 

Mr. SICKLES (when his name was called) 
gave the reasons for his vote; but owing to loud 
cries of order, his remarks were entirely inaudi- 
ble to the reporter. 

Mr. PENDLETON announced that Mr. Vat- 
LANDIGHAM was out of the House, and was paired 
off with Mr. Epwarps. 

The call of the yeas and nays having been con- 
cluded, the result was announced—yeas 44, nays 
119; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Avery, Bocock, Branch, Bristow, 
Brown, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, James Craig, Bur- 
ton Craige, De Jarnette, Edmundson, English, Florence, 
Fouke, Garnett, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hindman, Jenkins, 
Kunkel, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Maclay, Elbert 
8. Martin, Maynard, Millson, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, 
Pryor, Quarles, James C. Robinson, Scott, Sickles, Simms, 
William N. I. Smith, Stevenson, Thomas, Vance, White- 
ley, Winslow, and Wright—44. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Asbley, Bab- 
bitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Buffin- 
ton, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, 
Case, Coburn, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, Curtis, H. Win- 
ter Davis, Join G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Edgerton, 
Eliot, Etheridge, Fenton, Foster, Frank, French, Gilmer, 
Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, J. Morrison Harris, Haskin, 
Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, William Howard, William A. 
Howard, Hughes, iiumphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, 
Francis W. Eeiiee. William Kellogg, Kenyon, DeWitt c. 
Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mallory, Mars- 
ton, Charles D. Martin, McClernand, McKean, MeKenty, 
McKnight, McPherson, Montgomery, Laban T. Moore, 
Morrili, Edward Joy Morris, tsaac N. Morris, Morse ,Nel- 
son, Niblack, Nixon, Palmer, Perry, Potter, Pottle, Edwin 
R. Reynolds, John H. Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, Christopher 
Robinson, Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, 
Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, 
Stokes, Stratton, Tappan, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, 
Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Wade,Waldron, Walton, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, Webster, 
Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff—119. 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. oS 

The bill being engrossed, it was then read a 
third time. i - 

Mr. STANTON called the previous question 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. _ 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, called for 
the yeas and nays upon the passer of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. : 

The question was put; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 120, nays 42; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Bab- 
bitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Bris- 
tow, Buffinton, Burnham, Butterfield, Cam . Carey, 
Case, Coburn, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, Curtis, H. W in- 
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I hope my friend from Ten- || 


Helmick, Hoard, Holman, William Howard, William A. 
Howard, Humpbrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis 


| C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Loveloy, Mallory, 
| Marston, Charles D. Martin, MceClernand, McKean, Mc- 
| Knight, McPherson, Montgomery, Laban ‘Tl’. Moore, Moor- 
| head, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, 
| Nelson, Niblack, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Potwer, Pot- 
|| ue, Edwin R. Reynolds, John H. Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, 
| Christopher Robinson, Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sher- 
|} man, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, Wwi- 
|| liam Stewart, Stokes, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, 
|| Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Wade, 
| Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, 
and Woodruff—119. 

NAYS—Messrs. Avery, Bocock, Boteler, Branch, Brown, 
Burnett, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, James Craig, 
Burton Craige, De Jarnette, Edmundson, Florence, Fouke, 
Garnett, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hindman, Hughes, Kun- 
kel, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Maclay. Elbert 8. 
Martin, Maynard, McKenty, Millson, Pendleton, Peyton, 
Pryor, Quarles, James C. Robinson, Scott, Simms, Wil- 

|| liam N. H. Smith, Stevenson, Thomas, Vance, Whiteley, 
|| Winslow, and Wright—42. 

| So the bill was passed. 

| During the call of the yeas and nays, 

Mr. DE JARNETTE said: I shall vote against 

this bill, because it foists into the service of the 
United States an army of six thousand men to 
constitute a Pretorian guard to overawe the South. 
I vote ** no.’’ 
_ Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, (in announc- 
ing his vote in the negative,) said: My voice is 
sull for peace; and I persist in the determination 
heretofore formed, to give no vate which will 
increase sectional excitement. 

Mr. SHERMAN stated that Mr. Porter had 
paired off with Mr. Cox. 

The result was announced as above stated. 

Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
“io motion to reconsider on the table. 

he latter motion was agreed to. 


DANIEL C. BATES. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to put upon its 
passage a little private bill. I will send it to the 
Clerk’s table to be read. [tis a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Daniel C. Bates. 

Mr. BRANCH. As thatis onlya private bill, 
and it is now near dinner time, I move that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Before that 
motion is put, I will move that the rules be sus- 
pended to enable me to make my proposition. 

| The motion was entered. 

Thereupon the House (at fifteen fhinutes past 

four o’clock, p. m.) adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, January 29, 1861. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurtey. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


MRS. E. A. LINN. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of the Senate, inan- 
swer toa resolution of the Senate adopted yes- 
terday, respecting an order of the Senate directing 
the payment of certain mileage to Mrs. E. A. 
Linn, widow of the late Senator Lewis F. Linn. 

Mr. HALE. The resolution to which the com- 
munication is an answer was submitted by me, 
and I wish that the communication may be laid 
upon the table, and printed. As this isa ig 
tion that relates to the privileges of the body, I 
think it requires the attention of the body; and I 
will call it up ata very early day, and express 
what I think is due to the occasion. I think there 
is an attempt to institute a sort of guardianship 
over the Senate in the disbursement of their con- 
tingent fund, which the Senate will not submit to. 
They certainly will not, without a remonstrance 
on my part. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The communica- 
tion will lie on the table, and the motion to print 
will go to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. HALE subsequently asked unanimous 
consent to have the order to print the document 
made, without reference to the committee; which 


was agreed to. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. KING presented additional papers in re- 
|, latien to the application of H. T. bese; 


for a 


BE. 
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register to the schooner Perseverance; which were 














| referred to the Committee on Commerce 


j 
’ 


Mr. KENNEDY presented the memorial of 
was placed on the reserved list by the aes 
officers appointed under the act of February 28 
1855, praying to be restored to the active service 
list; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the resolutions of 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, relative to the 
maintenance of the Constitution and the Union: 
which were ordered to lie on the table. : 

Mr. BINGHAM presented four petitions of 
citizens of Michigan, praying the immediate re- 
peal of the fugitive slave law, as being unjust, 
cruel, and unconstitutional; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. WADE presented a petition of inhabitants 
of the counties of Huntingdon and Fulton, Penn- 
sylvania, praying the establishment of amail route 
from Orbisonia, (a point on the stage route from 
| Mount Union to Chambersburg,) via Meadow 
Gap, Maddensville, Fort Littleton, and Knobbs- 
ville, to McConnelisburg, a distance of twenty- 
three miles; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition of 
citizens of Massachusetts, praying that the com- 
promises proposed by Hon. J. J. Crirrenpen 
—_ be adopted; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 


Mr. LATHAM. I present a memorial, signed 
by several thousand people living in western 

tah, praying for. increased mail facilities between 
the Silver Diggings, known as the Washoe Dig- 
gings,and California. Itisa very short memorial, 
and I ask that it be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 








To the honorable the Senators and Represeptatives of the 
United States in Congress assembled : 


We, your petitioners, would most respectfully represent 
to your honorable bodies, that the citizens of western Utah 
are entirely destitute of the mail facilities which our import- 
ance as a community demands. Our mining and agricul- 
tural resources, as yet but very imperfectly developed, are 
already the astonishment of the world. 

We have now a population of ten thousand souis in this 
portion of Utah Territory, and, judging by our past increase, 
the inference is fair that by next year our population will 
be quadrupled. The amount of business transacted here 
makes the transmission of a vast amount of correspondence 
by some mode of conveyance a positive necessity. The 
mail is now carried daily by Louis McLane’s stage line 
to Placerville, California; but we have no guaranty of its 
continuance. To this gentleman’s courtesy alune we are 
indebted for our present mail facilities. We would there- 
fore most earnestly request that your honorable bodies 
will establish a daily mail between Placerville, California, 
and Genoa, Carson City, Silver City, and Virginia City, in 
Utah Territory ; and that a semi-weekly mail be established 
between Virginia City, Silver City, Carson City, and Ge- 
noa, to the Esmeralda mining district, and Monoville, in 
the Walker river mines. And your petitioners will ever 
pray, &c. 

Mr. LATHAM. I move that the memorial 
be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


It was so referred. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. CLARK, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Peter Van Bus- 
kirk, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. KING asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 550) to 
authorize the employment of volunteers to aid in 
enforcing the laws and eet public property; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs and Militia. 

Mr. HALE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 551) 
for the relief of Hockaday & Liggit; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred t6 the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FITCH asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 552) 
relative to printing extra numbers of messages, 
-reports, and documents; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Print- 


ing. 

‘Me. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
553) for the better organization of the militia of 
the District of Columbia; which was read twice 
by its title and referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs and Militia. 
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REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 
Mr. RICE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. No. 919) for the relief of F. M. 





Tl 


Beauchamp and Betsy D. Townsend, reported it | 


without amendment. 
LOUIS ROBERTS. 


Mr. RICE submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Court of Claims be requested to return 
to he Senate the papers relating to the claim of Louis Rob- 
erts for indemnity for losses sustained by him by the burn- 


ing of certain supplies, while being transported to the Indian 
country in November, 1855. 


ADMISSION TO THE FLOOR. 


Mr. FOSTER. I offer the following resolu- 
tion; and if there be no objection, I ask for its 
present consideration: . 

Resolved, ‘That, in addition to those now entitled to that 
privilege, Governors and ex-Governors of States be admitted 
to the floor of the Senaie. 

Mr. POLK objected to its consideration, and 
it lies over, under the rule. 


MESSAGE FROM THE IIOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 321) 
for the relief of Robert A. Matthews. 


DISTRICT MILITIA. 


The message fiirther announced that the House 
had passed a bill (No. 958) to amend an act en- 
titled ‘© An act more effectuaily to provide for the 
organization of the militia of the District of Co- 
lumbia,”? approved March 3, 1803; in which the 
concurrence of the Senate was requested. 

On motion of Mr. WILSON, the bill was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and Militia. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speak- 
er had signed the following enrolled bills; which, 
thereupon, received the signature of the Vice 
President: 

A bill (A. R. No. 23) for the admission of Kan- 
sas into the Union; 

A bill CH. R, No. 377) for the relief of David 
C. Whiting; and ; 

A bill (S. No. 321) for the relief of Robert A. 
Matthews. 


WILLIAM G. BERNARD. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
further petitions or reports, the Chair will call 
the attention of the Senate to the unfinished morn- 
ing business of yesterday, being certain resolu- 
tions presented by the Senator from Kentucky, 
{[Mr. CritrenvEN.] On the question of the re- 
ception of the resolutions, the yeas and nays have 
been ordered. 

Mr. DURKEE. L[ask the indulgence of the 
Senate to take up a private bill on the Calendar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
move to postpone the prior orders? 

Mr. DURKEE. Yes, sir; and take up this 
bill, which avill lead to no debate. It is House 
bill No. 670, granting an increase of pension to 
William G. Bernard, late a soldier in the United 
States Army. 

Mr. LANE. If the present order of business 
shall be suspended, will not my motion be in or- 
der, to take up the bill for the relief of Dr. Mc- 
Cormick? Will not that be the first thing? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
not, unless the Senator gets the floor and makes 
the motion. 

Mr. LANE. That bill ought to come up. It 
was reported unanimously-by the Committee on 
Military Affairs. I will not say anything about 
it; but if the regular order of business is sus- 
pended, I shall endeavor to get it up. 

Mr. DURKEE. I do not think this bill will 
lead to debate. It grants only a small sum; and 
the person seeking relief is in distressed circum- 
Stances, If it should lead to debate, or encounter 
Opposition, I shall withdraw it. 

he VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved and 
seconded that the resolutions offered yesterda 
by the Senator from Kentucky be postponed, wit 
& view to take up the bill granting an increase of 
pension to William G. Bernard. 
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| Feone, who have since examined the wounds. 
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| ficer to perform this mill work, the requirements | 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H. R. | 
No. 670) granting an increase of pension to Wil- | 
liam G. Bernard, late a soldier in the United States | 
Army, was considered as in Committee of the | 
Whole. It is intended to require the Secretar 
of the Interior to place the name of William G. 
Bernard, of New York, on the roll of invalid pen- 
sioners, at the rate of twenty-five dollars per 
month, commencing on the 11th of June, 1859, in 
lieu of the pension he now receives. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to know | 
what that is for. Twenty-five dollars a month is 
rather a high pension. 

Mr. DURKEE. There isa very short report. 

Mr. KING. I ask that the report be read. It | 
is the case of a man who has been about here, 
whose arm and a part of his face were sawed off. 

The Secretary read the report of the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, from which it appeared that William 
G. Bernard, on the 16th day of November, 1857, | 
at Boston, enlisted in company B, first regiment | 
of dragoons; that he was, with his company, or- 
dered to Fort Buchanan, New Mexico, and from 
thence to Fort Tejon, California. At the latter 
places there being an occasion for the use of lam- 

er for the garrison, he was ordered by the com- 
manding officer of the post, Lieutenant Colonel | 
Beall, to work in the Government saw-mill; and 
while so employed, as his certificate of discharge 
states, he was accidently thrown upon a circular 
saw while feeding it, by which casualty his right 
arm was so severely mutilated that he entirely 
lost the use of his right hand. He was also se- 
verely wounded in the head and face, part of 
which is sawed off, losing portions of the left 
molar and lower maxillary and right superciliary 
ridge, leaving but the wreck of a man, who is | 
totally disabled from obtaining his subsistence by 
labor. He performed all his duties faithfully. 
These facts are fully proven by the certificate of 
discharge, and by the certificate of the United 
States surgeon. The petitioner has been allowed 
a pension of eight dollars per month by the Com- 
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by law to be allowed by him. He appeared be - 


they are unanimously of 


| 
missioner of Pensions, being the extent permitted | 
| 
| 


even use his hand to write, and that he is wholly | 
disabled from obtaining his subsistence. He en- 
listed to perform military duty as a dragroon in 
the Army, and not as an operator in a saw-mill; 
but having been ordered by his commanding of- 


| 





of strict discipline rendered it necessary that he || 
should obey. When the Government induces a || 
soldier to enlist in its Army, a material part of || 
the contract is that he shall, among other things, || 
receive proper medical treatment, attention, and 
skill, in the event of casualty. In this instance, 
proper surgical skill and aid were not given the 
petitioner; and this is supported by eminent sur- 
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Charles McCormick, assistant surgeon in the 
United States Army. 


Mr. HALE. Is there a report in that case? 
If there is, let it be read. 


The Secretary read the report of the Commit- 
t , ar filitia; which is an 
indorsement of the petiuon of Dr. McCormick, 


and of the letter of the Surgeon General. These 
are as follows: 


To the honorable the House of Representatives of the United 
States of America: : 

The undersigned begs leave respectfully to represent that 
he is, and has been for the last seventeen years, an assist- 
ant surgeon in the Army of the United States; that during 
the greatest part of the period of the war with Mexico he 
was on duty in the city of New Orleans, Louisiana; that, 
in addition to the ordinary duties of an assistant surgeon, 
(which, at such a time and such a place, were very labori 
ous,) he was called on to perform other duties, involving 
far greater pecuniary responsibility, and of a nature that 
rendered it next to impossible to avoid losses ; that these 
extra duties were as follows: 

Special duty as a disbursing agent of the medical depart- 
ment of the Army at New Orleans, Louisiana ; purchasing, 
receiving, and issuing large quantities of medicines, instru- 
ments, hospital stores, &c., for the Army in Mexico, and 
to regiments, detachments, and companies of the regular 
and volunteer troops passing through New Orleans. This 
Was a responsible duty, and involved the disbursement of 
a considerable sum of money. 

Special duty in making disbursements under the clause : 
** For providing for the comfort of discharged soldiers who 
may be landed in New Orleans, or other places within the 
United States, so disabled by disease or wounds received 
in the service as to be unable to proceed to their homes, and 
fer forwarding destitute soldiers to their homes, $500,000 ; 
said sum to be applied and expenged under the direction of 
the Secretary of War.’’—(In the act of Congress making 
appropriations for the support of the Army and volunteers 
for the year ending June 30, 1848, and for other purposes, 
approved March 2, 1847.) 

This was a most perplexing and responsible duty; it 
crowded my office almost constantly with applicants for 
relief. 

Joining this to the other numerous duties f had to per- 


| form, all requiring my own special attention, it caused me 
to be almost constantly surrounded by hurry, bustle, and 





is case, therefore, forms an exception to the | 
general rule. 

The,bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third tire, and passed. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a letter of the acting Commissioner of Pat- 
ents, communicating the annual report of that 
office for the year 1860. 

Mr. FITCH. I move that it be printed; and 
that the question of printing extra numbers be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 

The motion to print was agreed to; and the fol- | 
lowing resolution was referred to the Committee || 
on Printing: || 


Resolved, That there be printed of the annual report of || 
the Commissioner of the Patent Office on mechanics —— 


thousand extra copies for the use of the Senate, and —— | 


thousand for the use of the Patent Office. 
CHARLES M’CORMICK. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolutions | 


pene by the Senator from Kentucky are now || 


efore the Senate. 


Mr. LANE. 1 move that the consideration of || 





the business regularly in order be postponed, for 
the purpose of taking up the bill for the relief of | 
Dr. McCormick. I] 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- || 
sumed, as in Committers of the Whole, the con- | 
sideration of the bill (S. No. 38) for the relief of | 


| proved March 2, 1847. 


confusion, thas rendering it almost a matter of necessity 
that I should sustain losses. 

Under this act, also, I had to purchase and issue in de- 
tail large quantities of clothing to men under all circum- 
stances—sick, dying, and often dead men, to have them 
decently buried. For this duty alone, discharged to men 
of one company only, captains in the Army are allowed 
ten dollars per month. [ issued clothing to men of nearly 
every regiment and company, both volunteer and regular, 
in service, and under circumstances where the clothing 
respousibility was more than a hundredfold greater. 

{ had also pecuniary responsibility and considerable loss 
in making out the final statements of great numbers of in- 
valid soldiers discharged in the city of New Orleans, 

Under &n act of Congress, all paymasters in the Army’ 
were allowed a percentage for payments made to volun- 
teers. (See act ot Congress approved August 12, 1848.) In- 
asmuch, therefore, as Congress, in allowing ten dollars per 
month to captains of companies for clothing responsibility, 
and a percentage to all paymasters for payments to volun 
teers, has thought it just and proper to make such allow 
ances to officers of the Army for responsible and extra du 


| ties, to cover unavoidable losses; and as | have sustained 


losses and performed for two or three years arduous extra 
duties, as above enumerated, I therefore respettfully pray 
Congress may allow me a two anda half percentage on the 
amount of public money disbursed by me under the act ap- 
CHARLES MeCORMICK., 


SurGEON GeneRa’s Orrice, January 31, 1851. 
Sir: Your communication of the 28th instant, inelos- 
ing to me a memorial from Assistant Surgeon Charles Me- 
Cormick, of the United States Army, and asking my opin- 
ion upon the merits of the petition, I have had the honor to 


| receive. - 





The memorial sets forth that, in addition to a full meas- 
ure of duty in his own proper department, Dr. McCormick 
was called on to disburse the money appropriated by the 
act of Congress, approved the 2d of March, 1847, ‘* provid- 
ing for the comfort of discharged soldiers who may be 
landed at New Orleans, or other places in the United 
States,”? &c., &c.; and he asks that,in consideration of the 
extra labor performed, and the heavy responsibilities as- 
sumed, an allowance of per centum be made to lim, 
in the final settlement of his accounts at the Treasury, out 
of the balance of the appropriation remaining on hand. 

Upon the subject-matter of this memorial, I beg leave to 
submit the following remarks : 

Assistant Surgeon McCormick was, ir 1846, stationed in 
the city of New Orleans to act as medical purveyor, the 
duties of which office were not only to receive and keep in 
depot a large amount of medical stores from New York for 
reissue, but also to purchase medical supplies at New Or- 
leans, and forward them upon special requisitions to the 
different Army corps employed on the theater of war. 

In addition to these duties as medical purveyor, he had 
necessarily to give his professional services to the officers, 
soldiers, and Government employés, stationary and tran 
sient, in New Orleans; the whole giving as full employment 
as could justly be required from one individual. While thus 
engaged in the discharge of his legitimate fanctions Dr. 
McCormick was called upon by General George M. Brooke, 
the military commander at New Orleans, to give his atten- 
tions to the numerous invalided discharged soldiers arriving 
in New Orleans from Mexico and othr places, and to dis- 
burse the money appropriated for their benefit. 

The business of ecllecting together and providing for the 
discharged soldiers coming in from various divisions of th< 
Anny was altogether extrancous or tureign to his legitimate 
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duties, a service over and above what could have been | 
legally exacted or reasonably required of him, without the | 
prospect of remuneration for extraordinary responsibility | 
and actual loss sustained in the disbursement of the money | 
intrusted to his care and management. 

By an extraordinary effort of inind and of body, involving 
much labor by day and by night, however, Dr. McCormick | 
accomplished all that was required of him; and, as far as 
J can learn, to the satisfaction of all concerned. 

Having witnessed, during a portion of the time, bis active 
and untiring devotion to the relief of all who came within 
the provisions of the act of Congress above cited, | can speak 
understandingty of the nature and extent of the duties which 
were thrown upon Dr. MeCormick; and Iam free to say 
that, if remuneration for extra labor performed, heavy 
responsibility assumed, or actual loss sustained, can in any | 
instance be accorded to a public agent, the prayer of the | 
memorialist is entitled to the most favorable consideration. 

With sentiments of very high respect, | am your obedi- | 
ent servant, THOMAS LAWSON, 

Surgeon General. 
Hon. James Sutetps, United States Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, I believe 
that report was read the other day. I listened to | 
it then, and did not get a very favorable impres- 
sion with regard to the claim itself. I have now | 
listened to it again with attention, and my previous 
impressions, those which I derived from the first 
reading, are confirmed. I see no reasonable ground 
upon which ‘the allowance here proposed, or any 
allowance, should be made to Dr. McCormick, 
from the reading of the report. I wish to call the 
attention of the Senators, and of everybody en- 
gaged in the disbursement of public moneys by 
legislative action, (if that may be called disburse- 
ment,) to the fact thatthere is hardly an officer in 
our employment, in any grade, of any condition, 
connected with any department, who, if accident- 
ally called upon to render a service not exactly in 
the strict line of the place in which he is located, 
does not come here and ask for an allowance in 
consideration of that extra service. Why, sir, it 
has got to be the fact, with regard to the public 
service generally here among us, that no man 
thinks he is under the slightest obligation to do 
any thing that is not precisely marked out for him 
by the rulesand regulations, wherever he may be, 
in any particular branch of the service, without 
being entitled to come here for extra pay. The 
thing is not creditable. We have such‘applica- 
tions from clerks in the Departments almostevery 
day; we have them from other quarters, officers 
of the Army, officers of the Navy, officers in every 
branch of the public service everywhere. 

« Now, sir, what did this man do? 1 hold that 
he did not do any thing out of his proper line. 
He was an assistant surgeon in the Army, sta- 
tioned at New Orleans. ‘The particular duty of 
a surgeon in the Army, ora surgeon in the Navy, 
is defined by no law; and [ am not aware that it 
is defined by any particular regulation. What 
was he called upon todo? He was called upon 
to purchase stores peculiarly appropriate to his 
own department—medieines, medical stores, and 
things of that kind—for the Government. While 
he was engaged in that business, he was not en- 
gaged in attending the sick; and certainly it was 
no more disagreeable business. It was a service 
that he well might render. They were to be pur- 
chased by somebody. Their vaiue, their quality, 
was to be tested. , Why should it not be left toa 
surgeon to make these purchases for the Govern- 
ment? and why should he charge us for the time 
that was taken from other duties, which he might 
have been called upon to perform, to devote to 
that?) The Government was entitled to his advice 
and his aid in reference to these matters. ‘To be 
sure, he might have been engaged in attending 





attending to the sick; and, I take it, it was no loss 
to him. 

What was the other duty? Certain invalid sol- 
diers, sick soldiers, were landed there; and it 
seems an appropriation was made for their ben- 
efit; and an assistant surgeon being present, he 
was called upon to attend to them, and see that 
they were furnished with necessary clothingand 
attendance, and made comfortable. That would 
seem to be in the line of his duty particularly and | 
peculiarly. But for these services he calls for ex- 
tra compensation, as services out of the line of his 
particular business that he was engaged in, in ad- 
dition to his salary. Does he give the Govern- 
ment any credit for the time that he was not en- 
gaged in business peculiar to his profession? Not 
atall. There are many seayons of the year when 


ene 


} 
the sick; but while engaged in this, he was not 


| of $2,500, or any other sum whatever. 





do not think of suggesting to the Government that 


‘a deduction be made from their pay on account 


of the light dutics which they perform at a par- 
ticular time; but if, at a time of pressure, their 
advice and aid iscailed for in matters not exactly 
in their line, but connected with it, then there is 
an application for additional pay. Itcomes from 
your clerks when employed a little out of office 
hours; and so on. Sir, it is discreditable to every 
branch of the service. 

This man taiks aboutlosses. He does not say 
that he has sustained any losses. He exhibits 
no evidence that he lost anything. The committee 
do not say that he Jost anything. Nobody says 
that he lost anythingin any way, although he talks 
about the losses that he might have experienced. 
If he lest anything which was not occasioned by 
his own carelessness, or lost anything in conse- 
quence of beingemployed in this business, I would 
pay it; but because some portion of his time was 
taken up for the benefit of the Government in a 
service which he might well render in this line, I 
see no reason why we should give him the sum 
I should 


_ like to hear better grounds for it than have been 
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these gentlemen have nothing to do of any con- \ 


sequence; when they are at perfect leisure. They 


given in the report or memorial, before it can com- 
mand my vote, at any rate. 

Mr. LANE. Mr. President, I will briefly state 
this case, and nothing more. Dr. McCormick, 
then an assistant surgeon in the Army, was or- 
dered to duty at New Orleans, at the commence- 
ment of the war with Mexico, and was continued 
on duty there for two yearsand a half. The duty 
of an assistant surgeon in the Army is to attend 
to the sick and wounded; and these are all the 


duties pertaining to the office of assistant surgeon; | 


but this man was required to perform other duties, 
and duties that did not belong to an assistant sur- 
geon. He was made the medical purveyor. It 
was made his duty to take care of all the sick and 
wounded on their return from Mexico, as well as 
those going to Mexico; and he was busy every 
day, almost every hour, during that whole time. 
Well, sir, that was not all He was also madea 
paymaster, and he disbursed and paid out over 


| $180,000. He discharged the duty of paymaster 
| 1n paying the soldiers. He was directed to doit, 


as an examination of the papers will show. He 
paid money for medicines, paid for attendance, 
and disbursed an amount of money that, if it had 
been disbursed by a regular paymaster, would 
have given an allowance of $2,500; and for that 
reason the original bill, that proposed to pay over 
$7,000, was reduced, on the motion of the Senator 
from New York, a member of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, [Mr. Kine,} to that sum of 
money; for the law allows, in addition to the reg- 
ular salary of a paymaster, $1,000 a year when 
employed in paying volunteers. lt wasso through 
the war with Mexico. Now, sir, we propose to 
pay this man, not what, in my judgment, he ought 
to have; nor what the committee heretofore be- 


| lieved that he ought to have; for this body twice 
passed a bill allowing him over $7,000, giving 


him the regular percentage on the amount dis- 
bursed; but it has been reduced to precisely the 
amount thata paymaster would have received in 
addition to his salary, if he had disbursed the 
money. 
With this statement of facts, and with the unani- 
mous report of the committee after careful inves- 
tigation, | hope the Senate will not reject this 
claim; for I look upon it as just; and if I did not 
I should not have given my consent to this report. 
{ examined it, and so did the whole committee. 
They believe it just; and my judgment is that it 
ought to pass. i do not intend to consume time. 
Mr. FOSTER. I am satisfied, Mr. President, 
from what I have heard, that this bill ought not 
to pass. If these services were rendered by this 
man in the regular performance of his sory, E 
understand that the compensation provided by 
law is his proper compensation, and that he has 
no further demand upon the Government. It is 
claimed that these were extra services, and be- 
ond those which belonged to his proper duty. 
nder the circumstances, and considering the re- 
lation, or rather the office, which this man held, 
I should be opposed to paying him even if these 
services were eXtra services, quite as much as 
though they were his own proper services, and 
falling within the line of his appropriate duty; 
and forthis reason: here is a surgeon, or assistant 
surgeon, of the Army, in time of war, voluntarily— 
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for we must assume that this service was y 
tary, if it was outside of the line of his dut 

suming and discharging duties which do notbelon 

to him as a surgeon or assistant surgeon OF 
course, he can perform these services only bs the 
neglect of his appropriate duties; and a Sunline 
of the Army or Soaks in time of war, has no bus- 
iness to neglect his appropriate duty, which the 
Senator from Oregon very properly observed js 
devotion to the wounded and the sick; and a sur- 
geon who steps aside from that duty to perform 
any other service ngt belonging to his profession 

ought not to be paid, butought to be reprimanded. 
I speak, sir, for the sick and the wounded; and | 
am astonished that the Senator from Oregon, him- 
self a soldier, knowing much more about this 
than I do, should be willing to pay a surgeon for 
departing from the line of his proper duty, and 
doing other duty, no matter how well he per- 
formed it. He had a higher duty, and that was 
to attend to the sick and the wounded; and if he 
neglected that, I repeat, 1 would not pay him one 
penny for it—not one penny. I would frown 
indignantly on a surgeon in time of war doing 
any other than his appropriate duty; and I shoul 

feel that | was not speaking for those who can- 
not speak for themselves—the sick and wounded 
soldicrs—if I did not take this ground onall such 
applications. I hope that the bill will not pass, 

Ir. GWIN rose. 

Mr. LANE. Only a word, and I will yield the 
floor to the Senator from California, for I want to 
hear his opinion in relation to this matter. I will 
say to the Senator from Connecticut that neither 
he nor the Senator from Maine expressed any 
surprise, or astonishment, or remorse, or regret, 
at the last session of this Congress, in voting to 
increase a man’s pay that had been fixed by law, 
to the amount of seven thousand dollars and over, 
though he had only rendered eighteen months’ 


olun- 
—<as- 


_ service, and had received $2,500 a year for nearly 


four years. They found no objection in the world 
to voting to increase it to $4,500a year. — 

Mr. FOSTER. I would ask the Senator from 
Oregon whether that was the case of a surgeon 
who had departed from his duty? 

Mr. LANE. No, sir. It was the case of a 
superintendent of Indian affairs. That gentle- 
man was appointed under a law that fixed his sal- 
ary at $2,500. He rendered eighteen months’ ser- 
vice only, and that was established here in the 
Senate; and notwithstanding that, the Senator 
voted to increase his pay forfour years, or nearly 
that. There was no difficulty in getting that 
through on the yeas and nays; and every gentle- 
man on the other side voted for it. Now, when 
a man has rendered service, and was every day 


_on duty for two years and a half, and performed 


such service that entitles him to pay—to the com- 

ensation provided for in this bill, at least—the 
Deneter finds objection to it. I leave it to the Sene 
ator and to hisconscience,and to others, toact as 
they please in this matter, and reconcile theiraction 
in that case with their action in this. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator from Connecticut 
has said that Dr. McCormick neglected his duty. 
It is the first time I ever heard the charge made. 
He is an eminent surgeon 

Mr. FOSTER. ‘The Senator will excuse me. 
I did not by any means intend to charge Dr. 
McCormick with neglect of his duty. He isa 
perfect stranger to me, and, for aught | know, a 
very valuable and meritorious officer. 1 spoke 
merely of the nesessary result of encouraging sur- 
geons to disregard their duty and attend to other 
service, which they could only do by neglecting 
their duty. : 

Mr. GWIN. He was ordered by his superiors 
to perform this additional service, not to neglect 
his duties as assistant surgeon. No man can 
charge that upon him, because there never was & 
more faithful public servantthan Dr. McCormick. 
I was residing in New Orleans at the time, and I 
know that he performed the services that have 
been stated. He also performed his own regular 
services, as an assistant surgeon, to the satisfic- 
tion of everybody. Nobody was neglected. No 
duties of his office, as assistant surgeon, were neg- 
lected during the time he performed these other 
services, by order of his superiors, involving him 
in heavy responsibilities. Any loss which he 
might have sustained; any robbery committed on 
him; any mistake, would have involved him in 
very large pecuniary liabilities. He was required 
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by his superiors to do these duties, and he did 
them well. [think there never was a more meri- || the chair.) 


torious claim brought before the Senate than this. | 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I am opposed to | 
this bill, and f{ have heard the remarks of the Sen- | 
ator from Maine witha great deal of satisfac- 

on 
"The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must | 
interrupt the Senator from New Hampshire. The 
hour of one o’clock having arrived, it is the duty | 
of the Chair to call up the special order. There | 
is upon the Calendar a long list of special orders, 
some of them made at the last session, and in 
which the Senate seems to take no interest. 

Mr. HALE. I move that we begin with the 
Calendar, because I have been a member of the | 
Senate for twelve years, and the Senate never took 
up the Calendar a day since I have been in the 
body; and as they say the Union is going to be 
dissolved, I want to have it to say that one day, 
while I was in the Senate, it went on with the 
Calendar in order. 

Mr.GWIN. I have been here twelve years 
very ner and I never saw the Calendar taken 
up regularly once; and, as my time here is short, 
i do not want it taken up now. I think there is 
something more important before us now; and I 
move to suspend all prior orders to take up House 
bill No. 701. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion of the Senator from California. 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (H.R. No. 701) to secure con- 
tracts and make provision for the safe, certain, 
and more speedy transportation, by railroad, of 
mails, troops, munitions of war, military, and 
naval stores, between the Atlantic States and those 
of the Pacific, and for other purposes. 

Mr. FOSTER. I have a slight amendment to | 
this bill, which I think has been made necessary 
by the previous amendments. 
sixty-third line of the fourth section, to strike ou 
the words ‘* passage of this act,’’ and insert in 
lieu thereof, *‘ approval by the Congress of the 
United States of the said acts of incorporation.”’ 
I think that it is necessary in order to make the 
bill consistent with itself, 

Mr. GWIN. I think that is already in the 
bill. 

Mr. FOSTER. Not at this point, at all events. 
I think the Senator is right in reference to its being 
in the bill elsewhere, but it ought to be in here in 
order to make the bill consistent with itself. 

Mr. GWIN. It is right to put in the amend- 
ment, if it is left out there. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I observe that in the 
printed bill, as amended, an amendment which I 
offered when the measure was last under consid- 
eration by the Senate, is not included; and, on 
conversation with the Clerk, I ascertain that his 
impression is, that the question was not put to the 
Senate upon that amendment. I therefore desire 
to call it up, that the vote may be put to the Sen- 
ate, so that there may be no mistake about it. | 

Mr. LATHAM. The vote was put, and the 
amendment was declared by the Presiding Officer 
to be carried. I recollect it distinctly. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. That is my recollection; 
but on looking to the Journal of the Senate it does | 
not appear so, and the Clerk was of a different | 
impression. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read the amendment. 

The Secretary read Mr. DoouittLe’s amend- 
ment, which is in section four, line fifty-one, after | 
the word ‘* dollars,’’ to insert: 


Provided, That thirty per cent. of the whole amount of | 
bonds of the United States to be advanced as aforesaid, 














shall be retained by the Secretary of the Treasury until said | 
road shall be fully completed throughout the whole line; | 
and in case the road shall not be completed, the bonds in | 


the hands of the Sec fthe T hall be forfeited 
to the United ee ne the reasury s al orfeite 


Mr.GWIN. Is that under consideration now? 
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I move, in me | 
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| through with the work, and throw it back on our 





| that t 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY. 30, 1861. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Poster in 


Wisconsin. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE, My recollection is that | 


this amendment was put to a vote of the Senate 
when the bill was last under consideration, and 
that it was adopted; but the Journal does not 


state the fact, and it is not printed in the bill as 
amended. 


Mr. GWIN. 
it is now under consideration, as the Journal does 
not show that it has been adopted. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Yes, sir. 

Mr.GWIN. Ihave been exceedingly anxious 


|| not to say a word that would postpone immediate 


action on this bill; but I am very much opposed 
to this amendment. I think it will jeopardize 
the whole enterprise. The bill now is securely 
guarded to prevent exactly what the Senator 
from Wisconsin wishes to guard against by this 
amendment, so that the road shall be completed 
throughout. The great compensation is in the 
center. The great profits of this great enterprise 
will be in building the road entirely through; and 


And therefore, as I understand, | 


the withdrawal of a large amount of the credit of | 


the Government of the United States, in my judg- 
ment, will jeopardize the whole enterprise. If 
the Senator will look with attention through the 


guarded so as to force the corporators to build the 


whole road. The great compensation is in the | 


center; and they are to forfeit all the moneys they 
have eo in it if they do not complete it. I know 
1e Senator is a friend of this great measure; 
but I believe he will jeopardize it by pressing his 
amendment. I am, however, so anxious to get 
the bill out of committee and into the Senate, that 
I shall say nothing more on the subject, than that 
I hope the amendment will not be adopted. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE I shall not detain the Sen- 


| ate. I regard this amendment as vssential; and 
without some further security ig the bill, I doubt |; 


exceedingly whether I could bring my mind to 
vote for it at all. Looking through the bill, I see 


| there may be a chance for speculators to go on 


with the road toa certain distance, and when they 
come to some mountain that will Mwolve a large 
expenditure, or when they come to crossa desert 


very large profits in the speculation, without going 


hands. I therefore desire to retain in the Treas- 
ury enough to secure the building of the road, and 


the building of it through; hence I desire that this | 


amendment shall be adopted. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I hope that amendment 
will be agreed to. I am very anxious to vote for 


| any measure which will secure the building of a 
I will state that I intend to offer | 


Pacific railroad. 
another amendment, after this one shall have been 
adopted, which will, perhaps, obviate to some 
extent the objection which the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia makes. I shall offer an amendment atthe 
proper time, increasing the quantity of land to be 
given to the road from one to six sections per 
mile. I think that will, perhaps, be more than 


compensation for this thirty per cent. which will | 
|, be reserved to insure the final completion of the 


road. I think it a very proper amendment. Any 
company that will take hold of this great enter- 
prise, with the intention of completing it, would 


| certainly not my te to a sufficient guarantee re- 


maining in the hands of the Government-for its 


| completion; and I think thirty per cent. a reason- 
able amount for that guarantee. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


is on the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Wisconsin. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


——— 








|| The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


_ Mr. CHANDLER. I now move to strike out, | 
in line sixty-nine of the first section, the words 


‘one mile,’ and insert *‘ six miles;’’ so that it 
will read; 


Every alternate section of land within six miles of such 
railroad line, &c. 


Likewise, in line eighty-six, | move to strike 


| 
Ht 


| 


It is called up by the Senator from | 


|| proposed to = originally. 
whole bill, he will find that it is particularly | t 


| fected. 
| country, where it will involve a large expendi- |) 
| ture, they may abandon the contract and pocket 


| Mr. CHANDLER. 


|| the amendment ought to be adopted. 
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out the word * six,’’ and to insert * twenty ;"” so 
that it will read: " 


The deficiency shall be made up by selections made with- 
in twenty miles from said road from lands of the United 
States, &c. 

And in line ninet -two, I move to strike out 
the word * six,’’ and to insert * twenty ;"’ so that 
it will read: 

| ‘To cause the public lands for twenty miles on each side 


of so much of such road as the parties may indicate to be 
withheld, &e. 


Mr. BRAGG. I would like to hear the Sena- 
| tor explain the effect of this amendment. It seems 
to me it increases the quantity of public land that 
is to be given to this company, vastly. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The effect of the amend- 
ment will be to allow six sections per mile instead 
of one. The amendment which has just been 
adopted by the Senate reserves thirty per cent. of 
| the conde which are to be issued to the road,as a 
guarantee for its final completion; this amend- 
ment proposes to increase the quantity of land 
throughout the Territories to the extent of five 
sections per mile. That is the whole of it. 
| Mr. BRAGG. Then, if] understand it, itmakes 
| the quantity of land to be given to the corpora- 
| tors about five or six times as great as the bill 


Mr. CHANDLER. es, sir; but we reserve 
thirty per cent. for its final completion through 
the more difficult portions of the route. 

Mr. BRAGG. I can only say that | cannot 
vote for that amendment. I donotthink it ought 
to pass. . 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 gm not altogether sat- 
isfied with the amendment Offered by the Senator 
from Michigan, so far as the lands are concerned, 
within the limits of the States, certainly. I do 
/not know but I would consent to give six sec- 

tions per mile through the Territories; but to give 
six sections per mile, commencing on the Mis- 
souri river, and going through the good lands for 
two, three, or four hundred miles from there, with 
the money proposed to be given, I think is more 
than ought to be given. 

Mr. GWIN. i am willing to strike out the 
State of California. That is the only State af- 
It will not give a foot of land there any- 
how; for it is all mineral region. 

I am willing to accept an 

amendment that the sixth section shall be confined 

| to the Territories. 

| Mr. DOOLITTLE. Say one section per mile 
in the States, and six sections per mile in the Ter- 

ritories. As Kansas is now admitted, this amend- 

| ment would exclude Kansas and California. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment as modified by the mover. 

Mr. BRAGG.” Let us sce how it would read 
as modified. 


The amend- 
| ment will be read. 


| Mr. DOUGLAS. 
| this proposition. 
| Mr. DOOLITTLE I will state to the Senator 
| from Illinois that the bill, as it now stands, pro- 
| poses to give one section per mile throughout, 
| besides bonds. The Senator from Michigan pro- 
| poses to amend it so as to give six sections per 
_ mile through the Territories, and one section per 
| mile through the States. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam content with that. 
| Mr.GREEN. As the bill now stands, I think 
I think the 
construction put on the bill is a mistake. My 
reading of it makes it a half section per mile. it 
says, ** the odd section within a mile;”’ and you 
/cannot make that amount to more than a half 
section. 
Mr.GWIN. Well, it will be six sections now 
| Mr.GREEN. Iam in favor of that; but I say 
the bill, as it stands, without the amendment, is 
_notright. Iam for the amendment. ! 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading 
| of the amendment as modified was called for, and 
| it will be read. , 
| The Secretary read it: In line sixty-nine, to 
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strike out the words “one mile,’’ and to insert 
“*s1x miles;’’ andafter the word *line,’’ to insert 


the words ** within the Territories of the United ~ 


States;’’ and in line eighty-six, to strike out the 
word ** six,’’ and to insert  twenty;” and after 
the words ‘* United States,’’ in the same line, to 
insert the words ** within the Territories thereof;’’ 
and in line ninety-two, to strike out the word 
‘*six,’’and toinsert ** twenty;”’ and in line ninety- 
three, after the word ** road,’ to insert the words 
‘€ags lies within the Territories of the United 
so that the section will read: 

Every alternate section of land within six miles of such 
railroad line within the ‘Territories of the United States, 
as such persons may adopt, said sections to be those desig- 
nated by odd numbers: Provided, That in any incorpora- 
tion of themselves, or with others as stockholders or part- 
pere, to carry out the provisions of this act, no person shall 
be permitted to subseribe stock to a greater amount than 
the cash value of his estate, to be determined by the par- 
ties herein named, and their associates, by oath or other- 
wise. And when the United States have disposed of any 
such sections, or for any other reason cannot convey title 
thereto, or when the same shall be condemned by the United 
States surveyor as worthless, (and his decision be ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Loterior,) or when the same 
shall be mineral lands, or if the same shall be occupied at 
the date of the application to the President to withhold 
them from settlement and sale, as hereinafter provided, the 
deficiency shall be made up by selections made within 
twenty miles from said road from lands of the United States 
within the Territories thereof to which none of the atore- 
said objections apply: Provided, That so soonas the terms | 
of this act are accepted by the parties undertaking to per- 
form the services herein provided for, it shall be the duty 
of the President of the United States, upon the application 
of said parties, to cause the public lands, for twenty miles 
on each side of so much of such road as lies within the 
Territories of the United States as the parties may indi- 
cate, to be withheld from setticment, sale, and occupation, 
until the lands shall have been surveyed and the alternate 


CLintag-?? 
> Hes; 


sections selected, as provided in this act. \| ( 
| route $10,000,000, and the amount to the southern |) 


‘The amendment was agreed to, 
Mr. CLARK. ILIhave an amendment which I 
propose as an additional section to the bill: 


And be it further enacted, That the grant of lands and 
bonds herein made shall be, and is, upon the express con- 


dition that Congress shall have the power, atany time here- Y 


after, to amend the provisgpns of this act, for the purpose of 
restraining abuses and protecting the public interests: Pro- 
vided, however, ‘That Congress shall not be empowered to 
pass any laws diminishing the specified amount of contri- 
bution in lands and bonds of the United States; but the 
conditions herein imposed, and the provisions that may 
hereatter be made, shall be complied with. 

I understand that there is no objection to this 
amendment on the part of the friends of the bill; 
and I hope it will be made. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WILKINSON. I move to amend section 
four of this bill, by striking out, in line forty-nine, 
the word **sixty,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof 
‘* fifiy;”’ so as to make it read: 

Provided, That the sum so advanced as aforesaid shall | 
not exceed 350,000,000, 
This is for the central route; and if this amend- 
ment shall be adopted, I propose to follow it up 
by moving to strike out $36,000,000, in the section | 
in relation to the southern route, and substituting 
$25,000,000. The object which I have is to so alter 
this bill that we may provide for a road on the 
northern route, and make ponnnen for the pay- 
ment of $25,000,000 for that, which is the same | 
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have a railroad connection to Puget sound now 
provided for by the present bill as it has been 
amended. I hope, therefore, the bill will not be 
encumbered by putting on a third route to the 
Pacific ocean. 
our friends in the northern section of our posses- 
sions on the Pacific coast all the facilities and all 
the military advantages ofthis measure. Indeed, 
they have them as the bill now stands. In Wash- 
ington Territory there are only sixty thousand in- 
habitants; and the branch from the Sacramento 
valley to Portland and to Puget sound will give 
all the protection that is wanted there. I hope 


| this amendment will not be adopted. 


/ ment, the effect and object of which are, as the | 


Mr. LATHAM. 
on this amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 wish to say, rather by way 


I call for the yeas and nays 


of repetition than otherwise, that I shall vote | 
/ against this amendment. 


1 have already ex- 
pressed the reasons why I am opposed to any 
amendment to this bill; and having kept my faith, 
and voted against every amendment which has 
been offered in the Senate, I shall vote against this. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I shall vote for this amend- 


Senator from New York will see, by reducing 
the amountappropriated for the central and south- 
ern routes, to create a fund for a northern route. 
Like the Senator from California, lam in favor 
of one railroad to the Pacific; I think there should 


, be one great central route; but if you are to have 


|, a central and a southern road, I think the upper 


portion of the northwestern States are entitled to 
a northern route; andas this amendment is to 
reduce the amount appropriated to the central 


| route $11,000,000, andappropriate these two sums, 


| with an additional sum of $4,000,000, to a north- | 


ern route, increasing the whole amount appro- 
priated by the bill only $4,900,000, I shall vote for 


_ the amendment, though holding myself at liberty 
| afterwards to vote to strike out the provision for 


the southern route and confine the bill to one rail- 
road to the Pacific ocean. If an opportunity can 


be given to parene that course, | should prefer it; || 


otherwise, I shall vote for this amendment. 

Mr. BAKER. I deem it proper, sir, to remind 
the Senate of the effect of this amendment, com- 
bined with other’ already offered. Upon the mo- 


_ tion ofsome gentleman—lI believe the Senator from 


Ovegon, [Mr. Lane ]—therc hasalready beenadded 
to the line of road provided for in this bill a road 
from the vallgy of the Sacramento through the 
valleys of Rogue river, Umpqua, and Willamette, 


| a railroad not far from six hundred miles long— 


amount that I propose to give to the southern || 


route. By adopting the amendment which I now | 
offer, and those with which I propose to follow 


it, the bill will provide an advance in bonds of || 


$50,000,000 for the central route, $25,000,000 for 
the southern route, and $25,000,000 for the north- 
ern route. I believe the adoption of this amend- 
ment is necessary and essential to make a fair 
and honest bill. it will only increase the whole 
amount $4,000,000; raising it up from $96,000,000 
to $100,000,000. IL offer this amendment prepara- | 
tory to the others which I have indicated. 

Mr. GWIN. Lhope this amendment will not | 
be adopted, It isthe commencement of a third | 
line to the Pacific. My own judgmént always has 
been, that the whole power of this Government 
should be devoted to the construction of one line; 
but I have given up my preferences for that plan, 
and yielded to the bill that has been sent to us 
from the House of Representatives providing for | 
two lines. There has already been adopted an 
amendment that will give arailroad connection to 
the Pacific coast at Puget sound, on the motion 
of the Senator from Oregon, [Mr. Lane.] The 
bill as it now stands will give all the military pro- 
tection that is desired by any portion of the Uni- 
ted States; and all that the bill, if amended as the 
Senator from Minnesota proposes, can give. We 


a new burden upon the bill as it came from the 
House of Representatives. It is proposed now, 
adding only in amount $4,000,000, to direct the 
construction of another road, the length of which 
would be measured by thousands of miles—the 
Senator from Minnesota will correct me if I am 
wrong—on what is called the northern route. 

I believe that every real friend of the measure, 
who has long and patiently entertained the hope 
that a bill mght pass and a road be built, is op- 
posed to either of these amendments; not because 
we do not desire them; not because, if | may be 
allowed to repeat it, 1, representing the most 
northerly State in the Union, would not emphat- 


_ ically desire it if it were practicable; but because 


we see, and feel, and think we know, that toadd. 


twenty-five hundred or three thousand miles of 
road, with an increase of $4,000,000 only, will be 


/so to cause the road to stagger that it will fall. 


We cannot do it. I will vote with all the cheer- 
fulness in the world, as the distinguished Senator 
from New York said he would, for a northern 
road; I will vote more than cheerfully, I will vote 
gladly, for any road from California through Or- 
egon. It would be my duty and my pride; but 
I cannot be emia about té say bribed— 
by a road going through my State or near it. I 
do not feel myself at liberty to forego the only 
opportunity I am had, or ever may have, to lend 
my aid to the practical completion of the greatest 
work of the age; and I desire, if my poor word 
will pass for anything, to say to every gentleman 
who really does desire the building of a road, that 
you are causing it to stagger under amendments 
until it will fall. 

Sixty million dollars is a good deal of money; 
but the road is very long; and when, in addition 
to the length as at present prescribed, and in ad- 
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I have no objection to giving to |! 





|| arate measure. 


e three, bya branel 
from the valley of the Sacramento to Portland; 


| and in addition to three you make four, bya great 
northern route, which, as the Senator from Cali 
fornia has well said, is not, in his judement — 
is itin mine, necessary for public military defense; 
and when, to do all that, you only add $4,000,000 
as compensation to the corporators who are to 
make these roads, it strikes me that these are 
measures which the enemies of the bil] may de- 
sire, but which the friends of the bill can jn no 
wise approve. While I do not complain of the 
Senator from Minnesota—it is his duty and his 
interest and his pride to do it—I do add the Jas, 
words which I propose to say upon this Measure 
to the friends of the bill, asking them if they be- 
lieve it possible that they can provide successfully 
for any road at all, if they add what is not far 
from twenty-five hundred miles of road, and they 
increase the money advance of the Government 
by the poor, pitiful sum of $4,000,000? | hope, 
therefore, that those of us who do really love the 
road will, in its last agony, vote against any 
amendments. : 
Mr. GWIN. 1 will only add one word; for [ 
am anxious to have action on this bill. What 
the Senator from Oregon has said, is literally true. 
It is not in order to speak of what will occur else- 
where; but it is very doubtful whether we cay 
get enacted into a law, by the sanction of all the 
departments of the Government, such a bill even 
as came to us from the other House, covering the 
amount which it proposed toadvance. Now, we 
shall crush down and destroy this measure en- 
tirely, in my honest judgment, if we add another 
road—destroy it either between the two Houses, 
or elsewhere. There are many friends of the 
| central road who believe it cannot be built with 
the aid which this bill proposes that the Govern- 
ment shall give. If you weaken it at all; if you 
weaken the confidence of capitalists, who have to 
put their money in it, aside from the credit of the 
Government that is given, and the land that is 
granted, the whole measure may be destroyed, 
/and the road may never start. As I have fre- 
quently stated before, 1 will vote for what the 
Senator from Minnesota brings forward, as asep- 
Let it stand on its own merits. 
If the bill had come to us from the House of Rep- 
resentatives with this other road in it, | should 
| have sustained it. Now, I hope every friend of the 
®Pacific railroad bill will vote against this amend- 
ment. Perhaps I ought not to say that; it may 
be a reflection on those who are its friends. I 
know that there are local interests which gentle- 
men must respect; but | wish to remind them of 
the fact that they may destroy the whole measure 
by standing by amendments to this bill, that are 
urged on account of the effect they will have on 
their localities. I want it to be understood by the 
Senate, that this particular amendment, striking 
out $10,000,000 from the central road, does not 
diminish the whole amount to be appropriated, 
but will tend to increase it. This amount is to be 
stricken from the central route, and a like sum is 
to be stricken from the southern route; and both 
amounts, with an additional sum, are to be given 
for a northern route. The result of this amend- 
| ment, therefore, will be to increase the amount of 
bonds to be issued, and to add to the lands granted 
to the extent of millions of acres; for, of course, 
| this northern route will have its six sections to 
| the mile also. ; 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I desire to say a single 
word in relation this amendment. I believe that 
there are three railroads already in process of be- 
ing built from the eastern to the western slopes of 
the Rocky Mountains. There is a road in pro- 
cess of construction on the central line. There 1s 
one across Texas which is to reach El Paso, and 
some day will reach to the waters of the Gulf of 
California, either at Fort Yuma or perhaps at 
some lower point down upon the Gulf; but it Is 
very doubtful, in my judgment, whether it will 
ever go from Fort Yuma across the Colorado des- 
| 
| 








ert, and from there up to San Francisco. There 
is a road in process of construc tion upon the cen- 
tral line, as I have said, and it is bound to go 
through. . The people of Pike’s Peak, and those 
who have settled and are settling in that neigh- 
| borhood, are bound to have a railroad commun!- 
cation; the people of the Washoe mines are bound 
to have arailroad communication with California. 
So, too, with or without legislation, there isa rail- 
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road route reaching towards Puget Sound, near 
the northern part of the United States of Amer- 
iea, and that road is bound to be built. Ww hat we 
ask at the hands of the Government issimply fair 
nlay. If the Government of the United States 
chooses to favor these routes by grants of public 
lands, or grants of the proceeds of the publiclands, 
we are Willing to take such agrant, and build this 
northern road. Butif money grants are to be viven 
by the Government of the United States upon the 
central line and upon the southern line, it 1s but 
just that the Government should be pledged to 
favor also the northern road in the same way, 
whenever that shall be in process of construction. 
We do not ask the money now; we do not ask it 





next year; but when the railroad is in process of 


construction; and as fast as it shall be built—and 
we do not propose to build the railroad on the 
northern route faster than the country shall be 
settled up—we shall ask for a grantof land or the 
proceeds of land, and then, with some money grant 
by the Government of the United States, we shall 
reach the Pacific coast almost as soon as it will be 
reached upon any other route. 

Mr. President, I say this not to object to the 
building of the central road, nor to object to the 
building of the southern road where it is practi- 
cable to be built. I desire to look upon this whole 
railroad scheme as a practicable thing; and I say 
there are three grand lines going across this con- 
tinent, and they are being settled up, and the one 
which is settled up first will have a railroad first; 
and [| suppose it will be the central line. ‘To the 
central line the most money is proposed to be 
given by this bill—the sam of $60,000,000 to aid 
in its construction, in addition to the additional 
grant of lands which has been given by the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Michigan. I under- 
stand that an amendment which will be offered by 
the Senator from Minnesota proposes to give a 
grant of lands on the northern route, or the pro- 
ceeds oflands, which, with this money grant which 
isasked for of $25,000,000 only, will secure the 
building of that road some time or other. I do 
not know but that the friends of the northern road 
would be satisfied if you would give them nothing 
but the proceeds of the public lands. If you 
would only give us the procceds of sections enough 
per mile, we might run the risk of the building our 
road for the value of the Jands themselves. But 
as this amendment does not ask, I believe, more 
than six sections per mile upon the route, and but 
$25,000,000, not now, but some years hence, it 


seems to me that it is not asking anything unrea- | 


sonable at the hands of the friends of a Pacific rail- 
road. Weneed communication with PugetSound, 
as well as with San Francisco. The truth ts that 
the great majority of the American people have no 
idea of the value of the country which lies around 
our northern border, north of Minnesota even, in 
the British possessions, and the value of that 
portion of this continent which we threw away 
when we came down from ** 54° 40’ or fight,’’ to 
49°, at thesame time that we took Texas into the 
Union, although * 54040’ or fight ”’ was the battle- 
ery inthe same canvass which brought itin. I 
say that that country demands and must have, and 
will have, communication, and the proper time to 
pass upon that question is when the railroad ques- 


tion is up, and to pass upon it now. 
Mr.GWIN. 


acter well calculated to deceive. There are gen- 
tlemen here who will not vote for any Pacific 


railroad, who will vote to reduce the credit on the | 


central route down to $50,000,000; and then they 
will reduce it on the other road; and then they will 


vote against the third road, and those of us who | 


think a third road should not be put on, with 
these votes will defeat it; and then the bill will 
come before us with the credits reduced on both 
the roads to a point which it is supposed will not 
do. Therefore, I merely wish to say, that the 


ae down of this credit here will jeopardize 
the bill. 


I will suggest to the friends of a | 
Pacific railroad that this amendment is of a char- | 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I betieve, Mr. President, | 
that the friends of a Pacific railroad ask for its | 
constraction because it is necessary for the public | 


defense. They have departed from the original 
scheme of one road, and now they propose to make 
three. I should like to hear the feende of this bill 
explain how it is that three Pacific railroads are 
necessary, in a military point of view, for the de- 


fense of the country; low it comes that exactly | 


three, no more and no less, are necessary for this 
purpose. I think, sir, that the proposition to con- 
struct three roads shows, most conclusively, that 
the real object of building this road is not for any 
such purpose, but for purposes of local, sectional 
convenience; therefore | shall vote against the 
whole bill. At the same time I shall not vote for 
anything to make the bill worse, and shall vote 
against this amendment. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 19, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bragg, Bright, Chandler, 
Clark, Clingman, Doolittle, Durkee, Foot, Mason, Morrill, 
Powell, Rice, Simmons, ‘Ten Eyck, Thomson, ‘Truiabuil, 
Wigiall, and Wilkinson—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baker, Bigler, Cameron, Dixon, Doug- | 
las, Fessenden, Fitch, Foster, Green, Gwin, Harlan, Hemp- 
hill, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, King, 
Lane, Latham, Pearce, Polk, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Sew- 
ard, Suuiner, and Wilson—24. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. GWIN. Now, | hope the bill will be 


| reported to the Senate. 


| the southern route, and to insert what I send to 
| the Chair, providing for a northern route. 


Mr. WILKINSON. I move to strike out see- 
tion thirteen, and all after that section relating to 


The Secretary read the amendment, to strike 
out from section thirteen to the end of the bill, 


and to insert the following in lieu thereof: {| 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That to insure the | 
sate, certain, and speedy transportation of mails, troops, ar 


public stores, any legal and duly organized company incor- | 


porated by any of the States or Territories through which | 
the same shall pass, shall have power to lay out, locate, 
construct, furnish, maintain, and enjoy, a continuous rail- 
road from a point at Superior, in the State of Wisconsin, 
to the western border of Minnesota, at or near Breckin- 
ridge, on the Red River of the North; thence westerly, cross- | 


| ing the Rocky Mountains north of the forty-fifth paratlel of 


north latitude, on the most eligible route to some point on 
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| visions thereof, be entitled to demand any installment of 


Puget Sound, with a branch diverging southerly within | 


three hundred miles of Puget Sound, and via the valleys of | 
the Columbia and Willamette rivers, to Portland, Oregon, 
andto be called the Northern Pacific railroad ; and said com- 


| pany undertaking to build said road, shall consolidate, con- 


| company undertaking to construct said raigway from Lake 


| Said road, six alternate sections of land per mile on each 


tedcrate, and associate with any other legal and duly or- 
ganized companies, incorporated by any of the States or 
Territories for the purpose, which may wish to aid in the 
construction of the road upon joint and equitable terins ; 
and there is granted to said company umlertaking to build | 


side of such railroad line as said company may adopt, from 
Lake Superior to the western border of Minnesota, and 
from thence, to the amount of ten alternate sections per 
mile, on each side of such railway line as said company 
may adopt, to the northern border of California; thence to 
the amount of six alternate sections per mile, on each side 
of said railway line, as said company may adopt, to the 
Pacific ocean, ator near San Francisco. And said company 
shall also construct a telegraph line along said line of rail- 
way, in the most approved and workmanlike manner, 
Sec. —. ind be it further enacted, ‘That whenever said 


Superior to San Francisco shall have fifty miles of said 
railroad and tlegraph line ready for the service contem 
plated, commencing on Lake Superior, Charles D. Gil- 
fillen of Minnesota, Nathaniel P. Banks of Massachusetts, | 


| (but soon to be a citizen of Illinois,) and Isaac [. Stevens 





ot Washington Territory, are hereby constituted a board 
of commissioners to examine the same, and report to the 
Presidentof the United States; and if it shall appear by 
said report that fifty miles of said railroad and telegraph | 
line have been completed in a good, substantial, and work- 
manlike manner, and in all respects as required by this act, 
and supplicd with all necessary rolling-stock, buildings, 
and depots for the use of said road, as a first-class railway, | 
and that the saine are in good working order, then it shall 
be the duty of the Seeretary of the Treasury, under the di 
rection of the President, to issue to said company the bonds 
of the United States for the suin of $10,000 per mile on said 
filty miles for the use of said company,as an advanced 
payment upon the contract authorized by this act. And | 
for each and every fifty miles of said railroad and telegraph 
line ready for service, in running order, the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall issue to said company the like sum of 
$10,000 per mile in bonds of the United States, until said 
road shall reach the western border of Minnesota; and 
after that the suin of $15,000 per mile for every fifty miles 


| completed on any part of said road to Puget Sound, until 


bonds siail have been issued to the amount of $25,000,000, 


} when no more bonds shall be issued by the United States; 
| but said company shall have the right to contract with the 


British Governinent for a loan of money or bonds, giving a | 
mortgage lien to said British Governinent for secufity, sub- 
‘ect to the mortgage lien of the United States, but, with the 


| exception to the United States and the British Govern- 


ment, nO mortgage or construction bonds shall ever in any | 
way be put upou said road. Any vacancies in satd board | 
of commissioners, caused by death, resignation, or other- | 
wise, shall be filled by the President of the United States. | 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That said company | 
shall commence the work on said roud within three years 
from the approva! of this act by the President of the Uni- | 
ted States, and complete one hundred miles per year after | 
the fourth year; and every provision, condition, limitation, 


| or restriction in this act contained, shall be, and the same | 


| are hereby, applied to and imposed on the company under- 


taking to build the Northern Pacific railroad from Lake Su- | 
perior to Puget Sound. 


the bonds hereinbefore mentioned, to be issued and deliv 
ered in aid of the construction of any or either of the lines 
of railway contemplated by this act, such railroad compa 
ny, its Bssociates, successors, Or assigns, shall, at the same 
the, as a security for the amountof such bonds and inter- 
est to acerue thereon, execute to the United States amort 
gage on such portion of railway as shall trom time to time 
be completed 3 on the completion of which all installments 
ot bonds shall be due and demandabte, covering the appur 
tenanees, fixtures, rolling-stock, motive power, and ma 
chinery, and telegraph line ; whiel: mertgage shail remain 


and continue a lien and charge thereon till the whole 

amountot bonds thatshall be issued in aid of the construc 

tion of the entire line of such railroad shall be repaid, pur- 

suant to the provisions of thisact; and in ease of the failure 
|; OF any such railroad company, its associates, successors, or 

assigns, to complete the entire line of railroad and tele 
grap, the said mortgage shall contain a clause of forfeiture, 
right of foreclosure, or appropriation by the United States of 
the said property ; which clause or condition, as to form 
and sutficiency, shall be approved by the Attorney General 
of the United States. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That no donation of 
lands, nor appropriation or loan of bonds, tor the objects 
and purposes specified in this act, shall be granted to any 
railroad corporation, its associates, successors, Or assigns, 
tor or on account of any railroad or line of telegraph that 
has been, or may hereatter be constructed, or in course of 
construction, by any other corporation Of parties, in any 
| State or Territory, whieh shall form a portion of either line 
| of railway or telegraph contemplated in this act. 

Sec. —. 2nd be it further enacted, That the acceptance 
| of the terms, conditions, and impositions of this act by any 

railroad corporation, shall be signified in writing under the 
corporate seal of such corporation, duly exeeuted pursuant 
to the direction of its board of directors, first had and eb 
tained; which acceptance shall be made within eighteen 
months after the passage of this act, and not alterwards, 
and shall be served on the I’resident of the United States, 
which notice sliall state which of the three lines of railroad 
contemplated in this act such corporation undertakes to 
construct and maintain; and all acts of Incorporation, or 
other acts from any State or Territorial Legislature to carry 
out the provisions of this bill, shall be submitted to Con 
gress for approval before auy lands or bonds shall be re- 
ceived by any of the companies undertaking to build the 
several lines of railway contemplated by this act. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on striking out the sections specified, and in- 
serting those which have just been read. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Atthesuggestion of some 
friends of this measure, I wish to modify my 
motion, so as to offer these as additional sections 
to the original bill. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I am not certain about 
it; but, according to my recollection, [ think this 
line will bring us within from thirty to fifty miles 
of the British possessions. I suggest to the hon- 
orable mover of this amendment whether it would 
not be well enough to carry this road a little 
higher, and put it on the line between us and the 
British possessions? Every friend of the bill 
proposes simply to construct the road for the pur- 
poses of military defense; and then, perhaps, by 
treaty with Great Britain, she would join us in 
constructing it,and both sides could agree that it 
should remain unobstructed both in times of peace 
and war. 

Mr. WILKINSON. If Lunderstood the Sen- 
ator correctly, he is laboring under a very great 
mistake. ‘The line of this road does not go into 
the British possessions at all, or near them. If 
the Senator will examine carefally the map that 
has been laid on the tables of Senators, he will 
find that it does not touch the British posses- 
sions, 

Now, the objection which was urged ta my 
other amendment by the Senator from Oregon, 
[Mr. Bager,] certainly cannot apply to this 
amendment. It is very evident to any one who 
has examined this matter atall, that the best route 
altogether of either of the three which are men- 
tioned, is the northern route. I should like to 
understand how it is that Senators on this side of 
the Chamber, at least, can vote $36,000,000 for a 
southern route, going through the entire length of 
the State of Texas, now in the act of secession; 
now about to go out of this Union, I should like, 
I say,to hear some person getupand explain the 
reason andthe propriety of voting $36,000,000 out 
of the ‘Treasury for that route, while they stand up 
here and oppose a northern route? I do notatall 
accede to the doctrine that we are to reward a 
State which is in arms against the Federal Gov- 
ernment, by voting the Federal money into their 
hands, and at the same time withholding it from 
that portion of the Union which is true and loyal 
to the Constitution. If, however, this act of in- 
justice can be done under the pretext of saving 
the Union, I am perfectly willing that Senators 
| shalldo it. As for myself, I will never sustaina 





Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That whenever any wrong like this for the sake of rewardiog thé 
} State of Texas, or the State of Arkansas, or any 


railroad company embraced in this act shall, under the pro 
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other State, or to keep them in the Union. If | sasyand run several hundred miles oneach branch. 








they cannot be heid loyal to the Constitution and ;| [tis very convenient to those neighborhoods to 
laws of the land without voting this great wrong, || have those branches; but I am not prepared to say 


1, for one, will not keep them in at all; let them 
go. 

jut if itis the object and purpose of the friends | 
of this measure to vote for the proposition which | 
is the best calculated to promote the interests of 
the whole country, then they will come forward 
and vote for this northern route; for it has been 
demonstrated by Governor Stevens in his survey, 
and by others who have carefully investigated ut, 
that itis, beyond all question, the most feasible 
route, Lshould like to hear the Senator from Ore- 
gou (Mr. Lane] express his views upon it. He 
is acquainted with the military bearing of this | 
cere I do not pretend to understand any- 
thing about those matters. If the friends of a Pa- | 
cific railroad wish to do justice, and wish to pass 
an honest and fair measure for the interests of the 
whole country, | apprehend they will come for- 
ward and vote for this amendment. 

It has been customary for some gentlemen on 
the Pacific coast to get up in this Chamber and 
denounce every man who did not support their 
particular measure, as being opposed to the whole 
scheme of the Pacific railroad. Now, sir, I do 
not admit that those men are the especial guard- 
ians of this measure at all. 

Mr.GWIN. Does the Senator allude to me as | 
one of those Senators? 

Mr. WILKINSON. I referred more particu- | 
larly to the Senator from Oregon and the remarks | 
lie made the other day. 

Mr.GWIN. All l have got to say is, that if | 
the Senator referred to me, he is entirely mistaken. 
Many friends of the Pacific railroad differ with me 
on this and other points; but I do not pretend to 
throw any imputation on gentlemen who inter- 
pose their measures, because I believe they are just 
as good friends as I am to the Pacific railroad. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I had in my mind, at the | 
time, more particularly, some remarks made by 
the Senator from Oregon, the other or: Now, | 
sir, | deny that those gentlemen, or anybody else, 
have any right to charge us with being enemies of 
this measure beeause we do not favor the partic- | 
ular bill that has been introduced. Sir, this bill, 
that has come to us from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, is a bill of abominations. It is fraught 
with manifest injustice and wrong; and, instead 
of producing the results which some gentlemen 
expect, I believe these Texan secessionists will 
laugh at you. If men are not bound to this Union 
by any stronger ties than those furnished by this 
railroad scheme, then the quicker they get out of 
the Union, in my humble judgment, the better. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, so long as 
we were proposing to set apart the public lands 
for the construction of a Pacific railroad, I was 
always in favor of making agrantto three routes, | 
mutting them on terms of exact equality, and al- | 
owing each of them to make the road as fast as | 
they could; but if we are to make large appro- 
priations from the Federal Treasury under the war | 
power, or any other specific power, it is hard to | 
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say that three are necessary, or that we could not | 
get along even with one. | am afraid we are going | 
to defeat any Pacific railroad bill by encumbering 
it with too many roads, too many branches, and | 
too large an amount of money, so that it will fall | 
of its own weight. Now we have inserted a | 
branch, I believe, from Sacramento, in California, | 
over to Puget Sound. 
Mr. LANE. To Portland, Oregon. 
Mr.DOUGLAS. To Portland, Oregon, Aroad | 
there would be of great service. I would be will- 
ing to give any amount of land there to aid in the | 
construction of a road, as we have done in other | 
States; but really I cannot say that that is one of | 
the essential works of national defense thatcomes | 
within the route of the main stem across the Rock | 





Mountains, It willbe a very expensive road. It 
will run over various ranges of mountains where 
there is very little travel. 
nient to those people. I should be glad to exer- | 
cise the powers of this Government as far as I | 
could, to promote their interests and their conve- | 

| 


It will be very conve- 


nience; but sir, we are adding greatly to the diffi- 
culties surrounding the bill by putting in that 
clause. 

The same is true of the branches on this side. 
We begin this southern route on the western bor- 
der of Louisiana, and alse aj Fort Smith, Arkan- 


|| that the public interests of this nation are to be 


j 


very eelorene affected by them. You are delay- 
ing the main line by having so many branches. 
Then,on the central route, as it iscalled, you make 
two branches—one to the western border of Mis- 


| souri, and one to the western border of lowa—to 





come together after several hundred miles. It is 
very convenient for the railroad interests in Mis- 
souri and in lowa to have those branches made 
for them, with a view to connect with the main 
trunk; but they would make them themselves very 
soon, if we would make the main trunk, without 
the Federal Government making the branches. 

Now, after having put on those, the proposition 
is for a third road trom Lake Superior to Puget 
Sound. That is a very good route for a railroad. 
No doubt it is entirely practicable. Ihave often | 
pointed out the route as a practicable one, and as | 
one to which we ought to make a grant of land, 
setting apart alternate sections for many mileson | 
each side to create a fund to make that road; but, | 
sir, if we are going to put it upon this bill, I am 
afraid we are taking upon our shoulders a little | 
more weight than we can carry. Iam afraid we | 
are imposing on the Federal Treasury a larger | 
Fc than we can supply. I fear we are going 
to make them all useless, by dividing our sub- 
striptions between so many that we shall either 
defeat the whole, or postpone the construction of | 
all for an indefinite time. 

I would much rather make but one road, so 
situated as to be fair to all sections, and so that 
all roads on this side could connect with it. I be- 
lieve if we could set aside all these local interests, 
and start one road at the city of Sacramento, Cal- 
ifornia, and then over to the Washoe mines, and 
keep due east until you strike the head of the 
Arkansas, you would find a good route and a 
practicable road. When you get to the head of 
the Arkansas, one branch should run down to 
Louisiana in the direction of New Orleans, and 
the other to Lowa, in the direction of the north- 
western States; and thus you would accommo- 
date the whole country quite as well, perhaps 
better, by one road with two branches, than you 
would with all these roads. I would rather do 
that, sir. It would require very little change in this 
bill. ‘This Texas company, incorporated in Texas, 
would only have to bend their road a little to con- 
nect. As to our central road, as you call it, I 
believe the head of the Arkansas the best pass for 
itto gothrough the mountains. I do not think we 
should find aggood a route north of itas we should 
find there. 

I do not pretend to make a motion to this effeet. 
I desire to see the bill passed. 1 was prepared 
to vote for the two routes, even with these ob- 
noxious branches upon them under protest, and 
without any disposition to quarrel with the Sen- 
ator from Minnesota for saying itis a bill of abom- 
inations. There is too much truth in that remark. 
There are too many provisions in it that cannot 
well be defended, for us to say it is not liable to | 
very strong and very serious objection. 1 have 
made up my mind to vote for it, after such mod- 
ifications as we can get; but it is about as strong 
a pull upon my conscience as I am prepared to 
endure. If we are going still to accumulate more 
and more, branch after branch, and a new road, 
I will give no guarantees that I shall vote for the 
bill in the shape it may finally assume. I would 
rather lop off than increase, I would rather con- 
centrate upon one central route, with only one | 
branch to the southwest, and the other to the 
northwest, than to add to it; and yet I cannot say 
that the people on this northern route have not 
just as high a claim as they have upon either of | 
the other routes, if we are going beyond what is | 
really essential for military purposes. | 

| 
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I suggest to the friends of the bill, that we must 
vote upon the various propositions with a view 
to national interests, and not witha view to mere | 
local interests that may be protected by the va- 
rious amendments. 

Mr. LANE. If I understood the Senator from 
Minnesota. he said he should like to hear my 
views on this subject. The discussion, the other | 
day, on the amendment of the Senator from Lou- 
isiana, [Mr. Bensamun,] satisfied me that the Sen- | 
ate believed it was necessary for the defense of | 
the country to build these railroads. Under that | 
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| Mexico, it appears to me, woul 
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for that purpose. If it is necessary for ane 


fense of the country,a road slong ine border near 
be proper; tl 

: dat 

is, the southern road. If these roads should be 

necessary for military purposes, it must be byan 

interruption of the relations between our Govery- 





/ment and Mexico on the one side, and our Goy- 


ernment and Great Britain on the other, or with 


foreign Powers that would attempt to blockade 


our coast. [ look upon the southern route as 
necessary for military defense in the event of war 
from that side, or an attempt to blockade that 
coast. The route is a good one. I have traveled 
over it; and 1 believe every gentleman who has 
traveled over it will join me in saying that there 
is very little obstruction—scarcely any impedi- 
ment at all. You may drive in a buggy, on a 
trot, over every mile of the country that I passed 
over on that route. 

Then, sir, the northern route, I am sure, is a 
very practicable one, and would terminate, as pro- 
vided by this amendment, at Puget Sound, the 
finest sheet of water on the face of the earth The 
country east of the mountains and up the Mis- 
souri river is generally level; and until you strike 
the Rocky Mountains, it presents very little ob- 
struction to the building of a road. From Fort 
Benton, on the navigable waters of the Missouri, 
to Fort Walla-Walla, on the Columbia river, 
upon the border of Oregon and Washington, and 
only a short distance from Puget Sound, it is ouly 
six hundred miles. By this statement you see, 
Mr. President, that a railroad on that route is 
practicable, and would be necessary for the de- 
fense of the country. 

The central route is the great route; and I look 
upon it as the route for the defense of San Fran- 
cisco, and all that portion of California—of which 
it may be said to be the center—and for the de- 
fense of the Salt Lake and the Pike’s Peak coun- 
try. It would be the business route, atany rate, 
for many years. The distance from the coutem- 
plated southern route to the northern route pro- 
vided for by the amendment, is some fifteen 
degrees of latitude—a rough country totravel over 
—and neither one road nor the other would an- 
swer the purpose. The southern road would not 
answer the purpose of the defense of our north- 
ern frontier, nor would the northern road answer 
for the defense of the southern frontier. 

When this bill was first presented here, I was 
very much opposed to it; and I doubted, as | do 
yet, very seriously our right to pass it; certainly 
we cannot do so unless it is necessary for the de- 
fense of the country. I put iton that ground, and 
on that ground alone can I vote for it. Since the 
bill came here, it has been amended and very 
much changed; many guards have been thrown 
around it. it is a much safer bill than it was when 
it came from the House of Representatives. Be- 
sides, a provision is nuw made for a branch from 
the central line to Portland in the State of Oregon, 
very near to the line dividing Oregon from Wash- 
ington Territory. [shall feelit my duty, therefore, 
to vote for the bill without this amendment; but 
believing that these extreme portions of the coun- 
try ought to be provided for, the North as well 
as the South, and the South as well asthe North, 
I feel inclined to vote for the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Minnesota, knowing that his 
route is practicable, and seeing that that road will 
be needed, inthe event of a war with Great Brit- 
ain, for the protection of that portion of your coast 
bordering on Puget Sound, and for all the country 
lying on the line. ' 

I only make these remarks to give my views 
about the practicability of the several routes. The 
northern route is very practicable, and so is the 
southern. The central route will bea pretty heavy 
one, but it is practicable; and the roadecan be made, 
and will be very useful. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If I understand this mo- 
tion, it is to strike out the Texas line and insert— 

**Oh, no!” 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Astheamend- 
ment has been modified, it is simply to add the 
sections which have been read; not to strike out 
any portion of the bill. 

ra CLINGMAN. Then the explanation 
which I was about to make is not necessary. 

Mr.SIMMONS. I have not had an opports- 
nity to examine the details of this Lill; but lem 
perfectly clear that it would add greatly to ‘ve 
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opularity and strength of the measure in the || a northern, a ceptral, and a southern road. Inas- 


country to put on this northern road. I intend, 


|; much as | may not be able to vote for the bill as 


if Lean get an opportunity before this bill passes, || it may finally be put before the Senate, and Lam 


if the provision is not already in it, to propose 
that separate books be opened for subscriptions | 
for each of these three roads; and that whenever 
there shall be half money enough subscribed by 
individuals to build either one of them, the Gov- | 
ernment of the United States shall subscribe the | 
other half. That will test the sincerity of the | 
stockholders. Ihave no idea, myself, of voting | 
$100,000,000 to any corporation for any road, | 
and then not have any control over it after they | 
have expended our money. It is a great deal of 
money; but I believe it will be a valuable invest- 
ment, if we have any legislative power over the | 
road, to prevent it from being made a monopol 
and a corporation for taxing the rest of us through 
ourlives. I would give no corporation that power; | 
but [ would be willing to eee in the | 
bill that a fair toll shall be charged, so as to allow, | 
say, an income of twelve per cent. upon each | 
road, and when they got it to that,the Government | 
should have power to reduce the tolls. The Gov- | 
ernment having some interest in the dividends, | 
there would be some motive for us to let them 
make that much; but this offering of $100,000,000 
to people to make a road, and then to let them 
manage it and ingraft their projects upon it, with- 
out any control on our part, [ think is the most 
unwise measure to which this Government could 
give its sanction. I should be not only willing to 
take one half the stock, as we did in the Louis- 
ville and Portland canal, but I should be willing, 
when they had paid in $1,000,000 in cash, and 
expended it, to loan them another million upon 
a mortgage of their half of the road, so that the 
road itself would be three quarters of it built upon | 
the credit of the United States, who can raise 
money at one half the rate of interest that any in- 
dividual corporation can. In that way, one fourth 
of the money coming out of the pockets of indi- 
viduals would give them a sufficient individual in- 
terest in each road to secure good management 
and economy, and the Government would have 
interest enough to participate and to see to this 
road; see that the tolls are not too high; see that 
the public are not imposed upon. 

I believe that this central road, if it costs 
$100,000,000, will pay twelve per cent. the first 
an it starts, without the travel that now goes 
petween the States on the western side and those 
on the eastern side of the Rocky Mountains. I 
went over these figures a year or two ago, and I 
satisfied myself that, according to the ‘bill then 
proposed, and the rates of fare there allowed, it 
would pay $15,000,000 a year; and I have no 
doubtof it. ‘Take the Pike’s Peak country, where 
there are said to be sixty thousand people now. 
if there was arailroad, there would be a hundred 
thousand at work there every summer,and every 
one of them would come home to live in winter. 
They cannot do anything there in winter until 
they build comfortable homes, and raise some- 
thing to live on, and the miners would all return | 


' 
| 








when the weather was so that they could not sub- | 
sist comfortably there; but it is nearly a two 


| 
| 


months’ journey, I am told, or a journey of over || 
a month, at any rate, and therefore they have to || 


winter there. But if this railroad went through 
that country, the travel would be increased four- 
fold. There is no kind of doubt about that. [| 
hope a road will be provided for, and proper pro- | 
visions made to secure individual stockholders, 
and responsible stockholders, to build at least half | 
of it; and | would not start a road unless*it got 
them. 1 have no doubt, with that security, we 
shall insure abundant caution on the part of the 
subscribers, and care and economy in the manage- 
ment of these roads; and with that I think they | 
will be profitable.  , 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I rise simply for the pur- | 


pose of making an explanation, as | intend to vote || 


in favor of this amendment, in view of thé remarks 
which I made one day last week, when I stated | 
that I would only vote for one road. I deem it | 
desirable to say, that I think the central route is | 
the preferableone, and thatthe Governmentshould | 
only undertake to lend its aid in the construction 
of the main trunk; but if more than one road is 
to be construeted—or an opportunity is to be al- 
lowed for the construction of more than one road 
—I see no reason why there should not be an op- | 
portunity afforded for the construction of three— | 


that I should make this explanation, 

Mr. SIMMONS called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered, and taken, 
| tive.) | misapprehended the question. I thought 
the vote was simply upon striking out the south- 
ern route, and therefore voted in the negative. I 
understand now it is to add a northern road. I 
change my vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 19; 
| as follows: 


| 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Bright, Chandler, 
Clark, Collamer, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, King, 


Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—22. 
NAYS—Messts. Baker, Bigler, Bragg, Cameron, Cling- 

man, Crittenden, Dixon, Foster, Green, Grimes, Gwin, 

| Harlan, Hemphill, Johnson of Tennessee, Latham, Nich- 

olson, Polk, Saulsbury, and Wigfall—19. 

So the amendment was adopted. 


Mr. WILSON. Imovetoamend the thirteenth 
section of the bill, which relates to the southern 
route, in the eleventh and twelfth lines, by strik- 
ing out, ‘at or near San Francisco,’’ so that the 
section will read: ; 

And by the nearest and best route te the Pacific ocean. 

I propose, also, to strike out ‘‘at or near San 
Francisco,”’ in the thirty-third line of the four- 
teenth section; and as we have amended the bill 
by adding another road to it which will costa 
very large sum of money, I move to strike out 
‘*thirty-six ’’ and insert ‘* twenty-five”? in the 








doing this, we shall give to the central road 
$60,000,000; to the southern road $25,000,000; 
and to the northern road $25,000,000; which will 
make the whole sum $110,000,000. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) The question is on the amend- 
ment to the thirteenth section, proposed by the 
Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. WILSON. I will briefly explain this 
amendment. The central route goes to San Fran- 
cisco, and in reality, I think myself, itis the only 
road we ought to undertake to build at this time. 


that kind, simple and alone. We propose to 
grant a certain quantity of land, and $60,000,000 
for that road. 1 look upon it as the great road. 
It goes to San Francisco, across the central regions 
of the continent. The southern route is alto- 
gether through the Territories and through Texas, 
and a portion of California, to San Franeisco, and 


amount of land. I propose that, instead of going 
to San Francisco, that road shall go to the Pacific 
ocean, wherever the company choose to carry it 
across the cpuntry, coming out at San Diego or 


have the sum of $25,000,000 to build the southern 
| route. We have adopted an amendment which 


| adds the northern route, from Lake Superior to 


| Puget Sound, with a branch, I think, and we pro- 
| pose to give to that road $25,000,000. Now, if 


of money for us to vote at thistime. Therefore, 
| [ propose the amendment in this way, leaving the 


|| central route to go to San Francisco, and the 


| southern route to touch the Pacific ozeean, where- 


| everthe comapney choose to go, say at San Diego, i 
‘| or eae by th 


e time they get the road built, 
| they will want to come out at Guayamas, or some 
| other point on the coast. 

| Mr.GWIN. I hope the Senator from Mas- 
| sachusetts will so modify his amendment as to 


| erence in favor of one road. 
enough friends of the Pacific railroad to pass 
| through a bill providing for but one road, let us 
| try that. Instead of packing this bill down, and 
| destroying it, let us see if we cannot get clear of 
/encumbrances. If the motion be made, I will vote 
| to strike out all but one route. 

| Mr. GRIMES. I make that motion. 

| Mr. BAKER. I will second it. 


Mr. CLARK, (who at first voted in the nega- | 


thirty-fourth line of the fourteenth section. By | 


the bill gives for that, $36,000,000 and a certain | 
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SS 


|| about to vote for thisamendment, I think it proper | 


| Lane, Morrill, Powell, Rice, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, | 


Still, I understand we cannot get a bill through of || 





anywhere else they choose, and that they shall | 


my amendment be adopted, we shall give the | 
|| southern road $25,000,000, and the northern road |} 
,| $25,000,000, and the central road $60,000,000, 
making $110,000,000, and it is a pretty large sum || 


'| strike out of the bill all but the central road. I || 
| have heard a great many Senators express a pref- | 
If there are really | 


613 
Mr. GWIN. If the Senator from Massachu- 
setts will withdraw his amendment, we can try it. 

Mr. WILSON. I withdraw my amendment 
for the purpose of having a motion made which 
will limit the bill to a provision for the great cen- 
tral road across the continent, giving land and 
$60,000,000 for that road, and let the northernand 
southern roads go. 

Mr. GWIN. That strikes out all of the bill 
) after the ninth section, I think, 

Mr.GRIMES. 1 make that motion. 

Mr. BRAGG. All after the twelfth section. 

| Mr. GWIN. Strike out all from the thirteenth 
section. 

Mr. BRAGG. What will become of the branch 
_ to Oregon? 
| Mr. CLARK, Does that get rid of the amend- 

ment which I proposed to the last section? 

Mr. GWIN. No, sir; that is an additional 

section, which was puton as an amendment. The 
| motion is to strike out all of the original bill after 
| the twelfth section, leaving only provision for a 
_ road on one route—the central route. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That does not deliver 
you from the northern route which has just been 
added. 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, it does. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is 
| to strike out all after the twelfth section of the 
original bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That would strike out the 
amendment which has just been adopted, provid- 
ing for a northern route. Lapprehend it is not in 
order to make that motion. I should be very 
glad to have an‘pportunity of voting for the one 
route, but, it seems to me, it cannot be reached 
in this way; we must wait until we get into the 
| Senate. We have just adopted an amendment 
| fora northern route. Now, is it competent to 
turn round and move to strike that out? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Not by itself. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Can you couple some- 
thing else with it, and move to strike it out? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
of opinion that that can be done. The question 
is on striking out all afier the twelfth section of 
| the original bill. 

Mr. WILKINSON called for the yeas and 
nes) and they were ordered. 

Mr. LATHAM. I cannot give my consent to 
this amendment, for the reason that from the 
commencement of the discussion upon this bill 
I have consistently advocated the construction 
of two roads, and | am unwilling now to depart 
from that policy. It is immaterial to me, as I 
stated on a previous occasion, where these routes 
commence and where they end. I care not where 
they start on the respective sides. I am unwill- 
ing, at this time, to depart from the course I have 
heretofore adopted on this measure. If 1 was 
satisfied that it was utterly impossible tc pass a 
bill which would please all the sections, (which I 
am notas yet,) I certainly would vote for but one 
route, because the people of the State that I rep- 
regent want a road, and not roads; and the only 








|| reason why, heretofore, I have advocated the estab- 


lishment of two roads,as I before stated, is that 
it better reconciled all conflicting interests than 
any other scheme which could possibly be pro- 
posed. Whenever I am satisfied that cannot be 
done,T shall be prepared to give a vote for a sin- 
gle route. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
| resulted—yeas 22, nays 25; as foliows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bingham, Chandler, 
Clark, Collamer, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, 
| Gwin, Harlan, King, Morrill, Polk, Simmons, Sumner, ‘Ten 
| Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—22. 
| NAYS- Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Clingman, Crit 

tenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Green, Hemphill, Hun- 

ter, Johnson of Tennessee, Lane, Latham, Nicholson, 


| Pearce, Powell, Pugh, Rice, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Seward, 
| Thomson, Wigfall, and Wilkinson—25. 


| So the motion to strike out did not prevail. 


| Mr. WILSON. I now renew the amendment 
| which I before offered. 


The PRESIDING OFPICER. The amend- 


\| ment will be read. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an | 


| amendment pending. 


' 


| The Secretary read the amendment: In section 
thirteen, lines eleven and twelve, strike out “at 
| or near San Francisco;’’ so that the clause will 
| read: 
And by the nearest and best route to the Pacific ocean. 


And in section fourteen, line thirty-two, strike 
out “at or near San Franciseo:”’ and in line thir- 


i 
| 
‘ 
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ty-four, strike out “thirty-six, 
7 3” : 
ty-five;”’ so that the clause will read: 


9 


Aud from that point, the sum of $12,000 per mile for each 


fifty miles of railway and telegraph line so completed to tue 
western terminus, until bonds shall have been issued to the 


_ THE ¢ 


and insert “twen- || 


amount of $25,000,099, when no more bonds shall be issued. | 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I should like to have the 
question on each one of those amendments scp- 
wrately, for Ido not understand exactly the effect 
of them all. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The firstamend- | 


ment will be voted on by itself. It is in section 
thirteen, lines cleven and twelve, to strike out the 
words ‘at or near San Franciseo.”’ 

Mr. GWIN. How will it read then? 

The Secretary read: 

And thenee proceeding by a single trunk line, and by the 
nearest and best route to the Pacific ocean. 

Mr. GWIN. Is that the southern or the north- 
erm route ? . 

Mr. WILSON. ‘The southern route. 

The amendment was rejected; there being, on 
a division—ayes 18, nays 22, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to have the 
yeas and nays on that amendment, for I think it 
very important. [** Too late.”’] Weil, we can 
have a vote on itin the Senate. I withdraw the 


motion; and. I shall ask for a vote upon it wken | 


the bill is reported to the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts will be read, 

The Sceretary read it: In line thirty-three of the 
fourteenth secuon, after the word ** terminus,’’ 
to strike out the words ‘tat or mear San Pran- 
cisco;”’ so that the clause will read: 

Aud from that point, the sum of $12,000 per mile foreach 
the western terminus, wotil bonds shall have been issued 


to the amount of 835,000,000, when no more bonds shall 
be issued. 
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from Illinois that if this amendment prevail, some | vote for the bill as it stands, and leave it to that 


other gentleman will undoubtedly move corre- | 


sponding amendments to make the bill suit; and 
these propositions will be adopted afterwards. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 


will be enough to make the road. I suppose the 
bill gives just so much per mile on the idea that 
it required that amount to make the road. 

Mr. GREEN. If the Senator will allow me, I 
will make a suggestion. The same difficulty ap- 
plies to the bill in its original shape. 


the location of the route, the curves, and various 
other things. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 19, nays 28; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Chandler, Clark, 
Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Grimes, Harlan, King, 


Morrill, Pugh, Rice, Sunmons, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkin- 
son, and Wilson—19. 


NAYS—Messrs. Baker, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Cameron, 
Clingman, Crittenden, Dixon, Douglas, Fitch, Foster, 


Green, Gwin, Hemphill, Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, | 


| Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Nichol- 


son, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Sebastian, Seward, Thomson, 
and Wigfall—2s8. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. CHANDLER. | desire to offer an amend- 


| ment, in line eight of section five, after the word 


| end of that time; 


** year,’’ to insert the words *‘ or shall fail to make 
such progress during any portion of the first twe 
years as shall satisfy the President that the one 
hundred miles required will be completed by the 
”” so that the section will read: 


Sec. 5. 4nd be it further enacted, That if the corporation 
or corporations proceeding under the provisions of this act 


| in the construction of said road shall tail to commence the 


: ; |, work upon said road within one year from the time at which 
fifty miles of railway and telegraph line so completed to 


| the acts of incorporation shall have been approved, accord- 


ing to the first section of this act, or fail to complete one 


, handred miles per year after the first year, or shall fail to 
make such progress during any portion of the first two years 


Mr. WILSON. I will suggest that that amend- | 


ment involves the same principle; and therefore a 
vote need not be taken upon it. [ withdraw it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ment is withdrawn, and the next amendment will 
be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment: In line 
thirty-four of the fourteenth section, to strike out 
** thirty-six,’’ and insert ** twenty-five;’’ so that 
it will read: 


Uytil bonds shall have been issued to the amount of | 


$25,000,000; when no more bonds shall be issued. 


Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, my object is, | 


to give $25,000,000 to the southern, $25,000,000 
to the northern, and $69,000,000 to the central 
route, I propose to reduce the amount for the 
southern route from $36,000,000 to $25,000,000. 
My intention was, te cut off quite a number of 
miles in California, running up to San Francisco; 
but the Senate have decided otherwise, on a vote. 
lam afraid, with the amendments that have been 
adopted, adding $25,000,000 for the northern route, 


The amend- | 


if we retain these large sums on the other the | 


whole will be lost. |] propose, therefore, to limit 


as shall satisfy the President that the one hundred miles 
required will be completed by the end of that time, or shall 


| tail to complete the whole of said line and furnish the rail- 


road transportation contemplated and contracted for by this 
act along the entire line within fifteen years, &c. 


The object of that amendment is, to place it ab- 
solutely under the control of the President, so that 


| there shall be no needless delay; that in case tie 


President is satisfied it is in the hands of specu- 
lators, and the work has not been done, he shall 
have the power to take it from their hands. 

Mr. PUGH. It seems to me, if there should 
be any road under this bill—of which I have not 
the slightest ex pectation—that this would be arm- 


| ing the President of the United States with a most 


| shall vote against it. ( ( 
| any road will be made by the bill; but if there is | 


it to $25,006,000 for the southern and 525,000,000 || 
for the northern route, and the whole of it will | 


make $110,000,000. 
cause | think it will have a tendency to carry the 
bill through, 

Mr. WILKINSON called for the yeas: and 
nays on the amendment; and they were ordered. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The object of the amend- 
ment is to reduce the appropriation for the south- 
ern route, as I understand, from $36,000,000 to 
$25,000,000. 

Mr. WILSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. That would involve a farther 
amendment, | suppose, so as to reduce the rate 
per mile in the sibte parts of the bill; otherwise 


I offer the amendment be- || 
|| reimbursement by services rendered. 


extraordinary authority; and for that reason I 
As I said, I do not expect 


to be aroad, lam not forthe President owning it. 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. GWIN. Now, I hope the pill will be 
reported to the Senate. 

Mr. BRAGG. I have an amendment or two 
to offer. I move, in line twelve, section three, 
after the word **reimbursed,’’ to-strike out the 
words **by service so rendered.’? My purpose 
in this amendment is not to confine the claim of 
the United States upon this corporation simply to 
I shall fol- 


‘low it up by a motion to strike out the same 
| words in relation to the mortgage which it is pro- 


posed to make; so that the mortgage shall be a 


‘full lien upon the whole road without its being 


limited to reimbursements in any particular way. 


_L move to strike out these words, ‘* by services 


‘| so rendered.’’. 


you will give so much per mile on the road, which | 


would, perhaps, amount to more than $25,000,000, 


and then limitit to $25,000,000; which, lL suppose, | 


would render a supplemental bill necessary to 
carry it out, 


Mr, WILSON.- The same difficulty is involved | 


in the other. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, I think the rates per mile 
should be so adjusted that they will correspond 
with the sum total we are to pay from the Treas- 
ury; otherwise a restriction that it shall not go 
over $25,000,000, orany other sum,willnotamount 
to anything, 

Mr. BAKER. Let me suggest to the Senator 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The Senator 
from North Carolina has fought this bill faith- 
fully. There is no question about that; and I 
compliment him and those who have acted with 
him, on the success with which the battle has been 
waged. Iam satisfied that under the amendments 
that have already been adopted, the bill itself will 
never build the road. Iam also satisfied that all 
that the billcan or will do is to establish the lines 
of the road; and that future legislation alone will 
ever reach the object which Congress has in view. 
Hereafter, those who will be intrusted with this 
matter can, perhaps, proceed, under this bill, so 
far as to fix the line of the road. To that extent, 
the bill may be effective, No further do I believe 
itcanever be effective. Underthese circumstances, 
future legislation must earry it out, and complete 
and pertect the measure. I am willing now to 


I have no objection to that, | 
provided the assurance can be given that the rate | 


Nobody i 
knows what itwillamount to. It will depend upon || 


future legislation; for I am satisfied that the lines 
and directions marked out by the bill are the best 
that we shall ever make. nder these circum. 
stances, disposed as I am to vote for it, feeling 
that the bill has become an annoyance to the 
Senate, and such a one that we should no longer 
_ trifle with it by petty amendments, believing that 
| we should, as a matter of self-protection, vote 
_down any further amendments, I prefer to make 
this protest on the present amendment introduced 
by one whom I esteem so highly asI do the Senator 
from North Carolina, rather than on an amend- 
ment introduced by a Senator who it might be 
supposed I could oppose as a matter of feeling. | 
therefore earnestly ask the Senate to show plainly 
that they mean to consider this matter no longer; 
but to take the bill as it stands, vote upon it, pass 
it, send it to the other House, and have done wit) 
it in this body, in order that we may go on with 
_ whatever else has to be considered by the Senate. 

Mr. BRAGG. I admit the force of a great dea} 
that my friend has said about this matter; but | 
had intended to offer these amendments hereto- 
fore, but was prevented by an absence from the 
Senate, necessarily, for several days. I think, 
| while we are amending the bill—whether it is to 
have any effect or not, I will not undertake to 
say—it requires amendment in the particulars | 
have indicated. I have heretofore stated, notwith- 
standing what my friend says, that I have not 
fought this bill in any factious spirit at all. The 
amendments I have offered, I think, have been 
proper ones; and while I am opposed to the meas- 
ure, I have admitted that candidly. If it is to pass 
in any shape, I want to see it passed in a shape 
in which the interests of the country will be pro- 
| tected. 

As I said before, as I understand this bill, it 
looks to a reimbursement of the Government 
solely by services to be rendered by the corpora- 
tion; and [ eall the attention of the Senate to the 
| words which | propose to strike out from line 
| twelve, page 7. The clause would then read; 

Until the whole amount of money and accruing interest 
advanced by the United States to said corporation or cor- 
porations shall be reimbursed. 

The bill, as itnow stands, adds the words “ by 
services so rendered.’’ If it is to confine the re- 
| imbursement to the service to be rendered, | want 
to get clear of those words. By referring to line 
seventy-eight, on page 10 of the bill—the section 
wherein there is a provision fora mortgage upon 
the whole road, which it is provided, I admit, 
shall bea first mortgage, and, I suppose, intended 
by the Senate to be a full lien for the security of 
the United States for the whole amount advanced— 
it will be seen that that section ends thus: 

As security that the amount of the bonds and interest 
| thereon advanced by the United States, as aforesaid, shall 
be reimbursed in mail aad other service, according to the 
provisions of this act. 

I wish to strike out the words, ‘‘in mail and 
other service, according to the provisions of this 
act;’’ so that the mortgage shall remain and be a 
security that the full amount *‘ of the bonds and 
interest thereon, advanced by the United States 
as aforesaid, shall be reimbursed.’’ It will give 
the Government a control, to some extent, over 
the corporation; a control which they ought to 
have the power toexercise. I therefore move to 
strike out those words in both the sections. I 
| think they ought to come out. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the Senator 
from North Carolina who avows that he is op- 
posed -to the bill, moves this amendment, and I 
certainly can bear testimony that he has not 
attempted to thwart the bill in any unfair way. 
He has moved amendments, and I consider some 
| of them very good, but in this amendment I think 
the Senate should not concyr. 1 do not believe 
that there are too many inducements in this bill 
now to get this road built, and especially to build 
what I regard as the greatest of all, the great 
central road. I do not believe that these roads 
will ever be able to pay back this money; and I 
do not think we ought to amend the bill in the 
manner proposed. The bill provides that the 
money and accruing interest shall be paid back 
by certain services—by carrying troops and mails. 
If we can get our troops and our mails carricd 
over these roads at fair rates, and insomuch 
reduce the interest on the bonds, or the amount 
‘| of the bonds themselves, and extinguish those 
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amounts, I certainly shall be glad to see it; but I 
have no idea that in any other mode or in any 
other way will these companies he able to pay 
back these sums to the Government. We must 
remember that these roads will pass over barren 
eetions of the country, where there can never be 
many inhabitants. 


money to finish and construct the roads, 
Sir, L repeat what I have before said, that rt 
voting for this bill and this appropriation of 
6116,000,000, | vote with the conviction that this 
sum of money is to go for the general interests of 
the country, and that we never can expect it back 
in the Treasury. If the interest on these bonds, 
from the time the road commences, forever, can 
be paid by the services the road renders the coun- 
iry, it is as much, certainly, as I can expect. I 
yote for the road with that expectation and that 
understanding. If these three roads could be com- 
pleted within the next three or four years, I should 


They pass over sections of 
the country in whiek it must cost a vast deal of 


would puta bit in the mouth of these corpora- 
tions, and the Government would be able to hold 
hem down toit, That is the reason | offer i— 
not that | Xpect it would ever be foreclosed. | 
do not believe it. If they are works of great pub- 
lic interestand great public benefit, Lam very sure 
the Government would never toreclose them, pro- 
vided the parties having the control do their duty 
to the Governmentand to the public. ButI wish 
to hold a rein upon them, and not to give upany 
advantage of that kind towhich the Governmentis 
justly entitled, Hence it is that I move to strike 
out the words as to reimbursing the Goverument 
in this peculiar way. cs 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


| is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
| North Carolina, in the twelfth line of the third 
section of the bil, to strike out the words ‘‘ by 


feel that they had added to the country hundreds , 


of millions of dollars, and added to its security and 
its safety; and that $116,000,000 or $120,000,000 
for objects so great, and so much for the interests 
of the country, would be the merest trifle in the 
world to this nation. I havg no doubt that the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from North 
Carolina is honestly moved for the best of pur- 
poses; but I hope it wilk not be sustained by the 
Senate, for I believe the inducements in the bill 
in the aggregate, considering the whole of these 
liens, are hardly sufficient now to induce men to 
put their capital into the roads and complete them, 
and I would not take out this inducement. 

Mr. BRAGG. Ihave but a word or two to 
say, sir; | will not detain the Senate. I was fully 
aware that the Senator from Massachusetts enter- 
tained the opinion which he has just expressed, 
that the Government of the United States never 
would be reimbursed the amount which it was 
proposed to expend in the building of these roads, 


services so rendered.”’ 
Mr. BRAGG. 
the amendment. 
Senate, 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 9, nays 35; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bragg, Clingiman, Grecn,Hunter,Johnson 
of ‘Tennessee, Kennedy, Mason, Powell, and Thomson—9. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bright, Cam- 
eron, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessen- 
den, Fiteh, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Gwin, Hale, Harian, 


There seems to be a very thin 


| Hemphill, Johnson of Arkansas, Lane, Latham, Morrill, 


Nicholson, Polk, Kice, Saulsbury, Seward, Simmons, Sum 
ner, ‘Ten Eyck, Wade, Wigfall, Wilkinson, and Wilson—35. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BRAGG. I have one more amendment 
to offer, and I will trouble the Senate no further. 
I move to strike out the proviso at the end of the 


fifth section, to this effect: 


while the Senator from Califoraia, [Mr. Gwin, ] 


who has this bill so much at heart, avowed the 
other day a very different opinion. He thought 
ihe enterprise would be one that would remuner- 
ate these companies, and be a paying one. 

Mr. GWIN. ButI said at the same time, that 
if it never paid a dollar, but would take the sum 
of $100,000,000 to build it, I would vote for it, 
because it ought to be built. 

Mr. BRAGG. I have no doubt of that. The 
Senator would vote ten times that amount, or ten 
times that, in order to carry through the bill. 

Mr, GWIN, The Senator is very much mis- 
taken. I would not vote ten times that, if it would 
not be for the benefit of the country. 

Mr. BRAGG. There is not the least doubt 
of it. The Senator has very enlarged views on 
that subject, especially when anything concerns 
California. We all know that here from expe- 
rience. 


Well, sir, various amendments have been put || 


upon ‘this bill for the purpose of securing some 
control on the part of the Government of the Uni- 
ted States over these corporations. 


[t has been | 


Provided, That $2,000,000 in like bonds shall be added to 
the gross suin for every year’s reduction of the time of coim- 
pleting the work, payable as the bonds before named. 


l ask for the yeasand nayson | 


I suppose that that provision applies to both | 


the northern and the southern routes, as 
incorporated in the bill; for by a portion of sec- 
tion fifteen, relating to the southern route, it is 


| ** provided, that each and every provision, condi- 


tion, limitation, and restriction therein before ap- 
plied to or imposed on the company or corpora- 
tion undertaking the construction of the railway 


| and telegraph lines, starting,’’ as the first part of 
' the bill specifies, shall apply to this other line. I 


suppose, of course, it applies to the northern route, 


now | 
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just offered we should have the yeas and nays. | 
ask that the yeas and pays may be taken upon it, 

Several Senators. 
Senate. 

Mr. MASON. I understand the bill is now 
reported to the Sevate. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
how Is on concurring Wy the amendments adopted 
as in Committee of the Whole. The Senator 
can renew the amendment as soon as th question 
is taken on them. 

Mr. GWIN. The ean renew his 
amendment in a moment, after this question is dis- 
yosed of. 

Mr. MASON. [ask that thatamendment mav 
be excepted, so that.we may have the yeas and 
nays on it in the Senate. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The bul is now m the 


Senator 


That amend - 


/ ment not having been adopted, the question will 


not be taken on uw; but the Senator can move it 
again, and may have the yeas and nays upon it, 
if he requests it. 

Mr. GWIN.. [hope there will be no objection 
to taking the question on all the amendments that 
are not excepted. Senators can ¢ xcept those on 
which they wish to have a separate vote. Ll want 
to except the amendment offered by the Senator 


| from North Carolina [Mr. Brace] in line one 


hundred and four, page 5. I desire to propose 
an amendment to it, and therefore I except it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, It is moved 
that the question be taken collectively on concur 
ring in the amendments made as in Committee of 
the Whole, withthe exception of those that Sen- 
ators shall except, so that the vote may be taken 
on them separately, and upon the others colleet- 
ively. ‘That will be considered the sense of the 
Senate, unless objected to. The Senator from 
California indicates one that he wishes to be ex- 
cepted. 

Mr. GWIN. I will indicate another. It is en 
page 9, commencing with line forty-seven. It is 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.Wuxson,] that no second bonds 


| shall ever be issued by the company. 


| vote on it. 


as inserted by the amendment of the Senator from 


Minnesota. 1 move to strike out that proviso. 
The amendment was rejected, 
Mr. MASON. I move to strike from the bill 
all that part of it that contains appropriations by 
the Federal Government to either of the roads; 


| and I do it, not from any idea that the motion will 


found a very difficult thing so to arrange the bill || 


as to keep what Senators consider a salutary con- 
trol on the part of this Government. I agree with 
the Senator from Massachusetts; I do not believe 
that the interest of this investment will ever be 
paid by the service to be rendered; but it does not 


necessarily follow, as the Senator says, that these | 
roads are to be sold out under the mortgage that | 


the United States is to take; that those mortgages 
are to be foreclosed, and the roads put up in mar- 
ket, and sold to the highest bidder, if they do not 
pay. 


upon the whole property, to be satisfied as other 
liens are to be satisfied, according to the ordinary 
laws of the land; not to be confined to the mere 
amount which the Government may owe to these 
corporations for transportation, but to be a mort- 
gage and a lien on the whole work, to be put in 
Operation at any time, should the Government 
find it necessary to do it. 

I donot know what may occur when those roads 
are built, 1 think this amendment will be found 


necessary in theend, though, if one or more of thena | 
If thisGovernment has not, and cannot | 
ave, the control,even under the amendments now || 


is built. 


to be put in the bill, then it oughtte have. A 
mortgage unrestricted, in the way I have stated, 


But the effect of the amendment which I | 
propose will be, to give the United States a lien | 








| public debt. 


prevail, but that it may remain upon record to 
show that, on the part of Virginia, as one of her 
representatives, I put it there as a memorial and 
a protest against the State being responsible for 


any portion of this new debt thus madé. There | 
is a possibility—perhaps a probability—that the | 
time may occur, may be nearly at hand, when it 


may be necessary for the several States to ascer- 
tain and take upon themselves a portion of the 
This is a public debt now to be in- 
curred; and I move to strike it out, in order that 


| ata future day the State that I represent, if the 


oceasion should occur, may not be charged with 
any portion of that debt. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, Itismoved that | 
the bill be amended by striking out all that por- | 


tion which makes an appropriation out of the || 


Treasury for either of the roads. 


Mr. MASON. The Secretary can indicate pre- | 


cisely the portions that will be stricken out. 
The amendment was rejected. 
Mr.GWIN. Now,I hope the bill will be 
reported to the Senate. 
he bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


is, will the Senate concur in the amendments made | 


as in Committee of the Whole? 


Mr.SEWARD. I wish you to except also the 
amendment by which the third road was added. 

Mr. GWIN. I will except that also. 

Mr. SEWARD. I had not an opportunity to 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I desire to have excepted 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Ore- 
gon [Mr. Lane] for the building of a road from 
Sacramento to Portland. Ido not know the pre~ 
cise terms of the amendment. 

Mr. GWIN. Now,I hope the question will 
be taken on all the other amendments in the ag- 
gregate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Those excep- 
tions will be noted by the Secretary. 

Mr. LATHAM. Is the vote to be taken sep- 
arately on the amendments excepted ? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The vote will 


| be first taken on the amendments that are notex- 
| cepted collectively, and then the vote will be taken 
| on each of the excepted amendments by itself. 


Mr. LATHAM. I wish to except all the ad- 
ditional names that have been put in the first sec- 
tion of the bill; I wanta separate vote on that 
amendment, There are one hundred and sixteen 
names mentioned there as corporators: and I de- 


| sire the Senate to indicate whether that number 
| shall constitute the company, or whether they will 


leave the company as it was originally in the bill 
as sent to us from the House of Representatives. 
I wanta separate vote on that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ment will also be excepted. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to inquire whether 
it will be in order, after we have passed upon the 
amendments made as in Committee of the Whole, 
to move to strike from the bill all but the central 


That amend- 


| route, so as to have a distinct vote upon that? 


Mr. GWIN. I hope we shall concur in all the | 
amendments but those that Senators may except. | 


Senators can indicate such as they wish to be ex- 
cepted, on which they want a separate vote; and 
then the Senate can concur in all the fest. I sup- 
pose there will be no objection to that course. 


Mr. MASON. 


future use, as the final vote is about to be taken 
in the Senate, that upon the amendment which I |. 


Perhaps it may be as well for | 


| ficer, before he decides that, whether it will 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks it would. \ 
Mr. HALE. I do not want to raise any ques- 
tion; but | desire to suggest to the Presiding Of- 
be in 
order to strike out that which the Senate have 
ordered to be inserted. Senators propose amend- 
ments, and they are adopted in committee, and 
the Senate order them to be inserted in the bill. 
Will it be im order to move to strike them out 
afterwards? 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Notseparately; | 


but, in the opinion of the Chair, a motion to strike 
out those with other matter would be in order. 

Mr. HALE. I think the Chair is right. 

Mr. GREEN. A separate vote is reserved on 
the northern route, and you have a right to strike 
out the southern route; and that will accomplish 
what the Senator from Illinois wants. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I wish to ask whether 
the first amendment has been excepted? It is in 


line seven, of the first section, after the word | 


** Miasouri,’’ to insert the words: 


“At the mouth of the Kansas rivers and proceeding 
thence up the valley of said river, to the vicinity of Fort 
Riley.” 

Mr. GWIN. That has not been excepted. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 1 wish to except it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That willalso 
be noted. 

Mr. POLK. There was another amendment 
offered by the Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. 
DooutttLe,] in consequence of the adoption of 
that amendment. 
gether. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
ment? 

Mr. POLK. 
the roud to pass ‘‘at or near Fort Kearny.’ 

Mr. CHANDLER. I except that likewise. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will note that also. 

Mr. LATHAM. I do not wish to be under- 
stood as excepting that portion of the first section 
which refers to the associates of the subscribers 
and corporators, It is merely the additional 
names that I wish to except. 

The amendments not excepted were concurred 
in; there being, ona division—ayes twenty-seven, 
noes not counted. 

Mr. GWIN. Now let us take separate votes 
on the excested amendments in their order. 


Where was that amend- 
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| . 
spent not only hundreds of thousands, but mil- 
lions of dollars, which will be complete very soon 
to the city of St. Louis. 
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Mr. CHANDLER. That road is not yet com- | 


pleted. 
Mr. POLK. 
other is begun. 
Mr. CHANDLER. 


that regard. 


Then I was mistaken in 
I supposed there was no railroad 


It will be completed before the 


connection there, and hence this terminus would | 


be of no use. But, though there may be railroad 
connection at this point, it is better that it should 
be left to the option of this company to terminate 
it where it is to their best interest, either at St. 
| Joseph, or at Kansas City, as they may see fit. A 
| railroad is already couned from St. Joseph to 


|| Philadelphia, Baltimore, New York, and all the 


| great cities; and J think it should be left to the 

| discretion of the company to terminate their road 

| where it is for their interest to do so. I hope the 
amendment will not be concurred in. 


‘|| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


I suppose the two will go to- | 
| 


| The 


In the same section; it requires 


is: ** Will the Senate concur in the amendment?”’ 
The amendment was concurred in. 
PRESIDING OFFICER. The next 


| amendment is in section one, in line eleven, after 


‘* Missouri river,’’ to insert ‘‘at or near Fort | 


Kearny.”’ 


|| Mr. POLK and Mr. LATHAM. That was 


|| included in the last. 


| 


j 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 


suggest, to save time, that the amendments be | 


tuken up in their order. The first amendment 
excepted will be read. 

The Secretary read it: To insert after the word 
** Missouri,”’ in line seven of the first section, the 
words ‘at the mouth of the Kansas river, and 
proceeding thence up the valley of said river to 
the vicinity of Fort Riley:” so that the section 
will read: 

‘That to insure the safe, certain, and speedy transporta- 
tion of mails, troops, and public stores trom the western 
border of what is called our western States, by railroad, to 
wit: starting from two points, one on the western border 
of the State of Missouri, at the mouth of the Kansas river, 
and proceeding thence up the valley of said river to the vicin- 
ity of Fort Riley, and the other on the western border of 
Iowa, with two converging lines bearing westward and 
uniting within two hundred miles of the Missouri river, &c. 

Mr. POLK. That takes in the amendment in 
line eleven, to insert ** at or near Fort Kearny.*’ 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the Senate will not 
concur in that amendment. I think it should be 
left to the company to select their route, and to 
say where it shall commence. There is already 
a railroad communication open to St. Joseph, 
which is, I think, some forty or fifty miles fur- 
ther west than the point here named; and by going 
to St. Joseph, the building of some forty or fifty 
miles of railroad may be saved. That may not be 
the best terminus, or it may; I think it should be 
left open to the contractors to decide whether they 
will terminate their road at St. Joseph, or at Kan- 
sas City, where there is no connecting road, or 
wherever it is for their interests and the interests 
of the country to locate it. So far as the Fort 
Kearny amendment is concerned, I can see no 
reason whatever for that. There is simply a 
wagon road there, that costs nothing or next to 
nothing to build; and I see no reason at all for 
taking this railroad there. 

Mr. POLK. 1 do not propose to discuss this 
matter now. I merely wish to correct a misap- 
prehension that I think the Senator from Mich- 
igan is under. [have already said, When the Sen- 
ate was in Committee of the Whole, on this 
amendment all that | propose to say, except that 
I think the Senator is mistaken in the distance; 
and he is also mistaken when he gives the Senate 
the impression, as | think he does, that starting 
itat or near the meuth of the Kansas would not 
give ita railroad connection. It connects there 
with the Pacific railroad of Missouri, now nearly 
finished, and on which the State of Missouri has 





| 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be con- 
sidered as included in the other vote, unlessa sep- 
}arate vote is asked. [‘*Agreed.”’] The next 
| amendment is to insert after ** California,’’ in the 
| fifteenth line of the first section: 

Thence branching north through the valleys of Sacra- 
| mento and Rogue rivers, Umpqua and Willamette, to Port- 
land, in Oregon ; and for the construction of this branch a 
| grant of alternate sections of land for six miles on each 
| side of said road ix hereby made, to be selected, in odd num- 
| bers, from the nearest unoccupied and unappropriated ag- 

ricultural lands. 
| Mr. LANE. I suppose no one will have any 
objection to changing the word ‘north’? to 
| **northerly”’ in that amendment. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. That change 
will be made by common consent. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. That is an amendment to 
the bill, which I desired to have excepted. I will 
state, ina single word, my objection to it. By 
an amendment which has been made to the bill, 
a route has been added from Lake Superior to 
Puget Sound, with a branch to Portland, this 
same point. This isa railroad, in fact, in the State 
of California and in the State of Oregon, running 
parallel with the coast of the Pacific ocean, about 
four hundred miles in length, It is a railroad en- 
tirely within the States, an addition to the length 
of the line of some four hundred miles. If there 
were simply a grant of land to the States of Cali- 
fornia and Oregon to aid in the construction of 
that road, I would freely vote for such a grant; 
but as it comes in as a part of this bill, the money 
grant also, as I suppose, goes with it; and there- 
tore I cannot vote for it. 

Mr.GREEN. Theaggregate amount of money 
| appropriated is not increased one dollar by this 
amendment. Therefore they can get nothing but 
the land. The limitation still continues. 

Mr. LANE. I will not discuss the importance 
/of this extension—I did that before—but I will 
| simply ask for the yeas and nays. 
| The yeas and em were ordered. 
| Mr, PUGH. I shall vote for this amendment, 
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| NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, C 

Messrs. y, Chandler, Clark, ¢ 
Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, iesscaden, Fane 
Grimes, Hale, Harlan, King, Morrill, Seward, Simmons. 
Sumner, Ten Eyck, ‘Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—22. ’ 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sec 
will read the next amendment. 

_ Mr.GWIN. I hope that the reading of the 
next amendment will be dispensed with. It js 
merely as to the insertion of names. It is un- 

to read them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on concurring in the amendment made as jn 
Committee of the Whole, inserting the names of 
individuals in the first section of the bil). 

Mr. CHANDLER. Is it in order to move to 
insert another name before that is acted on? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks not. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The nex: 
/ amendment is in section one, line one hundred 
_ and four,after the word * constructed,”’ to insert 
**nor until said acts of incorporation shall have 
been submitted toand approved by the Congress 
of the United States.” 

Mr. GWIN. I propose to amend that amend- 
ment, by striking it aH out except the word * nor,” 
and inserting ‘if said act of incorporation shal} 
be disapproved by the Congress of the United 
States at the ensuing session.’? My object is to 
give the next session of Congress the control of 
this question. ‘That is to say, if they disapprove 
of these acts of incorporation, let Congress say so, 


retary 





because the Senate have refused to agree to the | ) 
motion of the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Bey- | has the right to disapprove all these acts of incor- 


and nullify the action that may be taken under 
this law up to that time; but I want to make the 
| legislation positive on the part of the next Con- 
gress, and not give the power of delaying the 
work, putting it off for years, and thereby defeat- 
ing the object of the bill. 

Mr. BRAGG. 1 hope the Senate will not agree 
| to the amendment of the Senator from California. 
| I think it completely emasculates the amendment 
which I offered, and which was adopted in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole, and makes it virtually 
| amount to nothing. It will be observed that the 
| amendment offered by the Senator from Califor- 
nia does not even require these aets of incorpora- 
tion to be submitted to Congress. How we are 
to get them here I do not know. The amend- 
ment, instead of requiring these acts of incorpora- 
tion to be submitted to Congress, and approved by 
Congress at its next session, only provides that 
the title to the lands and the bonds granted to the 
company shal} not vest until they are incorpo- 


|| 
| 
| rated, ‘nor if said acts of incorporation shall be 
disapproved by the Congress of the United States 
| 





them to be submitted to Congress at all; there is 
no provision in the amendment offered by the 
Senator from California to that effect. It is a 
very ingenious way, it seems to me, of completely 
emasculating the amendment which I offered, and 
making it amount to nothing. The acts of incor- 
poration never will be submitted here under this 
| amendment, and we shall hardly know what they 
| are, certainly not officially; and it seems to me 
that in that shape it will amount to just nothing 
|| atall. If there is anything in the argument the 
Senator has urged, that the gentlemen who under- 
take to build this road will not know what to be 
|| at, it applies with just as much force to hisamend- 
| ment as to mine, if his amendment amounts to 
anything; because Congress still has control, and 


at the ensuing session;” but it does not require 





| JAMIN,] to strike out so much of the bill as pro- || poration. How, in what way, they are to signify 
| vides for the construction of railroads within the || theirdisapproval; how much or what part of these 


| States of Texas and California. I can see no 
| reason why we should not extend an equal de- 
| gree of favor to Oregon. I am opposed to the 
| whole of it. I do not intend to vote for the bill 
as long as any provision is made for the constrac- 
tion of any road in any State; but still, the bill 


containing provisions for the construction of roads | 


in Texas and California, I see no reason why 
Oregon should not have equal favor; and there- 
fore, while I am against the whole system, I shall 
vote for this amendment. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 28, nays 22; as follows: 

VEAS—Messrs. Baker, Bayard, Bragg, Bright, Cling- 
man, Douglas, Fitch, Foot, Green, Gwin, Heanphill, Hun- 
ter, Johnson of Arkansas, Keanedy, Lane, Latham, Mason, 
Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Pugh, Rice, Saulsbury, 
Sebastian, Thomson, Wigfal!l, and Wilkinson—28. 


! acts, if they disapprove of them, is to be effectual, 
| and what part is to be ineffectual, the amendment 
| does not provide. In other words, as I said just 
1 now, in my humble judgment, it is a very inge- 
|| nious way of getting rid of the amendment which 
| the Senate, after full consideration, incorporated 
| } 

| 


into the bill when acting as in Committee of the 


|| Mr.G@WIN. My only object is to have this 
| question definitively settled at the next session. 
Centaialy the Congress of the United States can 
/ command all these acts of incorporation to be 
_ placed before them, and no doubt will do it, if 
| they wish to investigate them. It puts a kind of 

guard over the matter, and fixes a time for the law 
to go into operation in the event that Congress 
|| does not disapprove the acts of incorporation. 
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Mr. BAKER. I hope the amendment of the 
Senator from California will be adopted. I have 
examined it carefully, and it is just as he says. 
As the amendment stands now in the bill, any 
delay on the part of Congress, at Its next session, 
would entirely defeat the road. This amendment 
merely changes whata lawyer would call the bur- 
den of proof. It requires Congress to dissent 


——_——- 








from the act of incorporation in a certain time, or 


else the road goes on. : 

Mr. SIMMONS. I hope that amendment will 
not prevail. If these people cannot come here 
with such acts of incorporation as will be approved 
by Congress, they ought not to have the road, or 
to have the moncy. 

Mr. BRAGG. Lask for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FESSENDEN and others. 
question ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from California to the amendment which was 
adopted in Committee of the Whole. The amend- 
ment which was adopted in Committee of the 
Whole was to add to the proviso, at the end of 


What is the 


the first section of the bill, ** nor until said acts | 


of incorporation shall have been submitted to, and 
approved by, the Congress of the United States.”’ 
The Senator from California proposes so to amend 
itas to make it read, ** nor if said acts of incor- 


poration shall be disapproved by the Congress of | 


the United States at its ensuing session.”’ 
question is on the amendment to the amendment, 
on which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 
Mr. HUNTER. 
Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bieter.] 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 19, nays 25; as follows: 


The | 


I have paired off with the | 





tion of the road. If we do not do it we shall fol- 
low theexample set in other parts of the country 
heretofore, and we shall have a set of speculators 
and stock-gamblers brought into the road, and 
they will not put their money init; they will come 
in to make money out of it, to make a job of it, 
to cheat the honest men who put their money in 
the road, as has been done heretofore, and mort- 
gage the road, and before we get through, the 
whole thing will be thrown on our hands. 

Thatis my deliberate judgment; and the history || 
of railroad building in this country for twenty | 
years sustains me in this policy. This tends to 
honesty; the other, | believe, will invite dishonest 


| men into the road—stock-gamblers, a class of men |! 


that I do not wish to see in it in any way what- || 
ever. I want to offer inducements to bring into | 
this road men of talent, men of character, men |} 
who are willing to invest something init. I be- | 
lieve the good of the country requires it; and I || 
say here to-day, that if this amendment be stricken 

out, the time will come when we shall wish, and || 


the country will wish, we had kept this check |) 


i have been built, and I have been benefited in the 


YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Cameron, Douglas, Fitch, Foot, || 


Foster, Grimes, Gwin, Hemphiil, Johuson of Arkansas, | 
Lane, Latham, Nicholson, Powell, Rice, Sebastian, Sew- | 


ard, Wigfall, and Wilkinson—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Bragg, Bright, Chan- 
dler, Clark, Clingman, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, 
Fessenden, Green, King, Morrill, Polk, Pugh, Saulsbury, 


Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Thomson, Trumbull, Wade, || scribed by bona fide men of capital which it will | 


and Wilson—25. 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- | 


jected; and the question recurring upon the amend- 


ment made as in. Committee of the Whole, it was | 


concurred in. 


The question was next stated to be on concur- | 


ring in the amendment made in the fourth section, 


| legitimate way they can. 


| of this amendment will be a fatal clause in the 
| bill. . 


by inserting after ** United States,’’ in the forty- || 


| 


seventh line, the words: 


And no mortgage, or construction bonds, shall ever be 
issued by said company on said road, or mortgage or lien 
made in any way except to the United States. 


Mr. GWIN. 


Ido not want to occupy the time || adoption of this amendment will defeat the object 


of the Senate, but I look on this as a matter of | 


vital consequence. A vastamountof money will 
have to be raised by the subscribers. 
mortgage will secure the United States. The 
Government is to have the first lien on the road, 
which is asuflicient guarantee to the United States 
for the payment of the indebtedness of the com- 
pany to them, if it shall ever be able to pay any 
debt at all. Then the amendment offered this 
morning by the Senator from New Hampshire, 


iving the control to the Congress of the United || 


States, and giving them a supervision over this | 


work, if there is any abuse in it, it seems to me || 


answers the purpose which the Senator from 
Massachusetts had when he offered this amend- 
ment. I am afraid this would so cripple the work 
on both routes, that it might prevent anything 


effective in building either of the roads, and therc- | 


fore L hope it will not be adopted. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
will not be adopted. If moneyed men see fit to 
take second mortgage bonds of this company, I 
sce no reason why we should undertake to inter- 
fere between the company and those who are will- 
ing to advance money to carry on the road. It 
looks to me like a necdless interference with the 
progress of the work, and L hope the amendment 
will not he adopted. 


Mr. WILSON, I do not wish to take up the 


[ hope this amendment 


time of the Senate, but I think we had better stand | 


by the vote adopting this amendment, and adhere 
to this policy, for the reason that if it stands in 
the bill it will induce men to gointo the measure, 


and men only who are willing to put their money | 
I think it will tend to secure the construc- 


Isto it, 


| 


| tion of the road or roads, that if the amendment 
The first || 


aiibonentee 


upon it. hat is my judgment. | 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is men of capital who || 
build railroads anywhere and everywhere. If || 
those men of capital, after having placed, as they || 
supposed, the requisite amount in the road to com- | 
plete it, discover that it takes a million, or two mil- 


stand ready to take their bonds, and they have | 
advanced all they are willing to advance for the | 
completion of the road, why should we prohibit | 
them from raising money in that way? I ap- 
preciate the argument of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, for lam asufferer in that way myself. 
I have sacrificed stock and bonds; but the roads | 


building of the roads. I want this road built, 
and whether it be built on stock or not is imma- 
terial to me, so that the road itself be built, and 
I believe the only way to insure its completion, 
is to enable the stockholders to raise money in any | 
I do not believe that 
you can get the enormous amount of stock sub- 


take to complete this road; but I do believe that 
these men of capital, after having subscribed all 
they are willing to subscribe, will be enabled to 
raise money upon bonds that moneyed men con- 
sider to be good securities. I think the insertion 





The question being taken, there were, on a 
division—ayes twenty-five. 

Mr. GWIN. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FITCH. It is so manifest to me that the | 


of the bill, and effectually prevent the construc- 


be adopted, I shall feel constrained to vote against | 
the bill in all its phases. If the stockholders are 


willing, after subscribing and paying to the ex- || 


tent of their ability, to mortgage their own credit, | 
(and the amount they have subscribed is the basis | 


of the loan.) it is their loss, and they incur the || 





loss with their eyes open. If you prohibit them 
from borrowing after expending all their own 
means, the road falls, necessarily falls, and the | 
very object of the bill will be clearly defeated by | 


Mr. WILSON. Allow me to state this point | 


| to the Senator from Indiana: if the managers of 


this road are allowed to mortgagé the road, they | 
can do so, and the original stockholders will be 


| 
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|, not prejudicially. 


the oe of the amendment. 1 


cheated altogether. Has not this been the experi- |' 


ence of thecountry? The result hasbeen thatthe | 
honest portion ofthe community thatinvested their 


| 


' means to build railroads, have lost their money, | 


lost their stock, lost their bonds; and the mana-» 
gers and jobbers and speculators have lost their | 
character, but a great many of them have made | 
money out of it. If I had millions of dollars, I 
would not take a dollar in this road, if the man- 
agers of it could mortgage it away, for | would 
know that I shou!d lose every dollar of it; and I 
tell you they will lose every dollar if the man- | 
agers have this power. We offer great induce- 
ments to go into this road. We give to the cen- | 
tral road $60,000,000 and a large quantity of land; | 


| and now, if the moneyed men, and the people of | 


this country, cannot contribute the balance that | 


617 








God's sake, do not let us make this concern a cor- 
rupt jobbing concern; do not let men without 
character and without money take control of it, 
0 the hope of making some money out of the 
United States and out of these lands, putting ne 
money tn themselves, but cheating the honest 
man who is indaced to contribute to build the 
road from high considerations. 

Mr. FITCH. The mortgage can in no way 


| affect the interest of the United States—that is 


very certain—exceptit may be the means of more 
quickly completing the road; and therefore may 
affect the interest of the United States beneficially, 

The stockholders, under an 
amendment to the bill adopted at the suggestion 
of one of the Senators from Louisiana, can, if they 


| will, have control of the road; for any man, citi- 


zen or foreigner, can subscribe to this gtock, and 
make himself a party in the directory oP the road. 
If, then, after having subscribed and cxpended 
their own means to the extent either of their abil- 
ity or their willingness, they consent, through 
their representatives in the board of directory, to 


mortgage what they have expended, and procure 


money for the completion of the road, it is their 
lookout, not ours. It only expedites and secures 
the completion of the road, instead of retarding 


/ it. Ifthey are cheated, they are cheated by their 
| own agents; and the prospect that they may be 
| lion, or three million dollars more, and other men |! 


cheated will prolmbly induce them to be extremely 


_ cautious in the selection of a board of directors. 
| But to prohibit that mode of using the capitel 


which those men may subscribe, is to prohibit 
them from making the stock valuable to the very 


| men who themselves have taken it. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Ido not believe there has 
been a railroad built in the United States ten miles 
in length without the issue of bonds. I never 
heard of one. Certainly there has not been one 
built of fifty miles in length without issuing bonds. 
The projectors of a railroad obtain subscriptions 
to an amount sufficient, as they suppose, to com- 
plete the road; but when they come to construct 
it, they encounter a granite hill or, as in my own 
State, an almost bottomless lake. The expense 
of building the road is, thereby, enormously in- 
creased, unexpectedly increased. Does the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts suppose that when they 
have come to an obstacle of that kind, they are to 
obtain a new subscription to complete the road ? 
They nevercan doit. Upto that point their road 
is useless; while if they can complete it through, 
it is valuable. By the issuing of bonds or evi- 
dences of debt, they can raise money to complete 
the road. It may cost more; it may sink the cap- 
ital of the original subscribers to the stock; but it 
was sunk any way if the road stopped there, and 
it is not woth a farthing on the dollar if you stop 
ithalf way. Then, if you raise money, | care not 
if it be at a usurious rate of interest, to carry the 
road through, something may be made, whereas 
nothing will be made if you stop there. ‘That is 
precisely the case here. You propose t» build a 
railroad across the Rocky Mountains, but do you 
know how much money it will take to carry the road 
through those gulches: You know nothing aboutit. 
After you get subscriptions sufficient, as you sup- 
pose, to complete the road, you get up inte one of 
the passes of the mountains, and you find that 
you a $2,000,000, (the Senator from Massachu- 
setts says you shall not borrow this $2,000,000; ) 
who will come in and supply the money, unless 

ou can borrow it? Your security isample. You 
i already invested, as you suppose, money 
enough to build the road. it will not doit. You 
offer bonds that are satisfactory to moneyed men; 
your stockholders have exhausted themselves; 
they have paid up all their stock; they have in- 
vested all the money they are willing to invest; 
and now they come forward with securities that are 
perfectiy satisfactory to moneyed men, to carry 
the road through the pass; and the Senator from 
Massachusetts says it shall not be done. Sir, 
this proposition is an absurdity. upon is face. 
Na@ailroad-ever was built or, in my judgment, 
ever will be completed, without the power of bor- 
rowing money. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Michigan that, in just such a case as 


| he pe they can apply to Congress to get liberty 


to borrow. Let them put their money in and 
give some security, before you authorize them to 
hire money. It is for the very purpose of pre- 


is necessary, I am willing to vote more; but, for || venting stock-jolbing that this amendment ought 
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to be put in. If there isenough money subscribed || 
to complete the read to the Rocky Mountains, | 


and they met with an unexpected obstacle, cannot 
they apply to Congress saying, ** We have now 
spent $50,000,000, and cannotgetthrough; author- 
ize us to borrow $25,000,000,’’ and Congress 
would do it ina minute; but by holding out the 
idea that they are going to start on paper, and 


nothing but paper,except with what we give them, | 
you spoil the measure at once, and you cannot 


get a road at all, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
do now adjoarn. [‘*Oh,no!’’] 
past four o’clock. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask for the 
yeas and nays. [**Oh,no!’’] Let us see who 
votes to kill the bill after all this fuss. 

‘The yegs and nays were ordered; 
taken, resulted—yeas 26, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bayard, Bingham, Bragg, Cameron, 


and being 


~ 


Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Crittenden, Dixon, Durkee, | 
Fessenden, Fitch, Foot, Grimes, Hunter, King, Mason, | 


Morrill, Nicholson, Pugh, Saulsbury, Simmons, Sumner, 
Thomson. Wade, aid Wilkinson—25. 

NAYS — Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bright, Doolittle, 
Douglas, Foster, Green, Gwin, Harlan, Hemphill, Johnsen 
of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessec, Lane, Latham, Polk, 


lowell, Rice, Sebastian, Seward, ‘Ten Eyck, Trumbuil, || 


Wigfall, and Wilson—23. 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvurspay, January 29, 1861. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. J. G. Burrer. 
Lhe Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 





Prayer 


Mr. THEAKER, from the Cominittec on En- | 


rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled the follow- 
tng bills; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 377) for the relief of David 
C. Whiting; 


An act (H. R. No. 321) for the relief of Robert | 


A. Mathews; and 


sas into the Union. 
PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


before the House a communicatioa from the act- | 
iug Commissioner of Patents, transmitting, agree- | Williamson, Joseph F. Randolph, Frederick T. Freling- 
ably to the design of Cengress, as indicated by | 
the appropriation of June 25, 1860, ‘* fer the col- || 
jection of agricaluiral statistics, investigations | 
for promoting agriculture and rural economy, | 


aad the procuring of cuttings and seeds ’’—the 
agricultural portion of the Patent Office report; 
which was laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 


On motion of Mr. GURLEY, it was 


Ordered, ‘That it be referred to the Committee on Print- | 


ing, to inquire into the expediency of printing extra nuin- 
bers of said report. 
NEW JERSEY RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. ADRAIN. IL ask leave to present to the 
House the joint resolutions adopted recently by 
the Legislature of New Jersey. I ask that they 
be read, laid on the table, and printed. 

Mr. COLFAX. 


ception of the resolutions; but if the gentleman 


insists upon their being read, I must call for the | 


regular order of business. 

Mr. ADRAIN. 
spect to the Legislature of New Jersey, that the 
resolutions be read. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I believe that it has been 


the uniform custom, whenever the resolutions of | 


a State Legislature have been presented, to re- 
ceive them as a privileged question, and to have 
them read, as a matter of course. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Is that an 


official copy of the resolutions, certified by the | 


proper officers of the Legislature ? 
N 


terday, and | can see no reason why these should 
not be read. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Those resolutions are cut 
from a newspaper and sent up to the Speaker. 
Theyought not to be presented in thatway. They 
should come properly authenticated. ~ 

‘The SPEAKER. 
reading the resolutions ? 


I move that the Senate | 
Itis nearly half 


I have no objection to the re- 


It is but showing proper re- | 


r. ADRAIN. The resolutions ‘adopted™by | 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania were read yes- | 
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read. They are as follows: 


| 
Joint Resolutions on the state of the Union, passed by the 


Lezislature of New Jersey. 


Whereas the people of New Jersey, conforming to the | 


opinion of * the Father of his Country,” consider the unity 


of the Government, which constitutes the people of the | 


United States one people, a main pillar in the edifice of 


their independence, the support oftheir tranquillity athome | 


and peace abroad, of their prosperity, and of that liberty 
which they so highly prize; and properly estimating the 
immense value of their national Union to their individual 


happiness, they cherish a cordial, habitual, and immova- | 
ble attachment to it as the palladium of their political | 


safety and prosperity: Therefore, 

1. Be it resolved bythe Senate and General Assembly of 
the State of New Jerse#, Tiiat it is the duty of every good 
citizen, in all suitable and proper ways, to stand by and sus- 
tain the Union of the States as transmitted to us by our 
fathers. 

2. And be it resolved, That the Governmentof the United 
States is a National Government, and the union it was 
designed to perfect is pot a mere compact or league; and 
that the Constitution was adopted in a spirit of mutual 


compromise and coucession by the people of the United | 


States, and cau only be preserved by the constant recogni- 
tion of that spirit. 

3. Ind he it resolved, That however undoubted may be 
the right of the General Government to maintain its au- 
thority and enforce its laws over all parts of the country, 
it is equally certain that forbearance and compromise are 
indispensable at this crisis to the perpetuity of the Union; 
and that it is the dietate of reason, wisdom, and patriotism, 
peacefully to adjust whatever differences exist between the 
different sections of our country. 

4. And be it resolved, 'Viat the resolutions and proposi- 


tions submitted to the Senate of the United States by Hon. | 


Joun J. Crirrenpen, of Kentucky, for the compromise of 
the questions in dispute between the peopte of the northern 


and of the southern States, or any other constitutional | 


method of settling the slave question permanently, will be 
acceptable to the people of the State of New Jersey, and 
the Senators and Representatives in Congress from New 
Jersey be requested, and earnestly urged, to support these 
resolutions and propositions. 

5. And be it resolved, That as the union of these States 
is in imminent danger unless the remedies before suggested 
be speedily adopted, then, as a last resort, the State of New 
Jersey hereby makes application, according to the terms of 
the Constitution, of the Congress of the United States, to 
call a convention (of the Siates) to propose amendments 
to said Cohstitution. 


force laws which interfere with the constitutional rights of 


|| citizens of the other States either in regard to their persons 
Anact(H.R. No. 23) forthe admission of Kan- || 


or property, or which tailitate against the just construction 
of that part of the Constitution that provides that the * cit- 
izens of each State shall be entitled toatl the privileges and 
immunities of citizens in the several States,” are earnestly 
urged and requested, for the sake of peace and the Union, 
to repeal all such laws. 

7. And be it resolved, That his Excellency, Charles 8, 
Olden, Peter D. Vroom, Robert F. Stockton, Benjamin 


huysen, Rodmam M. Price, Thomas J. Stryker, and William 
C. Alexander, be appointed commissioners to confer with 


portance of carrying into effect the principles ahd objects 
of the foregoing resolutions. E 

8. And be it resolved, That the commissioners above 
named, in addition to their other powers, be authorized to 
meet with those now or hereafter to be appointed by our 


| sister State of Virginia, and such commissioners of other | 


| States as have been or may hereafter be appointed, to meet 
at Washington on the 4th day of February next. 

9. And be it resolved, That copies of the foregoing reso- 
lutions be sent to the President of the Senate and Speaker 
of the House of Representatives of the United States, and 

| to the Senators and Representatives in Congress from New 
| Jersey, and to the Governors of the several States. 


The resolutions were then laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. ELIOT, by unanimous consent, introduced 
the following resolution; which was read, consid- 
ered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Court of Claims be requested to re- 
turn to this House'the papers in the case of Charles Gordon, 


herctofore referred to said court by the House of Repre- 
| sentatives. 


} 
| LAWS OF NEW MEXICO. 
| 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
| before the House a copy of the laws of New Mex- 


} 

| CIILARLES GORDON. 
| 
| 


}4coe passed during the session of 1859 and 1860; 


which was referred to the Committee on Territo- 


HULL AND COZZENS. 


Mr. BURNHAM. J ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to discharge the Committee of 
| the Whole from the farther consideration of the 
| bill (H. R. No. 624) for the relief of Hull & Coz- 
'zens and John Naylor & Co., in order that it 
| may be put upon its passage. 
| he bill was read for information. 
| Mr. THOMAS. I call for the regular order of 


Is there any obfection to || business. 


| Mr. BURNHAM. I think the gentleman will 





No objection beinz made, the resolutions were || allow me to have this bill put upon its passace 


} bill. 





|| lantic and the Pacific coast. 


. a / 
6. .4nd be it resolved, That such of the States as have in 





Congress and our sister States, and urge upon them the im- | 
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if he will listen to me for about a minute. It js 
a matter of considerable interest to the parties 
Will the gentleman withdraw his objection, and 
allow me to make a statement? 

Mr. THOMAS. I have no objection to the 
gentleman’s making an explanation, if 1 shall sti}! 
have a right to object. 

Mr. BURNETT. Itis unnecessary to do that. 
I am thoroughly satisfied that all bills referrine 
accounts of this character to the heads of Depart- 


ments are wrong, and that the amount to be paid 


ought to be specifically set forth. I speak feel. 
ingly upon this subject, because I got such a bil! 
passed once which I regret very much; and I do 


not intend that any more such bills shall pass, if 


I can help it. 
POST ROUTE BILL. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is called upon to 
proceed with the regular order of business. The 
regular order of business is the consideration of 
the amendments of the Senate to the post route 


Mr. COLFAX. 


Mr. Speaker, Iam instructed 


| by the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads to obviate, as far as possible, the objections 
made by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Suer- 
MAN] and the gentleman from Pennsylvania, { Mr. 
Srevens,] the other day, in regard to the expense 
of this daily overland route to the Pacific, by 


| offering a modification of the amendment to come 


in at the end of the section, It is in reference to 
the rates of newspaper postage between the At- 
By the law of 30th 
of August, 1852, it was enacted that the newspa- 
per postage of the United States should be one 
cent upon each newspaper (except in the State 
where published) weighing less than three ounces, 
and one cent for each additional ounce. But sub- 
sequently a proviso was passed, by which it was 
declared that any person who paid a quarter’s 
postage in advance should have a reduction of half 
the postage, although the law requires them to 
pay the postage on newspapers in advance any 
way. [am unanimously instructed by the Post 
Ofiice Committee to present this modification, that 
the newspaper postage between the States and 
Territories east of the Rocky Mountains, and the 
States and Territories on the Pacific shall be one 
cent for each paper—the rate established by the 
law of 1852—without the reduction provided for 
in the proviso to which I have alluded. 

The Representatives from the Pacific coast, ! 
understand, are satisfied with this, on condition 
that a daily overland mail is granted by Congress. 
Upon conference with the Post Office Department, 
I am informed that this will increase the revenue 
from thirty to forty thousand dollars. The pro- 
vision we have already adopted, making the post- 
age to California and the Pacific upon letters uni- 
form at ten cents the half ounce, whether it passes 
over three thousand miles or not, will also increase 
the revenue from the California mails to anamount 
not definitely ascertained; but probably twenty or 
twenty-five thousand dollars. Saying nothing 
about the increase in correspondence, that will 
certainly result from these daily facilities, these 
two provisions will reduce the expense of this 
daily route over the present service to about one 
hundred and forty thousand dollars a year; and 
for this additional expense we shall receive thirty 
mails a month each way between the Atantic and 
the Pacific coasts, instead of five, and we shall also 
have the mails carried through five days quicker 
than at present. 

I therefore, by the direction of the Post Office 
Committee, submit what I send to the Clerk’s 
desk, as a modification, to come in. at the end of 
the section heretofore reported by the committee. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

After the said daily overland mail has gone into opera- 
tion, the postage between any State or Territory east of the 
Rocky Mountains and any State or Territory on the Pa- 
cific, on each newspaper, periodical, unsealed circular, or 
other article of printed matter, nut exceeding three ounces 


in weight, shail be one cent; and forevery additional ounce, 
or fraction of an ounce, one cent additional. 


Mr. PHELPS. What is the amendment pend- 


ing? 

The SPEAKER. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Moore,] which is 
as follows: in line seventeen of the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Cotrax,] strike out ‘ at least semi-weekly,”’ and 
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read: G 
Provided, That the contractor shall supply Denver City 
and Sait Lake City daily without extra charge, : 
Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, the condition of 
the Treasury admonishes us to endeavor to re- 
duce the expenditures of the Government, instead 
of increasing them. If there was sufficient money 
in the Treasury to defray the ordinary expenses 
of the Government without resorting to the aid of 
a loan, 1 should desire to see a daily overland 
mail to the Pacific coast established ; but in the 
present condition of affairs, { am constrained to 
oppose the proposition which is pending here. 


insert in lieu thereof * daily;’? so that it will 


TH 


The Secretary of the Treasury has communi- | 


cated to this House that, in addition to the reve- 
nue derived from customs, from the sale of the 
public lands, and from miscellaneous sources, and 
in addition to the $5,000,000 of ‘Treasury notes 
recently negotiated, he will need between this ume 
and the 30th of June next, $21,000,000 and up- 
wards, in order to meet demands upon the ‘Treas- 


ury authorized by existing laws. Thisstatement || 


is correct, as far as it goes, and was correct at the 
time it was made; but the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury has not embraced in that estimate the items 
of expenditure which are proposed in the defi- 


ciency bill, which has not yetbecomealaw. The | 


amount of money appropriated in the deficiency 
bill, as it passed the Llouse of Representatives, 


was the sumof $1,293,000. The Senate has added | 


to that, propositions involving $813,000. The 
House of Representatives has recently passed a 
bill appropriating the sum of $400,000 to defra 

the expenses of Indian wars in the State of Cali- 
fornia. In addition to that, we have an estimated 
deficiency of $437,000 for defraying the expenses 
of taking the census, which has to be met between 
this and the Ist of July next. In other words, 


then, if the deficiency bill shall become a law, and | 


if the House shall concur in the amendments 
which the Senate has placed upon the bill, and if 
the Senate shall pass the California war debt bill, 
which passed this [louse without objection, and 
which I presume will receive the sanction of the 


paying the marshals for making the enumeration | 
of the people of the United States, now due to 


them, and which must be paid before the Ist of 


July next, you will have added to the present lia- | 


bilities of the Government a sum of more than 
two million five hundred thousand dollars. In- 
stead, therefore, of being compelled by loans to 
provide for the sum of $21,677,000, as estimated 
by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, we must add 








a law, the Government will receive no money next 
year on account of the sales of public lands; 
whereas, if the present land system had been con- 
tinued, it was estimated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury that the receipts from the sales of pub- 
lic lands during the next fiscal year would have 
amounted to $3,000,000. 

This House has already passed a tariff bill, 
which is being considered in the other branch of 
Congress; and I predict that, under that tariff 
bill, if it should pass in the form in which it 
passed the Heuse of Representatives, there will 
not be as much revenue received as is received 
under the existing tariff bill. You must remem- 


ber that, at the present time, trade andcommerce | 
in every portion of the United States isdepressed. | 


The estimates for receipts from customs, up to 
the Ist July next, are but $16,000,000; and if the 
political troubles are not quicted, the amount of 


of the ‘Treasury has estimated. 

I say, then, that every measure thus far taken 
in the House has had a tendency to depreciate the 
public credit, instead of strengthening it. Instead 
of retrenching you are actualty launching out into 
new expenditures, and such as are not justified 


| revenue received will be less than the Secretary 


by the exigencies of the Treasury Department, or | 


the necessities of the country. 
Again, Mr. Speaker, at this very session of 


Congress—as if the public credit of the Govern- | 


ment was not sunk sufficiently low—this House 


must pass a Pacific railroad bill, burdening the | 


nation with an additional debt of $91,000,000. 


The effect of all this is to depreciate the credit of 


the Government, while we all know that the Gov- 
ernment must borrow $24,000,000 between now 
and the Istof July next. ‘These are the reasons 
why I am constrained to oppose the propositions 


submitted from the Committee on the Post Office || 


and Post Roads. The same objections extend to 


the amendments which the Senate has put upon 


this bill. 
One word now in regard to the last amendment 


| submitted by the chairman of the Post Office 
| Committee, proposing increased rates of postage 
Senate; and if we provide for this deficiency for || 


on newspapers between the Atlantic and Pacific | 


coasts. 


papers diminishes. At the last session of Con- 
gress a bill was passed making provision for the 


| establishment of a line of telegraph from the Mis- 


to that sum more than two million five hundred | 


thousand dollars; thus making it necessary for 
the Government to borrow nearly twenty-four 
million five hundred thousand dollars. 


souri river to San Francisco. That line of tel- 
egraph is now in process of construction. By it 
all important information and news will be com- 
municated to the people of the Pacific coast; and 
that will necessarily lead to the curtailment of the 


, circulation of newspapers published inthe Atlantic 


| States. 


1 submit to the members of this House whether |! 
they expect, in the present posture of affairs, that | 


an additional loan will be negotiated upon any 
better terms than the late loan? 


People will not have the same desire to 
receive those newspapers, because all the import- 
ant news contained In them will have been antici- 


_ pated by fifteen or twenty days, and will have | 
been already published by the local press on the 


Perhaps it may | 


be negotiated at the same rate of interest which | 


the last issue of Treasury notes bears, but cer- 


tainly not ata rate of interest more than one or | 
Those notes were | 
negotiated at a rate of nearly cleven per cent, | 


one and a half per cent. less. 


But it is now proposed to provide for this in- 
creased postal service, to commence on the Ist of 


July next, which is to be attended with an expense | 


of $800,000 per annum. You have already in- 
curred an expense of $1,500,000 for the calling 


into service, some time during the ensuing sum- | 


mer and fall, ef a regiment of mounted troops in 
the State of Texas. 


Then, again: on the $10,000,000 of Treasury | 
notes lately issued, there will be over a million | 


dollars of interest, payable in January or Febru- 
ary next. The House of Representatives, it ap- 
pave to me, has proceeded rather recklessly in 
leaping up expenditures during this session of 
Congress. 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Sre- 
veNs,] when he was discussing this question, ad- 
monishing his own political friends that they were 


not exercising that economy and that care in re- ' 


gard toexpenditures that are exercised on this side 
of the House. There was need of that advice, 
and I hope it will be received and acted on. Im- 
mediately on the assembling of Congress, this 


House passed a bill granting homesteads to actual | 
1 know that it was in accordance with || 


settlers, 


I was pleased the other day to hear | 


| sum. 
| does not relieve the Senate amendment from the 


I invite the attention of members to the | 
fact, that as lines of telegraph are extended 
| throughout the country, the cireulation of news- | 
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that the State of California was carried for Abra- 
ham Lincoln. It was for the simple reason that 
the Republican party advocated a daily overland 
mail, and were the epen and avowed friends of 
the Pacific railroad. On every stump and every 
hustings it was proclaimed by their oraters that, 
in the event of the i 


‘ Republican party getting eon- 
trol of the Government, a daily overland mail 
would be given to California, On behalf of that 
Slate, 1 now respectfully, in ali kindness and 
frankness, ask the Republican members of this 
House to carry out the plighted faith of their 
party. 

As far as the expense is concerned, the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. Pures} has gone fully 
and elaborately into that matter. I believe that 
the revenues to be derived. from a daily overland 
mail, after it has got fairly into operation, will re- 
pay the expenditures necessarily incurred in car- 
rying ttout. Believing that the Republican party 
will stand by its platform, and redeem its plighted 
faith to the people and State of California, 1 have 
nothing more to say. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I have only a word 
to say to the House on this subject, and thet word 
will be in reply to my friend and colleague, [Mr. 
Puenrs.}] I think it hardly fair that my colicague, 
who has already an overland mail running nght 
through thecenter of his district—an overland mail 
that carries nothing but letters; a mail.line that 
has proved itself unequal to the wants of the peo- 
ple; a mail line costing the Government $600,000 
a year, and fastened on the people more by the 
influence of my colleague than of any other ten 
members—lI say itis hardly generous in him to 
getup here now, when we ask but the pitiful sum 
of $200,000 in addition, to send to the people of 
the Pacific States thirty mails a month, laying 
down the mails of the United States every evening 
in San Francisco, and receiving them every even- 
ing in the Atlantic States—and,on the pretext 
that the Treasury is not in a condition to draw 
upon, to try to defeat this overland mail bill, and 
to prevent a daily mail to the Pacific coast. 

Mr. PHELPS. Does my colleague mean to 
intimate that the Treasury is not ma bankrupt 
condition, and that that statement is a mere pre- 
text? 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. 


be so understood. 


I did not mean to 
I admit the condition of the 


| Treasury; but I could prove to any gentleman of 
| the intelligence of my colleague, who has nota 


|| rival line running through his district, that this 


Pacific coast. Therefore I say that while we pro- | 
pose to increase the rates of postage on newspapers | 
between the Atlantic and Pacific States, the circu- | 
lation on the Pacific coast of newspapers published | 


east of the Rocky Mountains will be diminished | 


by the construction of the line of telegraph now 
being built. Lexpect to see no increase of revenue 
from that source, or, if any, a very inconsiderable 
So far as that proposition is concerned, it 


objection to the increase of expagditures at this 
time. 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, this matter of a 
daily overland mail between the Atlantic and Pa- 
cific coasts has been fully and amply discussed 
by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cotrax]and 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Grow.] 
I do not propose to take a financial view of this 
matter; but I would respectfully call the attention 
of the Republican side of the House to a portion of 


| the Chicago platform. Gentlemen say they intend 
to live up to that 


platform; that they intend to 
live up to the doctrines enunciated in regard to the 
question of slavery ; that they intend to yield notii 
ing embodied in that platform; and now, I have 


a right to require of thei, also, to live up to that 


the Chicago platform. If that bill shall become | 


| to California. 


portion of it in relation to a daily overland mail 
Young as I am, i 

to live long enough to see the day when the State 
of California would have given her vote for the 
Republican nominee. Bat it is a significant fact 


never expected | 


|| is a matter of economy, and that it would save 


$250,000 a year. Ican show aby man.who knows 
as much as my colleague knows, that the reduc- 
tion which would be effected in our Indian ex- 
peuses for the first year, will more than cover the 
additional expenses this bill provides for incur- 
ring beyond the present cost of the overland mail. 
We send now a mail going through my colleague’s 
district, and which, after it leaves the western bor- 
derof Missouri and Arkansas, never seesanybody 
and never serves anybody. We propose to send 
this mail alone the whole line of United States 
forts, and, in fact, to supply the forts and army. 
We propose to supply fifty or sixty thousand 
American citizens in the region of Pike’s Peak. 


| We propose to supply sixty or seventy thousand 


people in Utah; and, we propose to supply one 
hundred thousand American citizens in the Carson 


| valley region. 


This line, it is true, will cost a fraction more 
than one hundred thousand dollars beyond what 
we are now paying for the overland service; but 
it sends the mail daily, and it will prevent Indian 
hostilities and Indian troubles. It will curtai! the 
expenses of the Indian department more than 
three hundred thousand dollars the first year. | 
ask my colleague to take the history of the coun- 
try in respect to its Indian relations since he has 
been in Congress; I ask him to consider the fact 
that no United States mat! wagon has ever been 
attacked by the Indians. He may point me to the 
fact that the great Salt Lake mail was once at- 
tacked by the Sioux Indians; but I reply to him 
that the curtains of that mail wagon did not have 
upon them the magic letters *“* U.S. M.,”’ or it 
never would have beenattacked. My friend knows 
that private gentlemen traveling over the plains 
are in the habit of placing those letters upon their 
wagons or carriages, knowing that it !s a sure 
protection from attack by the Indians on the route, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, ~— to my friend from 
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Ohio, [Mr. Suenman,] and to my friend from the 
Lancaster district of Pennsylvania, [Mr. Sre- 
vens,| one of whom, I believe, went to Chicago, 
and there solemnly yvledged the American people 
that his party weuld send a daily overland mai! 
to the Pacific coast, that Lask him now to redeem 
that pledge; and | ask the gentleman from Ohio 
to remember that four years and a half ago, the 
Democratic party made a pledge, at the Cincin- 
nati convention, that they would build a Pacific 


railroad. They did not stand to that pledge; and | 


I now warn my Republican friends to remember 
the fate of that party in the last election, and see 
what will become of them if theyalso fail to redeem 
their pledges. (Laughter. ] 

Now, if gentlemen will figure up the cost of 
this proposed daily mail, and the cost of the pres- 
ent service; if they will take into consideration 
the fact that the proposed line is nine hundred 
miles shorter than the line passing through the 
district of my colleague; if they will take into 


consideration the fact that we are compelled to | 
send the mail overland to Utah; that we are com- | 


pelled to send the mail overland from one coast 
to the other, to Carson Valley; and that we are 
compelled .to send the mail overland to Pike’s 
Peak; and then take into consideration the incon- 
siderable additional expense of sending the mails 
daily, not only to them, but to all our people on 
the Pacific, | imagine they cannot look at this ad- 


ditional expense as any very great scare-crow., | 
When you take into consideration the fact that, | 
a very short time ago, $600,000 was considered || 
by Congress as a very small sum forcarrying the | 


mail, consisting of nothing but letters, to Pike’s 


Peak, and that it is now proposed to carry all the | 


muil—letiers, newspapers, books, and all—for less 
than two hundred thousand dollars additional 
expense, this must certainly be admitted by every 
gentleman to be an economical provision. I will 
not detain the House longer on this subject. 
Mr. COLFAX. Mr. Speaker, I believe the 
House now fully understands this matter. I will 
say that [ cannot support the amendment pro- 
»osed to my amendment by the gentleman from 
Kensoakiry requiring a daily mail to be carried to 
Pike’s Peak without additional expense, because 


I fear it would s6 increase the expense the con- | 


tractor would have to incur that we should not 
be able to secure a contract within the limits fixed 
by this bill. I now move the previous question. 
Mr. PHELP®3. 
previous question ? 
Mr. COLFAX. On the pending amendment. 
Mr. BURCH. 
will allow me, I desire to make a single remark 
in reply to the objection urged by the Committee 


|| Clark, Coburn, John Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, || 





On what do you move the | 


If the gentleman from Indiana | 


—————————— Sr 


_ Senate amendment was agreed to. 


| Helmick, Hickman, Llolman, William A. Howard, Hughes, 


| ward, Montgomery, Moorhead, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac 


landigham, Vandever, Van Wyck, Wade, Cadwalader C. 


| 


| 
| 


of Ways and Means, against concurring in this | 


amendment. I will say that the people of Cali- 
fornia already pay one hundred per cent. more 
on their newspaper mails than the other people 
of the country. 
to increase their rate of newspaper postage, and 


they are willing to submit to that if you will give | 


them a daily mail. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There have been already 
two or three speeches in favor of this amendment 
since there has been one against it, and if the gen- 
tleman from California is to go on with his re- 
marks, I hope the previous question will be with- 
drawn altogether. 

Mr. COLFAX. Icall the previous question 
upon the Senate amendment, and all pending 
amendments to it. 

Mr.PHELPS. I hope the previous question 
will not be called upon the entire amendment. I 
desire to submit, asan amendment, a provision for 


It is now proposed still further. || 


continuing the ovean mail steamship service until | 


the Ist of July, 1862 


Mr. COLFAX. The amendment which is | 


printed upen that subject has not been offered. 
Mr. PHELPS. What is in the amendment? 

Let us understand the subject we are acting upon. 
Mr. COLFAX. The pending amendment re- 


lates solely to the central overland mail route. | 


The succeeding amendment is the one to which 


the gentleman from Missouri alludes. The Senate | 


amendmentestablishesa daily overland mail. The 
amendment of the Post Office Committee to that 


amendment limits the amount to be paid to | 


$800,000; and the amendment to that extends a 
daily mail to Pike’s Peak. The steamer service 
has nothing to do with it. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope the previous question 


will not be sustained at this time, after two or | 
three speeches in favor and none against it. | 
Mr. COLFAX. I think the gentleman from 
Missouri made the most elaborate speech which | 
has been made upon the subject against the amend- | 
ment. | 
Mr. PHELPS called for tellers upon seconding || 
the demand for the previous question. ] 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Pueresand || 
Curtis were appointed. 
The House divided; and the tellers reported— | 
ayes 77, noes 45. 
So the previous question was seconded. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


‘The main question was ordered to be put. 

The amendment to the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. : 

The amendment offered by Mr. Corrax to the | 


The question recurred on the amendment of the | 
Senate as amended. 
Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas and nays. | 
The yeas and nays were ordered. || 
The question was taken; and it was decided in |) 


the affirmative—yeas 101, nays 64; as follows: || 


YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, Alley, || 
Thomas L. Anderson, William C. Anderson, Ashley, 
Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Buffin- 
ton, Burch. Burlingame, Burnham, Carey, Case, John B. 


Covode, James Craig, Curtis, Davidson, Dawes, Delano, | 
Duell, Edgerton, Eliot, Fenton, Florence, Foster, French, 
Gilmer, Gooch, Grow, Hale, Hamilton, J. Morrison Harris, | 


Irvine, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kil 
gore, Larrabee, De Witt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Marston, 
Charles D. Martin, McKean, McKenty, McKniglit, Mill- 


N. Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pendleton, Perry, 
Potter, Pottie, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Scott, Sedg- 
wick, Sickles, Stanton, William Stewart, Stratton, Tap- 
pan, Thayer, Theaker, ‘Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Val- 


Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wilson, Windom, Wood, 
and Woodruff—101. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Avery, Babbitt, 
Bocock, Boteler, Branch, Brown, Burnett, Campbell, 
Horace F. Clark, Burton Craige, H. Wiuter Davis, Johu 
G. Davis, De Jarnette, Dunn, Edmundson, Etheridge, Gar- 
nett, Gurley, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hindman, Hoard, 
Hutchins, Jenkins, Killinger, Kunkel, James M. Leach, 
Leake, Logan, Longnecker, Lovejoy, Elbert S. Martin, 
Maynard, MecClernand, McPherson, Millson, Laban T. 
Moore, Morrill, Niblack, Peyton, Phelps, Porter, Pryor, 
Quarles, Edwin R. Reynolds, Riggs, James C. Robinson, 
Royce, Sherman, William N. H. Smith, Spaulding, Spin- 
ner, Stevens, Stevenson, Stokes, Thomas, Vance, Wal- 
tou, Websier, Weils, Whiteley, Winslow, and Wright—64. 


So the amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 
Before the vote was announced, 


Mr. BEALE stated that he had paired with Mr. 
Srout upon this question. 

Mr. COX stated that his colleague, Mr. ALLEN, 
was absent from the House in consequence of 
sickness in his family. 

Mr. MALLORY, not being within the bar 
when his name was called, asked leave to vote. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. NOELL stated that he would have voted 
in the affirmative if he had been within the bar 
when his name was called. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Ohio, not being within the 
bar when his name was called, asked leave to | 





vote. \ 


Objection was made. 
Mr. CASE said his colleague, Mr. Pertit, had 
been detained for several days from the House by 


| indisposition. 


Mr. FRANK said, if he had been within the 
bar when his name was called, he would have 
voted “ ay.”’ 

Mr.COLFA% moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the Senate amendment, as amended, was | 
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until the overland mail service goes into opera- 
tion. I demand the previous question on the 
amendment to the amendment. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under the operation 
thereof, the amendment to the amendment wy 
agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I propose to submit an amend. 
ment to the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. When docs 
the morning hour expire? 

The SPEAKER. In three minutes. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to strike out the words: 
‘reserving to the Government the privilege of 
annulling the contract, after the commencement 
of the overland service, upon ninety days’ notice,” 
and, in lieu thereof, to insert a proviso that the 
service shall end on the 30th of June next, 

Mr. Speaker, the effect of the amendment | 
propose will be to terminate this service by steam. 
ships at the time of the commencement of the over- 
land mail service. You already have one over. 
land mail route at a cost of $600,000 per annum, 
and you propose to establish avother at a cost of 
$800,000 per annum, and your steamship service 


as 


) amounts to $350,000 per annum—in all, making 


$1,750,000 per annum for supplying the Pacific 
coast with mail matter. J desire, therefore, that 
this steamship service shall cease at the time the 
overland mail service, provided by the nineteenth 
section of this bill, shall go into effect. 

My amendment is this: strike out the words | 
have already stated, and in lieu thereof insert 
these words: 

Which shall terminate on the 30th of June next; and 
if the mail service in the last preceding section should not 
commence on the day therein named, then said contract 
shall be annulled; but the Postmaster General may then 
provide for the continuance of said steamship service for 
another year. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has now 
expired. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have some remarks to sub- 
miton my amendment As the morning hour 
has expired, I will defer them till to-morrow, 

Mr. COLFAX. I hope that, as we can fivish 
the billin the next ten minutes, the consideration 
of the special order will not be insisted on. 

Objection was made. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the EHlouse a communication from 8. T. 
Shugert, acting Commissioner of Patents, trans- 
mitting the annual report of the Patent Office for 
the year 1860; which was laid upon the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that one hundred 
thousand extra copies of that report be ordered 
to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. That motion, under the law, 
goes to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BURNETT. The special order is the 

uestion before the House; and I hope, therefore, 
that the motion for the printing of extra copics 
wiil not now be entertained. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair presented the 


communication, there being no objection; and the 


| motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania is in 


_Committce on Printing, under the rules. 
' not propose to take any action on it now. 


_concurred in; and also moved that the motion to || 


reconsider be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Senate was read, | 
as follows: 
Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That tlhe Postmaster 


| General is authorized to provide temporary steamship ser- 
| vice, by the nearest and most expeditious route, between 


$400,000 a year, reserving to the Government the privilege 
of annulling the contract, after the commencement 6f the 
overland service, upon ninety days’ notice. [ 


Mr. COLFAX. I move concurrence in that | 


| 
| 
New York and San Francisco, at a cost not exceeding 


amendment of the Senate, with the following || 


amendment: 
Strike ont * $400,000," and, in lieu thereof, insert 





|| 9350,000,” and reduce the length of notice from ninety to | 
| sixty days. 


This section provides only for carrying the mail 


} 
} 
; 
; 


| 


} 


——————— 


j 
j 


|| order. 


Mr. FLORENCE. My motion goes = _ 

0 
It is 
a matter of surprise to me that there should be 
objection to my motion. It is the motion usual 
on the presentation of the Patent Office report. 

Mr. Fiorence’s motion was received, and 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 


JOURNAL OF CRISIS COMMITTEE. 


Mr. WINSLOW. Mr. Speaker, there has 
been a misapprehension in reference to the order 
to print the journal of the select committee of 
thirty-three. On Tuesday of last week, the ehair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. 
Suerman] moved the printing of additional copies 
of the reports of the select committee of thirty- 
three; which motion was agreed to. It was under- 
stood at the time, that in that order to print was 
included the journal of the committee. However, 
it appears that on the same day the gentleman 
from Maine (Mr. Morse] made some objection 
to the printing of that journal. I did not hear tt. 
In order that there may be no mistake, I make the 


motion that the journal of the select committee of 


t 
' 
' 
' 
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thirty-three be printed, with the reports which 
have already been ordered to be printed. — 
Mr. CORWIN. It was the understanding that 
the journal of the committee should be printed. 
‘There was no objection; and it was ordered ac- 
cordingly. 


STATE OF THE UNION. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the special order, being the report of the special 
committee of thirty-three. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I do not 
expect to be heard in all parts of the Hall, owing 
to the bad state of my health and voice; but | 
will present some views on the pending ques- 
tion, Which I may not have another opportunity 
to do. 

I regret, sir, that Lam compelled to concur in the 
belief stated yesterday by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. RvOR,] that no compromise which 
can be made will have any effect in averting the 
present difficulty. Iconcur in that belief, because 
itis my belief, although I regret the fact; for when 
| see these States in open and declared rebellion 
against the Union, seizing upon her public forts 
aud arsenals, and robbing her of millions of the 
public property; when I see the batteries of seced- 
ing States blockading the highway of the nation, 
and their armies in battle array against the flag of 





the Union; when I see, sir, our flag insulted, and | 
that insult submitted to, | havegno hope that con- | 


cession, humiliation, and compromise, can have 
any effect whatever. 


the remark of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 


Pryor,] is a piece of news contained in the paper | 


just laid upon the desks of members. Virginia 
sends embassadors to the head and front of the 
empire that is proposed to be erected upon the 
ruins of this Government, for the purpose of get- 


ung South Carolina to appoint commissioners for | 
the purpose of peagenes amendments to the | 


Constitution of the United States, to secure their 
rights, as they say; and that kingdom of South 
Carolina peremptorily refuses to appointany such 
commissioners, for the reason that it has no de- 
sire or design of promoting the ultimate object set 
forth in the joint resolutions of the State of Vir- 
ginia—that is, the procurement of amendments 
to, or new guarantees in, the Constitution of the 
United States. ‘Thus ends negotiation; thus ends 
concession; thus ends compromise, by the solemn 


declaration of the seceding party that they will | 


not listen to concession or compromise. 

Mr. Speaker, following close upon the belliger- 
entspeech of the gentleman from Virginia yester- 
day, | saw the contribution toward compromise 
which the slaveholding States are willing to make 
to the North—for compromise means some con- 
cession from both sides. Immediately after that 
speech a bill came up to admit Kansas into the 
Union; and | am sorry to say that almost every 
southern man—men who had just been appealing 
to us to furnish them ground to stand upon— 


And what confirms me—if | 
confirmation were necessary—and what confirms | 





almost in a solid body the southern men voted | 


against even the consideration of the question of | 
admitting Kansas, that source of all our woes, I | 


leave the inference to the country. 
| have no expectation that anything that we 


could say ov do, or that could be sdid or done, in | 


Congress, would have the least effect in retarding 
or accelerating the onward career of the secession 
movement which already pervades this land. Ido 
hot believe that words now will have any effect; 


yetit is right that the effort should be made. [tis | 


right that upon this floor we should enunciate our 


views; that from this Hall, sacred to freedom and | 
free debate, we should inform our constituents of | 


the condition of things, that they may well con- 


sider them; so that, if we are wrong, they may || 


correet us;and if we are right, they may strengthen 
our hands. 


Sir, I will touch but briefly upon the question 


of secession which is éluimed by the gentleman | 
from Virginia,{Mr Pryror,] and upon the rightof | 


coereion, which is denied by him, and the kind 
of coercion which, in my judgment, will prove 
effectual to bring them back into this Union 


without humiliauion, and make that Union per- | 


manent, 


l regret to be obliged to concur with the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, that no compromise can be 


offered that will avert the present evils. This || 


moraing’s papers contain conclusive coafirmation 








| ba . . 
| of that in the resolutions of the leading seceding 

State, South Carolina, which are as follows: 

** Resolved unanimously, That the General Assembly of 
South Carolina tenders to the Legislature of Virginia their 
acknowledgments of the friendly motives which inspired 
the mission intrusted to Hon. Judge Robertson, her com 
| missioner. 

** Resolved unanimously, That candor, which is due to 
the long-continued sympathy and respect which has sub 
sisted between Virginia and South Carolina, induces the 
Assembly to declare with frankness that they do not deem 
it advisable to initiate negotiations when they have no de- 

| sire or intention to promote the ultimate object in view— 
| that object which is declared in the resolution of the Vir 
ginia Legislature to be the procurement of amendments or 
new guarantees to the Constitution of the United States. 

* Resolved unanimously, That the separation of South 
Carolina from the Federal Union ts final, and she has no 
further interest in the Constitution of the United States; 
and that the only appropriate negotiations between her and 
the Federal Government are as to their mutual relations as 
foreign States.”’ 


But I have not heretofore expected that anything 
that has been done, or could be said or done here, 
could have any effect in retarding or accelerating 
the headlong career of treason and rebellion that 
now frighten the land. This I deeply regret; as 
{ should be willing to go to the verge of principle 
to avert this catastrophe. 

The question of the dissolution of the Union 
| is a grave one, and should be approached with- 
out excitement, or passion, or fear. Difficulties 
have surrounded all nations in their inception, in 
their progress to greatness, and in their stability. 


ity and the firmness of the statesmen who had 
the management of affairs in the days of their 
trouble. ‘lhe virtue most needed in times of peril 
is courage, calm, unwavering courage, which no 
danger can appal, and which will not be excited 
to action by indignation or revenge. 

If such statesmen, governed by such qualities, 
should be found at the head of this nation when 
danger comes, there can be no fear for the result. 
The Union will overcome all difficulties, and last 
through unnumbered ages to bless millions of 
happy freemen. Homilies upon the Union, and 
jeremiads over its destruction, can be of no use, 
except to display fine rhetoric and pathetic elo- 
quence. 
from their deliberate and stern purpose by soft 
words and touching lamentations. After the 
extent to which they have gone, it would dothem 
no credit; condemnation which is now felt for 
their conduct, would degenerate into contempt. 

The annual message of the President contains 





; umnies. It states that— 

‘““'The long continued and intemperate interference of 
the northern people with the question of slavery in the 
southern States has at length produced its natural eflccts.”’ 

The President well knew that the anti-slavery 
party of the North never interfered, or claimed 
the right to interfere, or expressed a desire to in- 
termeddle, with slavery in the States. Search 
the proceedings of their Legislatures, their con- 
ventions, and their party creeds,and you will find 
them always disclaiming the right or the intention 
to touch slavery in the States where it existed. 
Kut this calumny on the freemen of the North, 


political life, has been the slave of slavery, is not 
worth a moment’s consideration. He makes a 


its legitimate results, he would have deserved the 
gratitude of his country. 

Butafter denouncing secession asa great wrong, 
he came to the impotent conclusion that there 1s 


ish it, 

It is time that this important question were 
sulved. I do not perceive when any better oc- 
casion can present itself to decide whether this 





States, or whether it requires a constitutional 
majority to abselve them from their allegiance. 


then the Union is not worth preserving fora single 
day; for whatever disposition shall be made of 
the present difficulty, fancied wrongs will con- 
stantly arise, and induce State after Siate to with- 
draw trom the Confederacy. If, onthe otherhand, 
| itshould it be decided that we are onr PEOPLE, and 
that the Government possesses sufficient power 


; i 
to coerce obedience, the public mind wiil be 


Much of their success has depended on the abil- | 
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'| traitors, and we shall long remain a united and 


The southern States will not be turned | 


some wholesome truths mixed with atrocious cal- | 


so often repeated by a man who, during his whole || 


very able and conclusive argument against the || 
right of secession; and had he followed it out to | 


no power in the Government to prevent or pun- || 


Union exists by the sufferance of individual | 


If it should be determined that secession isa right- | 
ful act, or that there is no power to prevent it, | 


| quieted, plotters of disunion will be regarded as | 





| happy people. 
| tt did not require the present Constitution to 
make our Union perpetual in theory. The Articles 


of Confederation declared in express terms: 


| .* "Phat the Articles of Confederation shall be taviotably 
observed by every Stave, and the Union shatt be perpetual.’ 


If the force of moral suasion and patriotism 
were alone to be r lied on to insure tts perpetuity, 
the convention which substituted the present for 
the old Constitution was but litle needed. True, 
there were other defects in the old Articles. The 
several States had conflicting laws with regard to 
the revenue, taxation, and other subjects. As 
Congress could operate only on the States if they 
refused to comply with their requisitions, it was 
difficult to enforce them. But the great defect in 
the preceding Government was the want of au- 
thority; and the main motive for the ehange was 
| to clothe the central Government with sufficient 
| power to perpetuate its own existence. The res- 
olutions of the several States appointing delegates 
to the convention, and the act of Congress ree- 
ommending it, show that. The act of Congress of 
May, 1787, recommended a convention * sotoalter 
the Articles of Confederation as shall be necessary 
to the preservation and support of the Union.” 
Massachusetts instructed her delegates so to amend 
as to render the Federal Constitution ‘ adequate 
to the preservation of the Union.”’ Connecticut 
instructed hers in the same words. New York 
instructed, so to amend as to render the Federal 
Government * adequate to the exigencies of Gov- 
ernment and the preservation of the Union."” 

As to coercion, General Washington, in a let- 
ter to Mr. Madison, dated before the convention, 
(March 31, 1787,) in discussing the necessity for 
a stronger Federal Government, says: 

**T confess, however, that my opinion of public virtue is 
so far changed, that I have my doubts whether any system 
without the means of coercion in the sovereign, will en- 
force due obedience to the requirements of the General Gov- 
ernment; without which everything else fuils.”’ 

These quotations might be fortified by similar 
ones from many States and leading statesmen 
They prove, beyond all doubt, that the Constitu- 
tion was intended and supposed to confer on the 
Government sufficient power to defend and per- 
petuate the Union; if necessary, to ‘* coerce’’ a 
rebel State, or, to reach the same point by a surer 
road, to coerce the people of the State to obey all 
| laws of the General Government, 

The Congress of the Confederation could act 
only on States. If they were refractory, it was 
found difficult to enforce the laws. The Consti- 
tution is made to operate directly on the individuals 
—on the people, without resorting to State au- 
thorities or asking State aid. The Constitution 
being ordained by the people, and operating di- 
rectly on them, does not permit the States to 
thwart its operations any more than it invokes 
their aid. It is a self-sustaining, independent 
poets and absolutely sovereign within its sphere. 

f a State pass laws or ordinances hostile to the 
Constitution, no citizen is bound to obey them. 
Nay, he is bound not to obey them. If, in obe- 
dience to them, he violates the Constitution, he 
cannot plead such laws in his defense. It be- 
hoovesevery citizen, at his peril, to decide whether 
he will obey the higher or the lower power—the 
Constitution of the United States or the void en- 
actment of States. If he commit treason against 
the United States, he will not be excused, like a 
soldier who obeys his commander, on the ground 
of obedience to coe authority. 

In order to clothe the central Government with 
power to defend the Unionand make it perpetual, 
| the Constitution provides that— 

** Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, du 
ties, imposts, and excises, to provide for the common de 
fense and general welfare of the United States ; to regulate 
commerce ; to declare war, and make peace ; to raise and 
support arinies; to provide and maintain a navy; to cail 
| Out the militia; to suppress insurrection,” &c. 

It provides that the President shall take care 
that all the laws shall be faithfully executed; and 
to enable him to do it, makes him commander-in- 
chief of the Army and Navy. To leave nothing 
| in doubt, it gives Congress power to make all 

laws which shall be necessary and proper for car- 
| rying into execution all powers vested by this 

Constitution in the Government of the United 

States. After theseample provisions, giving Army 
-and Navy, revenue, oid power for all needial 
| legislation, it seems strange to hear that a great 
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wrong may be committed against the Constitu- 
tion, and no power exist to prevent or punish it. 
Posterity will wonder whether the statesmen of 
this age were fools or traitors. To take away all 
power from the States to weaken or resist the 
General Government, the Constitution declares 
that ** no State shall enter inte any treaty, alliance, 
or confederation; grant letters of marque or repri- 
sal; coin money or emit bills of eredit;”’ it de- 
prives them of all hope of foreign succor, of all 
means of raising funds by coining money or emit 

ting bills of credit. 
as worthless as waste paper. 

The Constitution wisely deprives rebellious 
States of the means of doing harm. In the Union, 
and with the Union, they are powerful; out of it, 
and against it, they arecontemptible. ‘They may 
not be conscious of their weakness unul they 
avise fromgtheir fever and find themselves stag- 
gering. 
find the strong arm of the Constitution reach and 
control them. No respectable authority can be 
found to show the right of secession. All our 
great statesmen, Washington, Madison, Jeffer- 
son, Adams, Jackson, Webster, Clay, and Buch- 
anan, agree that the Constitution is a bond of 
perfect and perpetual Union; and that no power 


exists in the Constitution to absolve a State or | 


individual from allegiance to the General Govern- 
ment. 
draw from the Union—in other words, destroy it 
—is by an amendment to the Constitution, or by 
revolution, It is not likely that three fourths of 
the States will so amend the Constitution as to 
allow any State to break up the Government at 
pleasure. ‘The road by revolution lies through a 
sea of blood, and nothing can justify it but intol- 
erable oppression, 
practiced by a republican Government. 


The pretexts used to justify the present move- | 


ment are very unimportant; some of them ridicu- 
lous. It is said that people in the North have 
violated compacts in the Constitution. Bad men 
exist in all sections. It is impossible to form any 
system of government perfect cnough to prevent 
all crime. The northern States are no exception; 
but I believe there are but few instances in which 
citizens of the South have just cause of complaint 
against the North. They visit our States and 
cities, whether in pursuit of business or pleasure, 
with perfect safety. Her orators deliver lectures 
and speeches in which they propagate the doc- 
trines of slavery, not only with impunity,but they 
are listened to with respect and silence. They 
exercise entire liberty of speech, without being 
molested either by officer or mob. 

I believe they chiefly complain of the non-execu- 
tion of the fugitive slave law. There have beena 
few instances of resistance to that law by ardent 
mdividuals; but I know of no instance in which 
punishment has not followed the offense. When- 
ever suit has been brought, juries have given full 
damages in their verdicts. Whereindictments have 
been presented, upon just grounds, conviction and 
sentence and punishment have followed. This is 
all that a just people would require. They can- 
not expect to make us love slavery, or withhold 
the utterance of our just abhorrence of it. They 
cannot hope to make the honest masses of the 
people adopt the blasphemy of some of their clev- 
gymen, and call ita divine institution. They have 
too much respect for their temporal character, and 
their eternal salvation. If recrimination were ad- 
visable, | think the list of grievances by south- 
ern men against northern citizens would be much 
more formidable. For twenty years past it has 
heen unsafe for northern men to travel or settle 
in the South, unless they would avow their belicf 
that slavery was a good institution. Every day 
brings news of unoffending citizens being sctned, 
mobbed, tarred and feathered, and hanged by 
scores, without any trial by legal tribunals, or 
evidence of cuilt. 

Mr. RUST. I did not hear the gentleman dis- 
tinetly. If I understood him, he said that for 
many years it was not safe for northern men to 
go into the southern States. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. That has || 


been my statement. 
Mr. RUST. On what facts is it predicated ? 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Qn the facts 


of the hangings, burnings, tarrings and feather- | 


ings that northern men have been subjected to in 
the South. 


Such obligations would be 


But, in all their movements, they will | 


eight miles of my residence. 


‘The only way in which aState can with- || 
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Mr. RUST. I think the gentleman said a mo- 
ment ago that they were hanged by scores. I 


_ never witnessed or heard of one being hanged in 


my State. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
speak of any parteular locality. 

Mr. RUST. There ave a good many, how- 
ever, Who deserve hanging. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I know that 


I do not 


there were four Methodist preachers hanged last | 


year in one State. I sce it stated also that, in the 
State of Maryland, a meeting of citizens recently 
rave warning to twelve men, who voted for Lin- 
coln, to leave the place—all except one, whom 
they thought to be an out and out, incorrigible 
Republican; and him they kept to see whether 
they would hang him or not. 

Mr. KUNKEL. The gentleman refers to an 


_ incident which occurred in my own county. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I have seen 


| it in the papers. 
1} 


Mr. KUNKEL. The incident which the gen- 
tlemen refers to is said to have taken place within 
I should like to see 
the authority for that statement. ‘To my knowl- 
edge, no such thing ever occurred, although 1 live 
within eight miles of the locality. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Oh, if the gentleman saw 
it in the newspapers, of course it must be true. 
The newspapers cannot lie. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Will the gentle- 


| man allow me to interrupt him for a moment? 1 


want toask him one question. I understood him 
to say thatthe people of the South hung northern 
men by scores. In behalf of Virginia I wish to 
say that her people never hung a northern man 


_exeept John Brown and his friends; and then 
That is never likely to be || 


they hung, not by scores, but by law. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
them exactly right, sir. 

Mr. ILARRIS, of Virginia. Yes; they were 
well hung. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. They were 
hung after trial by jury for a crime for which 
they deserved death. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman from 


You hung 


| Peunsylvania allow me to say a word here, as he 


seems to be passing from the topic of the unkind 


treatment of northern persons in the southern 


States. L should be very unjust, and very un- 
grateful to the people among whom I have lived 
now for a quarter of a century, if 1 were to sit by 
and hear these general remarks pass uncontra- 


| dicted. It is a fact known to every one who lives 


there, that the South is full of men of northern 


| birth. It is known that such persons are welland 
kindly treated. 


Itis known that many southern 
firesides are graced with wives of northern birth. 
They also are honored, and are the mothers of 
honored children. 

It is true, however, that persons from the North 
are sometimes roughly treated at the South; but 
in those cases their own conduct is generally such 


as to bring this treatment upon themselves. Let | 


me give the gentleman a single instance of this 
kind, which occurred in my district. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I am sat- 
isfied with the gentleman’s word, without any 
illustration. 


Mr. MAYNARD. [ can give the gentleman an | 


example of a young man in a law office, who so 


far forgot the proprieties of life as to assail, in | 
opprobriows language, the virtue and reputation | 


of the female portion of the community in which 
he hved. He carried his conduct to such adegree 
of indiserction that he was at last seized upon by 
acompany of young men and—in common par- 
lance—ridden on a rail, and driven from the place. 
He has brought a suit for damages against those 
who so treated him. The suit has not yet been 
tried; but he will doubtless recover sach an 


| amount of damages as the jury may think that, 


under the circumstances, he deserves. Never, 


_ since Sancho Panza was tossed in the blanket, in 
any part of the world, either north or south, have 
/men been permitted, with impunity, to outrage 


the sentiments and feelings of communities into 
which they have obtruded themselves unbidden. 
It is one of the fundamental laws of hospitality, 


that good manners alone insure to a stranger a 


civil treatment 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Ido not 
refer to that sort of public opinion. I refer to 


another topie altogether. 
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Mr. WEBSTER. IL ask the gentleman to allow 
me one minute. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I do not 
like to say ‘* no;’’ but my time is passing rapidly, 

Mr. WEBSTER. Well, sir, our districts ran 
together for some distance, and as the gentleman 
has referred to what he says oceurred in Chester 
county in respect to kidnapping, I desire to stat, 
one or two circumstances which 1 know to be 
facts. j 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I have 
stated nothing that I do not know to be facts. _ 

Mr. WEBSTER. Well, sir, the gentleman 
has referred to certain events which he says han- 
pened in my district. Now, Mr. Speaker, I have 
no wish to enter upon crimination and recriming- 
tion. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. If the ob- 
ject of the gentleman be recrimination, | cannot 
yield the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Well, sir, I desire only to 
refer to an occurrence which took place in Car- 
lisle, Pennsylvania. A man from my State went 
to Carlisle to reclaim a slave who had fled from 
him, and was murdered in his attempt to arrest 
his own slave. Another gentleman went from 
Baltimore county, in my district, to the gentle- 
man’s State to reclaim his slave who had escaped, 
and he was murdered at Christiana while endeay- 
oring to effect the reclamation; and no man in 
either case was ev@r brought to justice for the act, 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I know 
something about that myself; but I do not sce the 
necessity of bringing it in here. 

Mr. WEBSTER. The gentleman should not 
make charges against the people of Maryland, if 
he does not expect a reply. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. T have not 
made,any charges that are not true. The fact to 
which the gentleman now refers, is simply thata 
man from Maryland came into Pennsylvania to 
reclaim his slave, and in attempting to carry out 
that purpose, his own slave took his life. 

Mr. WEBSTER. There was a great crowd 
of persons aiding and abetting. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. No, sir; 
there were only two white persons present, the 
rest were negroes. 

Mr. WEBSTER. It was shown before the 
court, that there was a great crowd of white men 
and negroes, all together there. 

Mr. JUNKIN. No, sir; no white man had 
any hand in the matter. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. The rights 
of conscience and freedom of speech are forbidden 
to northern men. They are not allowed to re- 











ceive or read documents which deny the justice 
| of slavery. A citizen of Virginia, at the late elec- 


tion, voted for the man of his choice, Mr. Lin- 
coln, and was seized in broad daylight, in the 
midst of the respectable people of the place, his 
face blacked, and he expelled from his home. 
Sir, the South, at this moment, is a hideous des- 
potism, so far as northern citizens are concerned. 
Their courts are inaccessible to secure redress. 
The slave trade is openly justified. When a sla- 
ving pirate is sent them for trial, with the fullest 
proet of guilt, the bills are either ignored or juries 
acquit. 

I have omitted the real aggression which one 
of the States frankly assigns as the reason of seces- 
sion. The North has taken from them the power 
of the Government, which they have held so long. 
According to the strictest forms and principles of 
the Constitution, they have elected the man_ of 
their choice President of the United States. No 
violence was used; no malpractice is charged; but 
the American people dared to disobey the com- 
mands of slavery; and this is proclaimed as just 
cause of secession and civil war. Sir, has it come 
to this? Cannot the people of the United States 
choose whom they please President, without str- 
ring up rebellion, and requiring humiliation, con- 
cessions, and compromises to appease the insur- 
gents? Sir, | would take no steps to propitiate 
such a feeling. Rather than show repentance for 
the election of Mr. Lincoln, with all its conse- 
quences, I would see this Government crumble 
intoa thousand atoms. If I cannot be a freeman, 
let me cease to exist. 

The committee of thirty-three have shown their 
estimate of the magnitude of southern grievances 
by a most delicate piece of satire. As a cure 
for their wrongs, and to seduce back rebellious 
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States, they offer to 4 L 
hundred and fifty thousand square miles of vol- 
eanie desert, with less thana thousand white An- 
vlo-Saxon inhabitants, and some forty or fifty 
thousand Indians, Mustees, and Mexicans, who 
do not ask admission, and who have shown their 
capacity for self-government by the infamous slave 
code which they have passed, which establishes 
the most cruel kind of black and white slavery. 
To be sure, the distinguished chairman of that 
committee [Mr. Corwin] seems to have become 
enamored of peonage. | 
nevolent insutution, which saves the poor man’s 
cow to furnish milk for his children, by selling 
the father instead of the cow. 

Mr. OTERO. Will the gentleman allow me to 
explain epee law? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Certainly; 
if it does not come out of my time. 

Mr. OTERO. I have got the law here. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 

entleman is going to make anargument. 

Mr. OTERO. Oh, no; Lam only going to refer 
to the law. I have here the law to which, I pre- 
sume, the gentleman has reference. It is the one 
which was attempted to be repealed by the bill of 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bixenam] last 
session. . 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. The same 
one. 

Mr. OTERO. 
the law read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


‘No court of this Territory shall have jurisdiction, nor 
shall take cognizance of any cause for the parental correc- 
tion that masters may give theirservants for neglect of their 
duties as servants, forthey are considered as domestic serv- 


I want to haye this portion of 


ants to their masters, and they should correct their neglects | 


and faults; for as soldiers are punished by their chiets, 
without the intervention of the civil authority, by reason of 
the salary they enjoy, an equal right should be granted those 
persons who pay their money to be served in the protection 
of their property: Provided, that such correction shall not 
be inflicted in a cruel manner with clubs or stripes.’’ 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Oh, no; 
the punishment, as I understand, is to be inflicted 
with cat-o’-nine-tails. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. OTERO. I hope the gentleman will act 
fairly in presenting this case. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. There isa | 


He looks upon itas a be- | 


Ah, uh | 


clause in the law which provides that onybody | 


can take up a servantif he is found out after dark, 
and have him lashed thirty-nine times on the bure 
back. 

Mr. OTERO. Is that in this law? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Yes. 

Mr.OTERO. The gentleman may read the 
entire law, and he will not find it. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. It is in the 
laws of New Mexico. 

Mr. OTERO. 
Mexico, 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
know whether that is in your edition. 

Mr. OTERO. I desire to make an explanation 
of this subject just here, and at this time. This 
law is translated from the Spanish, it having been 
originally introduced and passed in that language. 


I do not 


These are the laws of New | 


I want to read now the Spanish version of it. || 


{Laughter.] I hope this matter will not be treated 
with levity. The term in the original law is so 
diferent in its significance, and so forcible, that it 
will even attract the attention of the gentleman 
himself, notwithstanding it is in the Spanish lan- 
guage. The translation of the act, as read, is en- 
urely incorrect, The word ‘‘ correction’’ should 


be qualified by the adjective ‘ parental,’’ as it is | 


in the original Spanish. The law would then 


jurisdiction nor cognizance of any cause for the 


ay 


his servant. 


by the Legislature. The terms used in the act 
are “reconvenciones familiares,’ which do not even 
mean parental correction. The correct transla- 
ion of these words is, ** a familiar or parental re- 


mild correction indeed. And again, the proviso 
of the law positively forbids that such correction 
shall be inflicted in a cruel manner with clubs and 
Stipes. Now, they cannot be shut up in a room 
or deprived of food, for that would be considered 
cruel. All that the law says, when correctly trans- 


parental correction’’ that a master may give to | 
Now the word ‘‘ correction”’ is not || 
even the term used in the original law, as passed | 


| der, and sedition. 


rental reprimand that masters may give their ser- | 


vants for neglect of theiv duties as servants. That 
is the correct translation, and such is the mean- 
ing ‘of the words * reconvenciones familiares.”’ 

Mr. STEVENS, ef Pennsylvania. Then L take 
it for granted that slavery in New Mexico means 
nothing more than parentaladmonition, [Laugh- 
ter. | 

The s cession and rebellion of the South have 
been ine tcated as a doctrine for twenty years 
past among slaveholding communities. 


At one | 


time the tariff was deemed asuflicient cause; then | 
_ the exclusion of slavery from free Territories; 
then some violations of the fugitive slave law. | 


Now the culminating cause is the election of a 
President who does not believe in the benefits of 
slavery, or approve of that great missionary en- 
terprise, the slave trade. The truth is, all these 
things are mere pretenses. The restless spirits of 


the South desire to have a slave empire, and they | 


use these things as excuses. Some of them desire 
a more brilliant and stronger government than a 
Republic. Their domestic institutions, and the so- 
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admit as a State about two | 


623 


pleasant position. But if it should be impossible, 
as it may be, to execute the criminal laws in the 
midst of an infected population, I think there are 
other means which will prove effectual. 

South Carolina (and when | speak of South 
Carolina, I mean to include under that name alt 
seceding States, to avoid prolixity, and thas what 
I say of ber shall apply to all that have seceded or 
may secede) has, with others, declared herse lfout 
of the Union; and no doubt fancies that she is so. 
What ought to be done? Send no armies there 
to wage civil war, as alarmists pretend. The 
General Government should annul al! postal laws 
within her Territory, and stop the mails at the 
line of the State. Who will suffer by that? Por 
the last year, the revenue derived from postage in 


| South Carolina was $107,536; the ex pense of trans- 
|| portation $319,068; leaving a deficit of $211,582 


cial inequality of their free people, naturally pre- |! 
pare them for a monarchy surrounded by a lordly | 
nobility—for a throne founded on the neck of | 


labor. 
The men now on the stage of action must de- 
termine whether they have courage enough to 


| Maintain the institutions which their fathers gave 


them. 
This is a great responsibility, but in my judg- 
ment not a difficult one. 1 would certainly not 


| advise the shedding of American blood, except as 


4 


alastresort. If it should become necessary, I 


see no difficulty, with the ordinary forces of the 
United States, to dissipate the rebels, whether of | 


high or low degree. 

But before a resort to arms, the ordinary tribu- 
nals of the country should be tried. There are 
laws against treason, misprision of treason, mur- 
Many ¢itizens will inquire, 
Dare we violate these laws? Dare we commit 
these crimes? Shall we not finally be overtaken 
by vengeance ? 

I do not say that a State can commit treason. 
Corporations cannot be hanged. But if a State 
pass treasonable acts, and individuals attempt to 
execute them, and thus come in armed collision 


to be paid by the Government. ‘Phis saving could 
be borne by the United States. How it will affect 
South Carolina, her citizens will soon discover. 
There are but a few other Federal laws whicli 
it will be important to enforce. ‘The regulations 
of commerce and the collection of the revenue by 
the General Government ts the strong arm which 
will hold the Union together and punish refrac- 
tory members without bloodshed. The reve- 


, nue collected at Charleston for the kest fiscal year 


is $379,875 97; the expense of collection was 


$70,542 97; leaving a net surplus of $309,333. 
_ Let the revenue laws be executed, and the money 


paid into the Treasury; it will help to pay the 
expenses eaused by the refractory member, and 
leave the new empire to direct taxation to sup- 
port their great burden. How long the people 
will submit to this cannot be told toa mathemati- 
eal certainty. Not long, I predict. 

dut it may be that this mixed empire, consist- 


|| ing of a litte over one third whites, and a little 


with the Government, they will be guilty of trea- | 


. ~ “ . } 
son, and the State enactments will be no shield, 


for they will be nullities. 

1 am aware that the most guilty would be the 
most likely to escape the proper punishment. 
The legislators who decreed the conflict and or- 
dered the rebellion would not be apt to be present 
at the overt act. The civilians would be in coun- 
cil; the soldiers in battle. The passing seditious 


laws merely, and ordering others to execute them | 


—although moral treason and misprision of trea- 
son—is not, in my judgment, treason. ** Treason 
against the United States consists only in levying 
war against them, or in adhering to their enemies, 
giving them aid and comfort.’’ In 
even after her great conservative act, the statute 
of treason, it was not necessary to be present 
at the overt act, or so near as to be able to give 


England, | 


| physical aid. Conspiring, plotting, and counsel- | 


| sories in felonies into principals in treason. 
read, that no court in the Territory should have || 


| slaves to escape would be guilt 
jrimand,’’ which everybody will admit is a very || 


ing others to do the act, although at a distance, 
made them principals in treason; for by the eom- 
mon law, those who encouraged, advised, or 
contrived the act, or who gave aid to the felon 
after the act, were accessories in felonies; but as 
there couldibe no accessories in treason, the com- 
mon law converted such as would have been acces- 


have no common law; and those only are traitors 
who potentially committed the overt act. Under 


our Constitution there is neither constructive nor | 


accessorial treason. 
I am aware that a judge of the district court of 


| the United States in Pennsylvania laid down a 


|| understand it. 


different doctrine, in a charge to the grand jury. | 


He held that those abolition lecturers who incited 


which anywhere was perpetrated by armed resist- 
ance to the fugitive slave law. But I think he 
said it in ignorance of the law. Ido not think that 
even the northern men who encourage the South 
in rebellion can be made criminally guilty of the 


| treasonable conflict which they stimulate. ‘Tshould 


regret to see the respectable members of the late 


‘ted, is, that no court shall have jurisdiction, || Union mectingin Philadelphia (includinga learned 
Hor shall take cognizance of any cause for the pa- || judge of the supreme court) placed in that un- | 


of any treason | 


less than two thirds colored persons, may attempt 


| to collect the revenue within the drstrict of South 


Carolina. This, of course, would be a direct vio- 


| lation of the Constitution, and would justify 


| armed resistance. 


If the present Administration 


| had done its duty there would have been no neces- 


sity for shedding blood. Within the collection 
district of South Carolina*the Government had 
several formidable forts. Had they been prop- 
erly garrisoned and supptied when it became evi- 
dent that South Carolina would secede and seize 
them, they could have been impregnable. No 
ships could enter the harbor of Charleston with- 
out the constnt of those who held those forts. 
The revenues might have been collected any- 
where in the harbor or district. If necessary, an 
armed vessel or two might have been stationed 


_ there, and the revenue laws would have beeneasily 


Jutwe || 


enforced. 

One fort stil] remains to us there, with fess than 
one eighth of the proper garrison, or provisions, 
or munitions of war. 

I know it has been suggested that the President 
intentionally left those forts in a defenseless con- 
dition, that South Carolina might seize them be- 
fore his successor had time to take means for their 
safety. 1 cannot bring myself to believe it; 1 wilt 
not believe it; for it would make Mr. Buchanan a 
more odious traitor than Benedict Arnold. Every 
drop of blood that shall be shed in the conflict 
would sit heavy on his soul forever. The charge 
seems to receive some countenance from thie fact 
that but a handful of men are in the remaining 
fort, without any effectual attempt to reinforce 
them; while the rebels are inclosing them with 
formidable works, and openly declare the inten- 
tion to take it. An effort was made to send men 
and provisions there, it is true. But our flag was 
insulted, and the unarmed vessel driven off; and 
no effort has been made toavenge the insult. Tame, 
spiritless Administration! Were the traitor Floyd 
still at the head of the War Depaytment, we could 
It looks as if those few soldiers 
were predestined victims, 1 have full confidence 
that the gallant officer in command will success- 
fully defend the stars and stripes, or gloriously 


| descend, with his last soldier, to his gory bed. 


If they should be sacrificed, how wretched must 
be the miserable man who permits it! The fires 
of remorse will forever burn in hts bosom as 
fiercely as the infernal fires of Phlegethon! 

According to my viewW, as our operations In 
coercion wtll be by sea, blood need not be sh: d. 
If it should be, on the heads of the malefactors 
let it rest. 
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Will South Carolina attempt to build a fleet to 
drive off our Navy? She bas neither money nor 
eredit to buy one. Let us examine her capacity 
for ship-building. When high-swelling words are 
used, itis well to look at the size of the animal 
thatemits them. There have been such things 
as ** mighty voices, and nothing else.”? | know 
that some small States have a large capacity for 
ship-building, like Tyre, Venice, Hollau, or 
England. In i859 Maine built about forty thou- 
sand tons of registered vessels. Even Vermont, 
who from none of her highest mountains can see 
the ocean with a spy-ghss, built for tonnage 
one hundred and nineteen tons. The same year 
South Carolina built sixty-four tons! This fleet, 
1 learn from the register, consisted of a small 
sicamer and acanal boat! So of the other rebel- 
lious States. 

Sut she proposes to enter into treaty stipula- 
tions with Europe, and, by granting free trade, 
attract the direct trade of commercial nations. But 
she cannot do that without a direct violation of 
the Constitution. ‘* No State shall enter into any 
treaty, alliance,’ &c. Although she may disre- 
gard that provision, being in rebellion, yet no 
foreign nation, being warned that it is a violation 
of the supreme law. of the nation, will venture to 
negotiate. Her embassadors will not be received 
ina single Court in Europe—it would be just cause 
of war. Nor can she negotiate witha State. The 
Constitution is careful to prohibit treaties with 
foreign nations; and it adds: ‘ Alliance or con- 
Sederation.”’ She could not confederate, even with 
the independent, free trading island of Manhattan, 

If the revenue could not be thus collected, and 
smuggling prevented, the Government should 
abolish all laws establishing ports of entry and 
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find a city of refuge. Our neighboring slave em- | 


pire must consider how it will affect their peculiar 
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institution. ‘They will besurrounded by freedom, 


with the civilized world scowling upon them. 


Much as I dislike the responsibility and re- | 


proach of slavery, | recoil from such a remedy. || 


Let us be patient, faithful to all constitutional 
engagements, and await the time of the Disposer 
of events. Let us not destroy this grand fabric 
of freedom, which, when once dissolved, will 
never be rebuilt. Let there be no blood shed until 


unnerve the people; and then, at last, if needs be, 
let every one be ready to gird on his armor, and 
do his duty. 


Sir, | am reminded that this is not the language || 
the united | 
voice of her two Senators. I know it is not. But || 


of Pennsylvania,as represented b 


i do not believe that either of them represented 
the principles of any considerable portion of the 


people of that State. While Pennsylvania would 


go, as | would, to the verge of the Constitution 
and of her principles, to maintain peace, I believe 
it is a libel on the good name of her virtuous peo- 
ple, to say that she would sacrifice her principles 
to obtain the favor of rebels. IL believe it to bea 


| libel on her manhood to say that she will pur- 


chase peace by unprincipled concessions to insur- 


| gents with arms in their hands. If | thought such 


was her character, | would expatriate myself. I 
would leave the land where I have spent my life 
from early manhood to declining age, and would 
seek some spot untainted by the coward breath 
of servility and meanness. ‘To her pleasant val- 
leys | would prefer the rugged, bold State of my 


| nativity; nay, any spot in the most barren Arc- 


collection districts within the seceding States, and || 
prevent all vessels, foreign or domestic, from en- || 


tering or leaving any of their ports. How will 
she send her cotton and other surplus products 
abroad? She cannot load a vessel in her own 
harbors, for there are no national officers to give 
her a clearance. The vessel would be without 
papers, without nationality, and a prize to the 
first captors. How forlorn must be her condition! 


Without commerce, without industry, her sea- , 


ports would be barren wastes. With a flag recog- 
nized by no civilized nation; with pe vessel en- 
tering her ports, except now and then a low black 
schoonerscudding in from the river Congo; with no 
ally or sympathizer except the King of Dahomey. 
If these States will have war, who is to protect 
them against their own domestic foes? They 
now tremble when a madman and a score of fol- 
lowers invade them, If a citizen declare his oppo- 
sition to slavery, they hang him; and declare, as 
a justification, that it is necessary for their =- 
sonal safety; because they say they are stan 
on the thin crust of a raging volcano, which the 
least jar will crack, and plunge them in. How, 


then, will it withstand the booming of cannon | 


and the clash of arms? 

Sir, the tempt of one or more of these cotton 
States to force this Government to dissolve the 
Union is absurd. Those who counsel the Gov- 
ernment to let them go, and destroy the national 
Union, are preaching moral treason. I can un- 
derstand such doctrine from those who conscien- 
tiousl 


ing | 


to by gentlemen on the other side. 


tic regions, amid whose pure icicles dwells manly 
freedom. 

At the close of Mr. Stevens’s hour, 

Mr. GROW said: I move that the time of my 
colleague be extended to the extent of the time 
oceupied by the intetruptions of bis speech. 

Mr. BURNETT. Lobject. The same request 
was made the other day in favor of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Leake,] and it was objected 
I want the 


_ rule to operate alike upon all. 


Mr. GROW. If the gentleman from Kentucky 


_will listen to an explanation, | am sure he will 


withdraw his objection. It was agreed that my 
colleague should not have the time occupied by 
interruptions counted in his hour. 

Mr. BURNETT. Up to the denial of the re- 
quest made in behalf of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, leave had been granted to gentlemen on both 


_ sides of the House to finish their remarks, when 


dislike a partnership in slaveholding,— | 


who desire to sce this empire severed along the | 


black line, so that they could live in a free Re- 
public, 


Let no slave State flatter itself that it can | 


dissolve the Union now and then reconstruct it 
on better terms. The present Constitution was 


formed mm our weakness. Some of its compromises | 


were odious, and have become more so by the 
unexpected increase of slaves, who were expecied 
soon torun out, But now, in our strength, the con- 
science of the North would not allow them to 


enter into such p&rtnership with slaveholding. If || 


this Union should be dissolved, its reconstruction 
would embrace one empire wholly slaveholding, 
and one republic wholly free. While we will 
religiously observe the present compact, nor at- 
tempt to be absolved from it, yet if itshould be 
torn to pieces by rebels, our next United States 
will contam no foot of ground on which a slave 
ean tread, no breath of air which a slave can 
breathe. 
we can rise and expand to the full stature of un- 


Then we can boast of liberty. Then | 


ij 


| interruptions of his s 


they could not do so in their hour, by the neces- 
sary extension of time. But the gentleman from 
Virginia, after he had been interrupted by a large 
number of the members on the other side, was 
denied the privilege which had before been ac- 
corded to all other gentlemen who had occupied 
the floor. He was not permitted to conclude his 
remarks; and | now feel it to be my duty to per- 
sist in my objection. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I think that the gentleman 
from Kentucky is mistaken; and that my col- 
league was allowed some twenty minutes for the 
ech. 


Mr. BURNETT. If it be the pleasure of the 


| House, | withdraw my objection. 


Mr. BOTELER. I renew it. I made an ap- 
peal to be allowed to explain a vote | was about 
to give, and the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
objected to me. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland, obtained the floor. 

Mr. CAREY. As much confusion-is created 


_ by interruptions of gentlemen upon the floor, I 


| 
| 


give notice that 1 will object to any such inter- 
ruptions hereafter. 
ir. HARRIS, of Maryland, then addressed 
the House. [His speech will be published in 
the Appendix. } 
Mr. WINSLOW. When I took service upon 
the committee of the States, to which position you 


| had kindly assigned me, | confess I did so with but 


| 
i} 
1 


slight hope that its efforts would avail to the res- 
toration of peace and concord among our people. 

I had said, in my place in the Thirty-Fourth 
Congress, looking at the then existing condition 
of things, and painfully apprehensive of the very 
consequences that now threaten the country, that 


trammedled freemen, and hope for God’s blessings. |; touching what I deemed the wrongs to my sec- 
Then the bondmen who break their chains will || tion, | would forbear until forbearance itself would 
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even seem to cease to be a virtue, and that if the 
crisis should come, I would endeavor to discharos 
my duty to the whole country, and especially ty 
that section where my fortunes had fallen ‘and 
where my destinies were fixed. 

In redemption of that pledge, I set out with the 
determination that I would exert ail my power to 
effect such suitable settements that the Union 

might be preserved, harmony restored, our inst). 
tutions strengthened and perpetuated, and th, 


|| slaveholding States reconciled to the continuanes 
the last moment; but let no cowardly counsels | 


of a Union which was fast losing its hold upon 
their affections. 

I was not indifferent to the Union of these 
States; nay, to preserve it was, with me, a labor 
of love. But, in my judgment, no pate ed-yy 
compromise, no alleviating and palliating remedy 
was either just or prudent; nor did IT subscribe ¢, 


the dogma of its preservation at all hazards, A 
i! . . . . 
|| Union which did not effectually provide for th. 


| fommon defense and the general welfare, which 
did notestablish peace and procure domestic tran- 
_quillity, I would have none of. 

I have nothing with which to reproach myself, 
nothing with which to reproach my State, as to 
| fomenting the agitation of the slavery question, 
| either in its inception or in its continuance. Re. 
| luctant, originally, to enter into this confedera- 
| tion with you—from the fears of her statesmen as 
| to its consequences, which have sadly been real- 
ized—when she did come, she came with loyal 
purposes to adhere to her obligations: and true 
as the steel embosomed in her lofty mountains, 
she has performed those duties with admitted 
| fidelity. She will take, in this crisis, the course 
| which her honor and her interest and her obli- 
| gation to other States justify; and if she leaves 
| you now, it will be with no spasmodic passion, 
but with that coolness, delay, and deliberation— 
her natural characteristics—which have, with flip- 
| pant witlings, been mistaken for apathy and in- 
sensibility. She will tell you ere she goes; like 
the serpent that emblazoned her colonial flag, she 
| will warn you ere she strikes. 

During my service in Congress, now rapidly 
drawing to the close of a third term, I have never 
addressed you—no colleague of mine has ever ad- 
dressed you—on the exciting subject of slavery. 
| Perfectly satisfied ourselves with the morality of 
| slavery, its lawfulness and expediency, regarding 
it in no light whatever as a moral, social, or po- 
| 





litical evil; looking upon itas, if notan essential, at 
| least a desirable feature in a Government founded 
| upon universal suffrage, we needed no discussion 
| to confirm our judgment or our opinions; nor 
were we disposed to become propagandists of that 
or any other system among our neighbors. We 
looked upon ourselves as trustees, under a higher 
| power; into our hands, eertainly by no direct 
| agency of ours, had been confided the care and 
nurture and Christianizing of a heathen and an im- 
provident race, fitted only for compulsory labor; 
we had no right to thrust from us that charge, 
or to cry craven and refuse its administration. 
How we have performed that duty, their vast in- 
crease in number—an increase which, according 
to the well known laws which govern population, 
incontestably proves them to have been well fed, 
well aaa ia worked, and well cared 
for—sufficiently testifies. . 
Your fathers violently tore them from their na- 
tive homes, the bush and the lagoons of that in- 
hospitable clime upon whose soil the sun never 
ceases to pour down his direct and burning rays, 
and transferred them, for a pecuniary considera- 
tion, to our fathers. We have nurtured and cared 
forthem. We found them idolaters; we taught 
them the benign religion of the meek and lowly 
peasant of Palestine. We have so ameliorated 
their condition that no laboring population of any 
part of the world compares with them in pointot 
comfort. They have alike shared our good anc 
adverse fortunes. When Providence smiled upon 
us, and wealth accumulated, they have partake 
of its benefits, and in periods of distress they have 
cheerfuily submitted to like sacrifices as ourselves. 
You have been participants in the fruit of their 
labors. It drives the looms of Lowell, and estab- 
lishes the manufactures of Lynn and Natick. | 
furnishes the cargoes of your shipping, and sup- 
ports your trade in all parts of the seas, Gradu- 
ally, as they were elevated in intellect, our law has 
been modified, and moderated in its relations to- 
wards them, and its broad shield has been throw! 
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